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Although they live in a world beset by “blizzards” of conflicting ideolo- 
gies, Northwestern students do not wander in aimless circles. 


KNOWLEDGE They have found the main track. Whether participating in vigorous out- 
437 4 Fire door sports in Minnesota’s winter scene, studying in Memorial 

Hall’s modern classrooms, or attending early moruing Mission Prayer 
Fellowship, these young people evidence the same certainty. 

Understanding counsel of a competent faculty helps students maintain 
ballast and poise. Beyond that, for skiing or serious realities 

of life, they know One who makes all activity purposeful and joyous— 


Christ, the. Way and the Goal of life. 
President, Rev. Billy Graham Founder, Dr. W. B. Riley 
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50 WILLOW on Loring Park; Minneapolis 3, Minn. 
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The Magnificent Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone—Northern Pacific Railway 


A GREAT Editor went to Yellowstone Park unfailingly once a year. “I need the Canyon,” he explained, 


“it puts me in my place.” 


America has two Grand Canyons of incomparable grandeur. The Grand Canyon of the Colorado River 
in Arizona is a mile deep, vast and magnificent! The Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone is smaller and 
more brightly colored, with two majestic waterfalls. Both canyons tug at travelers’ hearts. Everyone looks in 
silence—no words are adequate, and many weep and pray. You can hardly imagine the inspiring emotional 
effect on yourself as you view the two Grand Canyons, as a member of our Eternity Bible Conference Tour! 


In connection with the Bible Conference at Mount Hermon, California, next August, we have arranged 
The Eternity Bible Conference Tour leaving Chicago July 30, including the Conference itself, and the 
following Scenic Wonderlands of the United States: Grand Canyon National Park, Mariposa Grove, Yosemite 
National Park, Yellowstone Park; also visits to Los Angeles, San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, Victoria, British 


Columbia. Return to Chicago, August 18. 


You, and your family, are invited to accompany The Eternity Bible Conference Tour, with Dr. Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, as leader. This will be a well-operated, first class vacation tour for Christian people, with 
good fellowship, enjoyable social events, and altogether an inspiring educational trip. 


An illustrated folder has been published to describe the tour. Please send 
for it today. It’s free, and it describes the plans in detail. A postal, or letter, 
will bring the folder to you—then you'll want to join our fine group of Christian 
travelers. Address 


ETERNITY BIBLE CONFERENCE TOUR 
P. O. BOX 2000 PHILADELPHIA 3, PENNA. 
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RUSHING TO RUSSIANS WITH THE GOSPEL: : 


* T have ited where I found for the of weds} 
just visited Europe gat etl bende Sn | Weed? ri Shee] 


must give the gospel to the Russians, 

Riclk cul Minds Ansnastee Gaes Se ee nee, 
deem the time. sw wale Seige aes ge eee Petter oo By LB 
missionaries in Alaska . . . Peter Deyneka»- Pray and send your; gift ‘to 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
PETER DEYNDEA, Director 
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THIS LITTLE BOOK 


has brought financial 
security and joy to thousands 
through a remarkable 
Christian Plan 





Learn more about a remarkable 
Retioemnees Plan (operating over 100 years) that en- 
ables you to provide generously for your future and 
that of your survivor—at the same time be a benefactor 
of mankind, by helping a great Christian Cause. In- 
terest rates as high as 7% depending upon your age. For 
details, write today for Booklet E 103. AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 














Pastor or Choir Director. 





JUST OUT—Music for the Gospel Choir 
Clayton's collections of CHOIR MELODIES #1 60c 
A much needed book of favorite and new songs with a 
message. Ninety selections — compiled especially for 
gospel services and broadcasts. A free copy to any 








CLAYTON'S COLLECTION 


Order Also: The All-Girl Trio and Choir #1 35¢, #2 35¢ 





Low “Mcledien of Lite = Low Voice Melodies #2 50¢ 
lies © le 35¢ Gospelyrics 35 
Solos and Duets #1 35e 


ba 
Please send free copy of Choir Melodies to GosPrzstL o-~ 
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WHOLE FAMILY AWAKENED 


«-So many times I have thought of writing 
and thanking you for Daily Meditations 


, which I have had so much comfort and 


instruction from and have just sat down 
at my desk to do it this bright and, beauti- 


_ ful Monday morning. They have spiritual 
‘ meat from God’s Word. I have other daily 


Bible readings which I read and: study. 
However, the Meditations in ETERNITY are 
a choice morsel I don’t like to. miss. 


I have seen such good results in sending 
the August number of Erernity to folks. 
One whole family has been awakened 
definitely as to the dangers of allowing 
their children to attend the ‘Roman Catho- 
lic Church with their friends any time 


_ they wanted to, and they have started in 


this fall going back to the Baptist Church. 
The father became exceedingly concerned 
and goes to church with his son, and the 
son hasn’t gone to a service in the Catho- 
lic Church since receiving Eternity. I feel 
sure the teaching will help them in doc- 
trinal and Biblical truth, 


Mrs. CHARLES I. CHRISTY 
Potsdam, New York 


NATHAN THE OLDER SON 

A correspondent from Buffalo writes the 
editor taking exception to the statement 
in his article on “The Two Genealogies 
of Jesus Christ” that Nathan was the older 
brother of Solomon. In the course of the 
letter he states: “In 2 Samuel 12:22-24 
there is almost positive proof that Solomon 
was the second son of David and Bath- 
Sheba, and Nathan could not have been 
older.” 

The editor maintains his position that 
Nathan is the older son on the following 
grounds: Nathan’s name is found three 
times in the Scriptures, each time with a 
list of David’s sons and always preceding 
the name of Solomon. The difficulty of our 
reader comes from the failure to under- 
stand the length of time that elapsed be- 
tween the birth of Bath-Sheba’s first child 
and his death. The casual reader of 2 
Samuel 12 might lead one to believe that 
the first baby was born and that Nathan 
came in almost immediately against David 
and that the child died shortly after its 
birth. If the story is read in the Hebrew, 
however, a very interesting detail is brought 
out. Where the word child is used in the 
English in verses 14, 15, 16, and 18, three 
different words are used in the Hebrew. In 
verse 14 Nathan told David that the child, 
ben, should die. Ben is the common word 
for “offspring,” translated by a score of 
different English words. In verse 15 we 
read, “The Lord struck the child.” Here 
yeled is used, and this is a word that is 
variously translated for children, even up 
to the age of maturity, It is used, for 
example, in 1 Corinthians 12: 8, 10, and 
If for, “The young men that were grown 
up with him.” 


ETERNITY 


in verse 16 of the Samuel passage David 
sought for the child, and here the third 
Hebrew word is used, na’ar. This word is 
used constantly in the Old Testament 
Scriptures for young men who are active 
in fighting. Two score instances could be 
given of those fights. One will suffice. 
In 2 Samuel 18:15 ten young men that 
bear Joab’s armor are spoken of. We can 
readily see, however, that there is no ques- 
tion of the child of David and Bath- 
Sheba dying as a baby, but rather, that it 
had grown toward maturity. It is quite 
reasonable to believe that there were born 
to Bath-Sheba and David the other chil- 
dren mentioned several places in the Old 
Testament. Perhaps 15 or 20 years had 
elapsed, or even more, from the time of 
David’s sin until the time of God’s inter- 
vention in Nathan. Solomon’s birth defi- 
nitely came after the death of this child 
(2 Samuel 12: 22-34). The rest of the argu- 
ment as set forth in my study on the two 
chief genealogies substantiates the whole 
position. 


SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 


Donald Grey Barnhouse, Editor of Eternity: 
February !—Grand Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Sherman, Tex.; February 2—Fort 
Worth, Tex.; February 4 through 6—Big 
Spring, Tex.; February 7—First Presbyterian 
Church, Levelland, Tex.; February 8—Belen 
Federated Church, Belen, New Mexico; Feb- 
ruary 9—Phoenix, Arizona; February I! 
through |6—First Brethren Church, Long 
Beach, Calif.; February 18 through 23— 
Church of the Open Door, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; February 25 through March 2— 
Hamilton Square Baptist Church, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 


Robert R. Fritsch, Emeritus Professor, Eng- 
lish Bible, Muhlenberg College, Allentown, 
Pa.:February | through 4—Evangelical Con- 
gregational Church, Hazelton, Pa.; February 
18 through 23—Lutheran Church, Collings- 
wood, N. J.; February 27—Ladies' Aux- 
_ of Muhlenberg College, Allentown, 
a. 


Vance Havner, Writer and Bible Conference 
Speaker:January 3! through February 9— 
Calvary Baptist Church, Beaumont, Tex.; 
February |! through 16—College Avenue 
Baptist Church, Lubbock, Tex.; February 
18 through 25—First Baptist Church, Pales- 
tine, Tex. 


Peter Joshua, Evangelist ad Bible Conference 
Speaker: January 3! through February 9— 
Tenth Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; February |! and 1!5—Minneapolis, 
Minn.; February 18 through March 4—City- 
wide meetings, Moline, Ill. 


Clarence E. Mason, Jr., Dean, Philadelphia 
School of the Bible, Philadelphia: February 
3—East Chester County Youth for Christ, 
Malvern, Pa.; February 4—Fifth Baptist 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.;: February 15 
through !7—Trinity Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Church, Manheim, Pa. 


L. Sale-Harrison, Bible Teacher and Writer: 
January 3! through February |!—Mission 
Covenant Church, Oakland, Calif.; Feb- 
ruary 12 through 16—South Modesto 
Baptist Church, Modesto, Calif.; February 
18 through 23—Wrigley Heights Baptist 
Church, Long Beach, Calif.; February 25 
through March 2—Bethany Baptist Church, 
Long Beach, Calif. 
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A NEED MET 


Until recently I have been, at the most, 
an occasional churchgoer. Reading Joyce 
Cary, the Ulsterite novelist, has stirred up 
the dormant springs of Calvinism which 
are deep-rooted in my bones, and I suspect 
Cary of writing with a moral purpose, a 
cardinal sin for writers in these times. At 
any rate, I have begun to attend church 
with little enthusiasm—since most ministers 
dwell upon book reviews and the far-off 
“theys” who are damned by us all every 
day. But it was to my great surprise to 
find a Protestant in the pulpit when I 
attended your well-filled church last Sun- 
day, and the purpose of this letter is to 
find out where there are other ministers 
and other churches of the Presbyterian- 
Reformed congregations like the Tenth 
Presbyterian. In other words I am seek- 
ing escape from the dull formalism and 
bleating hymn singing of the majority of 
Protestant churches today and am search- 
ing out the warmth of some Hell-fire, 
backed up by the intellectual guts with 
it and so often lacking when fundamental 
preaching is found. Please don’t think I 
am too sophisticated to underestimate the 
value of fire and brimstone street corner 
preaching—but for a regular diet one real- 
ly needs the combination of an organized 
religious group, an educated minister, who 
will not flag in his duty to remind his 
flock again and again of the Christian 
duties. At present I am in New York and 
am sure there must be at least several 
“Protestant” churches in this large city. 
Tomorrow, I will make a stab in the dark, 


but would rather have you suggest several, 
and prevent an unnecessary and tedious 
process of elimination. 


INSPIRATION 


I must tell you how much I like ETer- 
NiTy. It is better than REVELATION. Dr. 
Fritsch is a teacher’s teacher. Your writ- 
ings and expositions are most inspiring. 
Your article in the October issue on “The 
Trinity” is the best I have ever read. 

Howarp L. Lunt 
Associate Professor of Education 
The School of Education 
University of Southern California. 


BLESSING FROM READING 


I want to thank you for the Daily Medi- 
tations. I am greatly blessed by reading 
them. We listen also to the teaching in 
Romans on the radio. May the Lord bless 
you and yours. Thank you for ETERNITY. 
I read it and reread some of it. 

Mrs. C. FOSTER 
Chattanoo, Georgia 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING 


Our proyers are with you and your min- 
istry. God spoke to my wife and me 
through Oswald Smith’s message on “Why 
Give to Missions?” printed in ETERNITY 
and we have promised a definite amount 
to the Lord each month beyond our tithes, 
and will increase our gifts as the Lord 
prospers us. Your ministry through THE 
Brste Stupy Hour and ETernity has been 
a real blessing to us. 

Mr. AND Mrs. Bos BRADSHAW 











World Dominion Movement, Inc. 


Fer Real Vision and 

Accurate Information 
Read the Publications of 

Werld Dominion Press 


World Dominion and the World Today 
Missionary Surveys— 

Indigenous Church Series 
World Christian Handbook 


. donations, requests for catalogues, 
sample copy of World Dominion, address: 
Miss Constance J. Branden, 
taternational Secretary, 
Werld Dominion Movement, ine. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 1412 Reyal Bank Bids., 
New York 10. Vancouver, 8. C. 






















**Was the Apostle Peter 


Ever in Rome?”’ 
The facts tel mae oe 
et are 
page pam The 
written in a clear, easy-to-read style. 
We are asking Christians — 
where to help us give this timely mes 
the widest possible 


copies, ten cents, a 
copies fo o e dollar. 


Biblical Information Bureau 


(Incorporated) 
Riverton, New Jersey, U.S.A. | 


Harkness Correspondence Courses... 


i. EVANGELISTIC HYMN PLAYING 
For those who can play Hymns, etc... . 
EIGHTY Musically-illustrated Lessons. 
Teaches TWELVE MUSICAL subjects—plus 
TEN practical Sint ee. | in aay Oc- 
taves, Runs, Trills, 
2. BEGINNERS saan rh sa 
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Learn to Play Hymns and Gospel Songs. 
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study under home supervision. 
Send for FREE details. 
Indicate which Course interests you. 


ROBERT HARKNESS 


20 NM. Raymond Ave., Reem 7 Pasadena |, Calif. 
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Are You in Need of a Season of 
Convalescence or Rest? 

“Rabbit Hill"—a small private home for 
women — offers you a refined Christian 
atmosphere—the quiet of country life— 
appetizing meals, daintily served. Con- 
venient transportation. Open all year. 

For details, write — Miss Lucy Powel, 
R. D. 3, Norristown, Pa. 
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PULPIT IN THE CENTER 


I have long held that the pulpit of a 
Protestant Church should be in the 
center, and not on the side of the 
chancel. Many churches in recent 
years have taken away their central 
pulpit, and brought in a lectern and a 
pulpit as though they wanted to re- 
move the preacher as far as possible 
from the Bible before he began his 


sermon. 


The United Church of Canada re- 
cently held its biennial General Coun- 
cil in Toronto in the Eaton Memorial 
Church, a beautiful Gothic church, it 
is true, but built with the divided 
chancel and the consequent scenery for 
a liturgical service and the emphasis 
of sacerdotalism. The Observer, offi- 
cial weekly of the denomination, spoke 
out frankly against the choice of such 
a church for its sessions, stating that 
such a church “provides the stage for 
sacerdotalism which has been the pit- 
fall of religion all through the cen- 
turies.” 

In Pittsburgh there is a magnificent 
church building of the Presbyterian 
Church, built by the Mellon family in 
memory of their mother. The architect 
was Ralph Adams Cram, a man who 
knows his architecture, but not his 
Protestant Church history. Writing in 
the Ailantic Monthly shortly after the 
building was dedicated, Cram stated 
that he had drawn the plans so that a 
Roman Catholic high mass could be 
celebrated in the Mellon Church on 
fifteen minutes notice. 


Perhaps the Observer had such a 
danger in mind when it wrote, “The 
history of sacerdotalism is not a pretty 
one. It has led to the conditions 
against which Jesus protested, against 
which Luther: raised his voice, and 
from which Wesley led out his Meth- 
odists. The United Church will have 
to watch that tendency in her own 


life.” 


Bravo! and praise God! If you are 
building or re-decorating a church, 
insist that all the lines of architecture 
shall center on the pulpit with its open 
Bible. The Swiss Reformation built 
its pulpit high and central, so that the 
Word of God could have its proper 
place. For be well assured that the 
only purpose of gathering Christians 
together is that they may be edified 
together around the Word of God. 
There is no means of sanctification 
apart from the Word of truth (John 
17:17). If we get the Bible back in 
the center of the church, we may get 
the sermons away from topics and 
back to exposition. That would bring 
a real revival. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us m 
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us to 
be a ki ngdom and to be priests unto God and His 
Father, to Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5, 6). 

Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend 


the ministry of Eternity and The Bible "Study Hour to His 
everlasting glory. 
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THE CHANGELESS CHRIST 


Swift to its close ebbs out 
life’s little day; 


Earth’s joys grow dim, 
its glories pass away; 


Change and decay in all 
around I see; 


O Thou who changest 
not, abide with me! 


The universe consists of two sets of 
things. There are the things that 
change; and they are very wonderful 
things. And there are the things that 
never change: and they are more won- 
derful still. 

Change involves movement. Move- 
ment is the fascination of childhood. 
If a child sees a thing move, he im- 
mediately takes it for granted that it 
has a purpose in moving. 

“Why does that small hand go round 
and round?” asked a blue-eyed, curly- 
headed little fellow as he sat upon my 
knee and pointed to the watch that I 
held in my hand. 

An hour later we stood together by 
the watermill. We watched the silvery 
stream as, issuing from the distant 
woods, it wound its serpentine way 
between its banks of bluebells and 
plunged with a laugh over the moss- 
covered millwheel. 

“Why does the wheel go round and 
round?” he asked again. 

A child cannot conceive of mean- 
ingless movement. If he sees a thing 
in motion, he instantly assumes that 
there is a reason for it, and he straight- 





Dr. Borehang though retired from an active 
pastorate, continues a world-wide written 
ministry from Melbourne, Australia. 
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way asks his everlasting Why? And 
he is right. He is acting in obedience 
to a sure and profound instinct. He 
vaguely feels—and is right in feeling 
—that things do not change for the 
sake of changing. I have seen a very 
nervous man rise from his chair, move 
about the room, sit down again, and 
once more change his seat without the 
slightest shadow of reason. He simply 
could not sit still. We are not living 
in a neurasthenic universe. Things do 
not twist and twitch and twirl con- 
vulsively. My blue-eyed little com- 
panion looked at the watch and, later 
on, looked at the watermill. He felt 
that he had been born into a world of 
wheels. They were spinning and re- 
volving about him on every hand. 
Everything was moving, turning, 
changing. And out of that fair faith 
that always dwells in fresh young souls 
like his, my little companion felt that 
the wheels were not wild wheels. There 
is some mysterious purpose in their 
turning. 
I. 

Morning: Afternoon: Evening: Night! 
Morning: Afternoon: Evening: Night! 
See how the wheels go round! 

Spring: Summer: Autumn: Winter! 

Spring: Summer: Autumn: Winter! 


See how the wheels go round! 

And they seem such purposeless 
wheels! The day comes back to the 
morning and the year comes back to 
the spring. The wheel completes its 
circuit; comes back to its starting 
point; and then goes round again. The 
ceaseless revolutions—Morning: After- 
noon: Evening: Night! Spring: Sum- 
mer: Autumn, Winter!—seem to ac- 
complish nothing. Crops spring up 
and are mown down; forests rise and 
forests fall; empires appear and em- 
pires vanish; generations come and 
go? The same thing happens over and 
over again. The wheels go round and 
round and round. But why? Has na- 
ture any purpose in all this whirling of 
wheels? 

She has. Nature is hard at work! 
She is doing something! Morning, 
afternoon, evening, night! Spring, 
summer, autumn, winter! Every revo- 
lution of the wheel brings her nearer 
to her goal. She is grinding out the 
weak and worthless things that lie 
about the world and is strengthening 
her wondrous web at every turn. 

The generations come and go. The 
wheels go round. Childhood grows to 
youth, youth to maturity, maturity to 
old age; and age is surrounded by 
childhood again. But we must not 
be tricked by appearances. To a su- 
perficial observer the history of hu- 
manity appears to be a mere turning 
of the wheels. Such an onlooker sees 
it as the child sees the watch and the 
watermill. But, in revolving,’ the 
wheels are working all the time. The 
wheels go round and round; but they 
do not spin in vain. 


II. 


Few of us realize how much we our- 
selves change until we are startled by 
a test. You may sit in a railway car- 
riage or on the deck of a ship and, 
with your eye on moving ships or 
moving trains about you, may con- 
vince yourself that you yourself are 
moving. Then, suddenly transferring 
your gaze to the wharf or the houses 
or the trees, you realize that you have 
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not moved at all. Sometimes the illu- 
sion takes the opposite turn. You 
fancy that you have remained station- 
ary; whereas, in actual fact, you have 
moved considerably. Has not Dickens 
told us of the emotions with which he 
revisited Rochester? Rochester was 
the scene of his childhood, and the 
memory specially delights in exaggera- 
ting the objects most familiar to our 
infancy. Dickens tells how he thought 
the Rochester High Street must be at 
least as wide as Regent Street, whilst 
on his return he discovered that it was 
little better than a lane. He tells how 
the public clock in that street, which 
he had imagined to be the finest clock 
in the world, turned out to be as moon- 
faced and feeble a clock as a man’s 
eyes ever saw. And he tells how, in 
its town hall, which had appeared to 
him once so glorious a structure that 
he had set it up in his mind as the 
model on which the Genie of the Lamp 
built the Palace of Aladdin, he had 
painfully to recognize a mere mean 
little heap of bricks “like a chapel 
gone demented.” And then he sudden- 
ly reflected that the change was not in 
Rochester but in himself. The imps 
and pixies had been assiduously at 
work all through the years demolish- 
ing the real Rochester in his memory 
and erecting the ideal Rochester, the 
Rochester-that-never-was. “Who was 
I,” he asks, “that I should quarrel with 
the town for having changed to me, 
when I myself had come back, so 
changed to it?” 

The wheels revolve in my own life. 
We each make our way from our first 
childhood to our second childhood, 
and, in the simplicities of old age, the 
wheel seems to have returned to its 
starting point. But, as with the watch 
and wheels, something is being 
achieved; something is being made. 
With the turning of the wheels a char- 
acter is being formed, a soul is being 
fashioned. Somebody has said that 
no man can cross a river twice. When 
he comes to it the second time the 
river is not the same river, and the 
man is not the same man. The waters 


A cartoon shows a man and a woman looking out of 
a window at an automobile with a badly wrecked 
The woman is saying to the man: 


fender. 
“Don't ask ME how it happened. | was 
looking’ somewhere else." If you stand 
gazing at the ruin of something 
precious in your own life, it is 
most probable that it 
happened when you 

took your eyes off the 

Lord Jesus Christ and 

put them on some trifle 

of the passing scene. 


that he crossed before have been 
swept into the sea; the man himself 
has changed in thought, in feeling, and 
even in physical tissue. The wheels are 
at work. We are not today what we 
were yesterday. For weal or for woe, 
we are in the making. It is the work 
of the wheels to grind out the evil and 
bring forth the good. The wheels are 
working, working all the time! 


Il. 


Yet it is a relief to turn one’s gaze 
from this whirling hurricane of change 
to the things that never change. The 
transition reminds one of Byron’s 
Prisoner of Chillon. Year after year 
he paced his dungeon thinking of the 
great world changing every day—the 
world that he would scarcely recognize 
if, by any fortunate chance, he ever 
returned to it. But the most sensa- 
tional moment in his long imprison- 
ment came when, making footholes in 
the wall, he clambered up to the barred 
grating, and, peeping through, caught 
a glimpse of the mountains. 


I saw them—and they were the same, 
They were not changed like me in 
frame; 


I saw their thousand years of snow 
On high—their wide long lakes below, 


And the blue Rhone in fullest flow; 


I heard the torrents leap and gush 
O’er channell’d rock and broken bush. 


There are the things that remain the 
same, and, wonderful as are the things 
that change, these changeless things 
are the most wonderful things of all. 
And, pre-eminently among them, I find 
this: JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTER- 
DAY, TODAY AND FOR EVER. 

Now, in view of what we have said 
concerning the splendor of change, 
does not this contrasting element of 
changelessness suggest a sinister and 
unattractive thought? Jesus the change- 
less! Jesus always the same! Is there, 
then, stagnation in the infinite? Whilst 
all terrestrial things make progress 
with the whirlings of the wheels, do 
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celestial things stand still? It is not 
an agreeable reflection. And yet —! 
Finite things change because they are 
moving towards perfection ; the infinite 
is changeless because it is already 
there! 

“Is it not perfect?” asked my friend, 
as he drew my attention to the gerani- 
um in his buttonhole. I agreed. The 
beautiful bloom presented no qualities 
that tended to disfigure it; and, on 
the other hand, it lacked nothing that 
the most fastidious horticulturalist 
could have desired. Similarly, Pro- 
fessor G. T. Romanes says that the 
most extraordinary thing about Jesus 
is the fact that twenty centuries have 
failed to find a single flaw in Him; 
and, on the other hand, Dr. Young 
says that the most amazing thing about 
Him is the fact that twenty centuries 
have failed to suggest any respect in 
which the central figure of the gospels 
can be improved. There He stands— 
absolutely perfect and therefore abso- 
lutely changeless. To change perfec- 
tion is to shatter it. 


IV. 


There, then, He stands, the Change- 
less Christ. the same yesterday, today 
and forever! However remote the 
period at which your evolutionary in- 
terpretation of the universe places the 
beginning of things, you will find Him 
there. However far away your in- 
terpretation of prophecy may make 
the end of things, you will find Him 
there. When things first began, it 
was because He began them; when 
the drama ends, it will be because He 
rings down the curtain. And, all the 
way through, He is marshalling the 
pageant of the aeons. He is everlast- 
ingly perfect and everlastingly in com- 
mand. 

The Perfect Christ of Yesterday— 
the Lord of the old order—the order 
of the Prophets, the Apostles, the 
Martyrs, the Reformers, the Crusaders, 
the Covenanters, and the Puritans! 

The Perfect Christ of Tomorrow— 
the Lord of the New Order—whatever 
the New Order may be! 

The same today as yesterday! What 
He was, He is! The Christ of Galilee 
still walks our dusty ways. His com- 
panionship is the most sublime reality 
of the hour that has just struck. 

THE SAME FOREVER AS TODAY! Come 
what come may, in this world or in 
any other, He will be there, always the 
same and always in control! 

And yet, in a sense, the Changeless 
Christ does change. There is a change 
that is the prerogative df perfection. 


(Continued on page 47) 


ETERNITY 








ee 








if 


THE SIN UNTO DEATH 


BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


One of the most solemn texts in all of the Scripture 
is to be found near the close of the first epistle of John. 
It has given pause to believers in all ages, and calls 
forth as many questions today as almost any other pas- 
sage in the Bible. 

We read: “If any man see his brother sin a sin which 
is not unto death, he shall ask, and He shall give him 
life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin 
unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. All 
unrighteousness is sin; and there is a sin not unto 
death” (1 John 5:16, 17). 

If we are to comprehend this. text, we must pay 
attention, first of all to the immediate context, and to 
the larger context of the whole epistle. First of all, we 
must note that this epistle is addressed to believers 
only. It is not an epistle that is written to Moham- 
medans, Buddhists, or unregenerate Protestants, or to 
the unsaved of whatsoever description. This epistle has 
an address on it, as definitely as any letter is ever ad- 
dressed. I once led a postman to Christ with the thir- 
teenth verse of this chapter, pointing out that he gave 
his life to reading addresses and seeing that the com- 
munications were delivered to the proper parties. Here 
in the thirteenth verse God says, ““These things have I 
written unto you that believe in the name of the Son 
of God.” 


Assurance of Eternal Life 


We start our study, therefore, with the certain knowl- 
edge that God is addressing true believers. Further- 
more, the verse which we have just quoted contains the 
purpose of the epistle: “that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life.’”” Here is an important verse in the doctrine 
of assurance or certainty. It is possible for believers to 
know that they have eternal life. They need not spend 
their time wondering if they will receive eternal life. 
They do not need to have the frame of mind which says 
“I hope that I will have eternal life.” God himself states 
that this epistle was written for the purpose of assuring 
the one who has put his trust in Christ that he is the 
present possessor of eternal life. 

Luther, in one of his works, spoke of those who said 
that they believed certain doctrines without under- 
standing the nature of what they thought they believed. 
He spoke of one of the founders of an ancient heresy 
who contradicted himself strangely, and who most cer- 
tainly did not believe in the logical implications of the 
premises which he set forth. Luther said that there 
was much of such muddy thinking, and that we must 
not take all men who thought themselves to be theo- 
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logians, as seriously as they might think they should be 
taken. This is certainly true of those; who deny the 


doctrine of the final perseverance’ of the saints, the doc- 
trine of the safety and security of the believer. 


Eternal Security 


The purpose of the epistle is to assure believers. that 
they are the present possessors of eternal life, and the 
purpose of our text, as we shall see, is to warn them of 
the consequences of certain specific sins after they are 
saved, and to explain to them that they risk. severe 
chastisement at the hand of the Lord. 

If one possesses eternal life, it should go without say- 
ing, it will be impossible for him to lose it.. If it could 
be lost, then it could not have been eternal in the first 
place. We never find it said that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish. but have six months life. 
If we did find such a verse, it- would mean that the 
soul was in absolute security until six full months had 
passed, and that he could not. be lost, at the end of 
five months and even during the six months including 
the very last seconds of the period. If the promise had 
read that God would give ten-year life to a believer, 
then he would be secure for the full ten years. If God 
gives eternal life to the believer—and eternal life is 
the only spiritual life that is mentioned in the Bible— 
then the conclusion of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, 
follows logically: “I give unto them eternal life; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them 
Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck 
them out of My Father’s hand” (John 10:28-29). 

To deny the doctrine of eternal security is to deny 
the doctrine of justification by faith. There are some 
who may cry out that they believe in justification by 
faith but that they do not believe in eternal security. 
They are the muddy thinkers of the type that Luther 
wrote about. For if a man is justified he is seen in the 
eternal righteousness of God in Christ, and has been 
made accepted in the Beloved. 

The context of our text further states in plain words 
that the person who denies the doctrine of eternal se- 
curity makes God a liar. For it is of this that the tenth 
verse speaks. The preceding verse, the ninth, states 
that if we receive the witness of men—that is, if we be- 
lieve information clerks, telephone operators, and any- 
one else—the witness of God is greater. God cannot 
lie, while the people around us whom we believe in all 
the routine matters of life are subject to errors. The 
tenth verse then states, “‘He that believeth on the Son 
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of God hath the witness in himself; he that believeth 
not God”—and the whole passage shows that it means 
that he that believeth not God in the matter of the 
possession of eternal life; or he that believeth not the 
witness of the Spirit concerning the possession of eter- 
nal life—“hath made Him a liar; because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of His Son.” 

A true Christian must believe the record. And what 
is the record? The next verse tells us, “And this is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this 
is in His Son.” Unless a believer is ready to accept the 
fact of the present possession of eternal life, he is mak- 
ing God a liar. 


Levels of Spiritual Life 


With this background we now come to our text con- 
cerning the sin unto death. The one who objects to 
eternal security frequently says that such a doctrine 
will lead to a low level Christian life. We deny that 
those who have believed this truth have a lower spir- 
itual life than those who do not. The whole army of 
the followers of the Reformed theology have held to 
the doctrine of the final perseverance of the saints. 
Almost the entire world of Baptists have proclaimed 
this truth. Moody, Spurgeon, Torrey, Chapman, Sun- 
day, and the tens of thousands of students of the Bible 
Institutes have believed that the justified soul could 
never be un-justified. We are not quoting men or their 
beliefs to establish the truth of a Biblical doctrine, for 
the appeal must be made to the Scriptures alone. We 
can present this vast company of faithful believers, 
however, to refute the idea that those who hold the 
doctrine of the security of the believer are noted rather 
for exhibiting a tendency to a low level of Christian 
living because of the doctrine than for holiness, zeal, 
and devotion to the Lord. 

‘ But if—and we will write it 1r—any believer should 
be guilty of the great sin of presuming upon the grace 
of God to justify some act of sin, there is set in motion 
the whole corrective operation of the grace of God. 
This chastening work may proceed through various de- 
grees of severity, and even end in the death—the phys- 
ical death—of the guilty one. 

The sin unto death is a sin unto physical death. It 
is not and could not be a sin unto spiritual death. The 
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person who has been born again has been declared 
righteous by God. Since this has been done in grace it 
is impossible for the declaration to be reversed. We 
should realize that just as the verdict of condemnation 
does not make a sinner more evil, so the verdict of 
justification does not make the believer more righteous. 
It is the work of sanctification by the Holy Spirit 
through the use of the Word of God to cause spiritual 
growth within the life of the believer (John 17:17; 
1 Pet. 2:2). Justification is a judicial declaration that 
the believer is proclaimed to be righteous while he is 
yet ungodly. His spiritual death has been borne by the 
Saviour. Now nothing but physical death could ever 
touch him, for the Lord has declared him to be righte- 
ous with divine righteousness. 


The Old Nature 


The Bible presents us with abundant evidence that 
the old nature, the nature of fallen Adam, which is the 
nature of every human being by birth, is totally evil, 
and that it will seize every opportunity to exalt itself. 
It is the flesh, and the flesh lusteth against the Spirit 
and the Spirit against the flesh. I have written the 
word Spirit with a capital initial, for I hold that the 
Holy Spirit furnishes us with our only power to over- 
come the flesh, and that it is against the Holy Spirit 
that the flesh lusts with all its power. It is true that 
His Spirit beareth witness with our spirit, but it is with 
our renewed spirit, as we thus have been made par- 
takers of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). 

Suppose the old Adamic nature within a redeemed 
individual comes into the ascendency, presumes upon 
the grace of God, and commits some sin that is a public 
denial of the faith, that causes weak brethren to stum- 
ble, or that is a bold defiance of the rights of God in 
the redeemed life. In such cases God must begin to 
operate within the believer. If the very same acts are 
committed by an unbeliever, God may pass them by 
without notice, for any number of sins cause no change 
in the position of the unregenerate man who is under 
the wrath of God from the beginning. But God must 
work in the life of His child, as He Himself has said, 
“For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scour- 
geth every son whom He receiveth. If ye endure chas- 
tening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son 
is he whom the father chasteneth not But if ye be 
without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then 
are ye bastards, and not sons” (Heb. 12:6-8) . 


It must be said at this point that not all of the suf- 
ferings that come in a believer's life are the chastening 
of the Lord. There are some sufferings which are, 
indeed, corrective; there are others which are construc- 
tive; and there is a third classification of sufferings 
which must be called exemplary. We shall deal at 
length with the first phase of suffering. We merely 
mention in passing that constructive sufferings are de- 
scribed in the case of Paul, who besought the Lord 
thrice that some “thorn in the flesh” should depart 
from Him, but who was told, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee; for My strength is made perfect in weakness” 
(2 Cor. 12:9). The third type of sufferings, that which 
was for the glory of God, is to be found in the experi- 
ence of Job, as well as in the experience of the man 
who was blind from birth. In the latter case when the 
disciples asked: “Who did sin, this man, or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither hath 




















this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works 
of God should be made manifest in him” (John 9:2, 3) . 


Judge Not 


It is for this reason that no Christian is ever per- 
mitted to judge another. It is impossible for any man 
to know the inward workings of God in another’s heart. 
Is God doing the individual the great honor of per- 
mitting him to be a battleground in the invisible war 
that is going on between the great rebel and God? Is 
God rubbing rough spots down with the sandpaper of 
suffering? Has the individual gotten out of the will of 
God in such a way that the only manner in which the 
matter can be dealt with is by the force of God’s power? 
Judge not, that ye be not judged. But if there is some 
suffering that comes within your own life, it will be 
very wise to flee to the cross and to cry out, “Search me, 
O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my 
thoughts; and see if there be any wicked way in me” 
(Psa. 139:23, 24). For if you are honest in that prayer 
the Lord will reveal to you the state of your heart be- 
fore Him, and will bring you immediately back into 
full fellowship, and He will not continue in the opera- 
tion of pressure upon you, that must end in the most 
terrible earthly judgment if you resist the pressure and 
continue in your own willful way. 


And you must never forget that the Lord loves you, 
loves you, loves you—with an intense love that is be- 
yond any human comparison. This is why, when you 
get out of His will He will begin to work on you with 
a process that is light as the wing of a moth (Hos. 
5:12). Only when you resist that first gentle brush of 
love will he come upon you as a lion (Hos. 5:14). And 
it is only when you resist the crushing of the lion- 
judgment that He will return to His own place (Hos. 
5:15), abandoning you to the sin that is unto death, 
and finally taking you home to Heaven to an eternity 
that will be crownless for you, and with all your works 
burned away (1 Cor. 3:15). 

We must realize that God is constantly working in 
the life of every believer. We can see with the utmost 
confidence that “He which hath begun a good work 
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). The tense of the Greek verb in that verse 
is a continuing one, and it might be translated, “He 
which hath begun a good work in you will keep on per- 
fecting it until the day of Jesus Christ.” An artist who 
intends to exhibit a painting at an exhibition will keep 
looking at it, searching every brush stroke, adding a 
slight touch here, deftly changing a shade there, until 
the day of the exhibition. The Lord God is working 
that way with us. The difference between Him and 
the human artist is that He is going to have us like 
unto the Lord Jesus Christ when He finishes, and there 
is no doubt about it. ¢ 

We should not forget that the whole earth life of the 
Christian is planned by God for a definite purpose. 
We do not live after we are saved in order to prepare 
us for Heaven. I was just as ready for Heaven when I 
had been saved one second, as I shall be when I have 
been saved fifty years. My readiness for Heaven de- 
pends upon the justifying work of God performed by 
virtue of the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. God de- 
clares a sinner to be justified while the individual is 
still ungodly. There is no change whatsoever in the 
individual in the second of his justification except the 
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implanting of an absolutely new life. There is the new 
creation ( 2 Cor. 5:17), and then begins the slow 
process of sanctification, continuing through the whole 
of life. 


The Communion Service 


One of the main instruments which God has planned 
for the development of the life of the believer is the 
Communion service. Failure to understand the Com- 
munion service and failure to take of it in the proper 
manner is the cause of much sickness, feebleness; and 
premature death in Christian circles. God flatly states, 
“For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, 
and many sleep” (1 Cor. 11:30). Here is the further 
development of our original text. Here is the sin unto 
death presented to us in slow motion. 

It should be understood that the Communion service 
is not called the Saviour’s table, but the Lord’s table. 
He does not meet us there in His Capacity as Saviour, 
but in His capacity as Lord. When I was a young 
minister I announced the Communion service in terms 
somewhat like the following, “We are now going to 
partake of the Lord’s supper. If you are sure that you 
have been born again your place is here. The invita- 
tion is as broad as the Gospel. This is not the table of 
this church, or of this denomination. There are no 
barriers of closed communion. The decision to partake 
must be in your own heart, and you must come freely 
because you know that you are the possessor of eternal 
life.” 

As the years advanced and I began to know more of 
the Word of God.and the ways of God, I changed this 
invitation sharply. Most certainly I did not advance 
in the direction of closed communion, for such an at- 
titude would have been the height of disobedience to 
the Lord’s command to us, not to judge others. It is 
totally impossible for a human being to judge the 
spiritual state of another human being, and I am sure 
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The appellate courts of 
this country hand down 
an average of about 
25,000 decisions each 
year, which are added 
to the 1,800,000 cases 
that have previously 
been reported and pub- 
lished in more than 10,- 
000 volumes. It is into 
this mass of material 
that lawyers and judges 
plunge in their effort at 
dispensing human jus- 
tice. 

God's justice is set 
forth in one judicial de- 
cision which condemned 
the Lord Jesus Christ to 
the cross, and cleared 
all those who put their 
trust in Him as their 
Saviour. There is no 
possible court that can 
overrule the decision. 
i "It is finished" (John 
19:30). 
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In “Operation Heaven,” God’s 
great strategy for our salvation, we 
noted the plan unfold in chapter one 
of the epistle to the Ephesians, as we 
saw the Father at work in eternity, 
mapping out our salvation; the work 
of the Son who would offer His life 
for our salvation; the work of the 
Spirit who would bring the results of 
the finished work to our hearts. In 
the closing verses of chapter one, we 
studied Paul’s great prayer beseeching 
God through Christ that we might 
know the power of this salvation. In 
the opening verses of chapter two, we 
observed how this power is made avail- 
able to us in our being quickened 
from the death of sin, and our being 
raised with Christ to the Heavenlies, 
and our being seated with Him at 
God’s right hand in order that the 
Father might show us “the exceeding 
riches of His grace.” 

You may say, “This all sounds 
wonderful, but what does it mean to 
me here and now in Philadelphia, or 
New York, or wherever I am?” Some 
months ago I was sitting on the banks 
of the Hudson with two or three stu- 
dents from Columbia University. We 
were having our lunch and discussing 
problems of the Christian faith which 
had arisen from a previous discussion 
in a philosophy class. One of the stu- 
dents said, “I can see that salvation is 
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a means of escaping Hell and gaining 
Heaven! And perhaps it is a solution 
to the sin question! But what does 
salvation do for you now, in New 
York, on Columbia campus?” For 
the moment I was taken aback. Then 
the Lord brought before me the por- 
tion of His word which is the basis 
of our study (2:11-22). And as we 
look into the verses may you, and I, 
rejoice in the fact that salvation does 
mean something to us here and now. 
Paul delights to present truth by 
contrast. He does so here. In verses 
eleven to thirteen, he shows what we 
were before we came to know Christ. 
In verses fourteen through eighteen, 
he shows what Christ has done for us. 
In nineteen to twenty-two, he shows us 
what we now have in Christ. In chap- 
ter one he dwelt upon God’s plan for 
us. In the opening verses of chapter 
two he dwelt upon Christ’s death for 
us; here, he dwells upon our privileges 
in Christ. In order to set forth what it 
means to be saved now, he first sets 
forth what it meant to be lost “then.” 
We read: “Wherefore, (for the rea- 
son you have been created in Christ 
Jesus, v. 10) keep continually in re- 
membrance that at one time you, 
yourselves, (were) pagans in the 
flesh, who were said to be uncircum- 
cision, by the one who is said to be 
circumcision in the flesh, made by 
hand; because ye were at that time 
without Christ, strangers from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and foreign- 
ers of the covenants of promise, not 
having any hope, and godless in the 
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world. But now at this time in 
Christ Jesus, you, yourselves, who at 
one time were far away became nigh 
in the blood of Christ” (2:11-13). 

In order to appreciate what it 
means to be saved, we must appreciate 
what it means to be lost without 
Christ. This can be seen by what we 
did not have apart from Christ. In 
the first instance we had no true re- 
ligion. After the flesh there was only 
one true religion—the religion of 
Israel. The mark of this religion was 
a mark upon the body—circumcision. 
This outward sign was the testimony 
to a covenant relationship with God. 
This covenant relationship was limited 
to a select group, the nation of Israel, 
by a promise which God had made to 
their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. No one could ever approach 
God unless he first became a Jew. No 
one could have his sins atoned for un- 
less it was by the sacrifices offered 
in the temple at Jerusalem. The way 
to God was as narrow as the entrance 
into the Holy of Holies. Now the Jews 
gloried in their privileged status. The 
mark which ¢hould have been a bless- 
ing, became a curse through their 
racial pride. The “faith of the fathers’ ” 
degenerated into the religion of the 
Jews. The life of the Spirit was slain 
by the death of the flesh. But be that 
as it may, there was no other way to 
God for the gentile but to become a 
Jew. This is brought out in verse 
twelve. Five things every gentile 
lacked then and still lacks today. He 
has no Christ. He has no claim on 
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God, as did Israel. He has no promises 
from God. He has no hope. He has no 
God. This is what it meant to be lost 
here and now. 


You, unsaved reader, you are with- 
out Christ. What does this mean 
practically? It means you have no way 
to God. In His holiness God cannot 
tolerate your sinfulness. You are not 
fit company for Him. On your own 
you cannot even pray to Him for He 
will not stop to listen. You are lost, 
and your prayers are wasted wind. 
You may say, “Are you not harsh?” 
Read the next clause: “strangers 
from the commwealth of Israel.” The 
word “commonwealth” brings to mind 
the Greek term meaning “citizenship.” 


God had established for Israel cer- 
tain rights and privileges which were 
theirs by virtue of being Jews. Now as 
gentiles, we are “strangers” to these 
privileges, we do not belong to the 
commonwealth. The word “stranger” 
in the Greek is derived from a verb 
which means “to belong to another.” 
Thus Paul emphasizes that as far as 
God is concerned we, as gentiles, have 
no rights whatsoever. Plead if you 
will! Cry if you must! Promise if 
you can! As gentiles, in the flesh, you 
are wasting your time. As gentiles 
you have no claim upon God, Am I 
mistaken? Read on! 

“Foreigners from the covenants of 
promise.” “Foreigners,” that is to 
say “aliens, those not having the 
rights of citizens.” Now, to what are 
we foreign? We are foreigners to the 
promises. Why? Because God did 
not make a compact with us as gentiles. 
We, as gentiles, are alien to the 
promises of God. There is not a 
promise we can count upon. God has 
not obligated Himself to us. You, who 
know not Jesus Christ, cannot turn 
to God in your troubles for you have 
no right so to do. Now, you have only 
His wrath as your portion, with Hell 
in your future. 

But you say, “You must be mis- 
taken!” Read on: “hope, having 
none.” And now your gloomy dark- 
ness begins to become reasonable. 
“Yes,” you say, “I have no hope! I 
see now why I haven’t had God ans- 
wer my prayers! I see why things are 
going wrong! I have been assuming 
that which belonged to others be- 
longed to me. Indeed, I have not 
God! I am really lost!” 

When the truth of verse twelve is 
fully appreciated the force of it is 
tremendous. Paul is saying that apart 
from Christ, God had absolutely noth- 
ing to do with us. Reader, if you do 
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not know Christ as your Saviour, He 
not only will not have anything to do 
with you, He does not! 

Believer, this was our lost estate. 
Now let us see what happened. “But 
now, at this very moment, in Christ 
Jesus, you yourselves, who at one 
time were a long way off, became, once 
and for all, nigh in the blood of 
Christ.” How far away were we? It 
cannot be measured by years. It can- 
not be measured by miles. It is 
measured by verse twelve. We were 
beyond the end of the road hanging 
over the depths of doom. But some- 
thing happens! We are drawn from 
the depths! We draw nigh to the 
heights! To a Christless people the 
Christ is given. Through His blood 
the far away ones are brought nigh. 
When? Now! The Greek word nuni 
is very exact. “Now, at this very 
moment,” it says. “Not a moment too 
soon, or a moment to late. But now!” 
This is not only true for us who have 
believed, but for you, unsaved one, 
who are without hope. “But as many 
as received Him, to them gave He the 
right to become the children of God, 
even to them that believe on His 
name” (John 1:12). 

Hopeless, yet there is hope. “How 
is there hope?” you cry! “For He 
Himself is, our peace, having made 
both ‘one thing; having destroyed even 
the middle wall of partition, having 
made inoperative the enmity in His 
flesh, the law of commandments in 
ordinances, in order that He might cre- 
ate, once for all in Him the two (Jew 
and gentile) into one new man while 
making peace.” Our Lord’s first great 
problem was to make peace between us 
and God. Eirene, the Greek word for 
peace has within its verbal form the 
idea of reconciliation. This the Lord 
Himself did. He reconciled us to God. 
By His death, He set aside the religion 
of the flesh and made possible to Jew 
and gentile a living faith through the 
Spirit. The middle wall between Jew 
and gentile, and between God and 
man, whether Jew or gentile, is no 
more. The hostility of the flesh is 
gone. The commandments and de- 
crees of the law which led to the nar- 
row entrance into the Holy of Holies 
have been set aside, the veil of the 
temple having been rent. No longer 
is God dealing with Jew and gentile. 
Something new has been created— 
new men in Christ Jesus. “And that 
He might bring back to God both 
men (Jew and gentile) in one body 
through the cross, having killed the 
enmity by His body.” 

Jew and gentile being treated as 


men, and not religiously, Christ is 
thus ready to bring them back to God. 
Jews and gentiles are reconciled by a 
broken wall. Men and God are recon- 
ciled by an abolished enmity. The 
price was fearful! The price was 
the death of Christ. The curse was in 
the realm of the flesh. The price had 
to be paid there too. But now, in- 
stead of the mark of circumcision, we 
can present the stigmata—the marks 
of the cross—made by our sinful 
hands upon His sinless Person. 


Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers, 

They ever plead for me. 

“Forgive him, O forgive!” they cry. 
“Nor let that ransomed sinner die!” 


“And having come, He gospelled 
peace to you who were a long way off 
and peace to you who were near, be- 
cause in Him we have access, being 
both in one spirit toward God.” Be- 
cause of the work of Christ we have 
a Gospel of hope, a Gospel which 
brings peace. No longer do we have 
a religion of the flesh but a living 
faith in the Spirit. A faith which is 
able to bring us to God. A Gospel 
which does not rest on the merits of 
men, but which is based upon the 
merits of. our Lord. No longer is God 
interested in rites and ceremonies of 
the flesh, but in lives lived in the 
Spirit. 

Having been reconciled to God we 
now, in Christ, have a number of 
privileges which are made practical in 
our daily lives. “Therefore, ye are 
no longer aliens and strangers but ye 
are fellowcitizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God, having been 
built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, the chief cor- 
nerstone being Jesus Christ Himself, 
in whom all the building is being 
fitly framed together, growing into a 
haly temple in the Lord, in whom also 
yourselves are built up with others 
into an abode for God in the Spirit. 
In verse twelve we had nothing. In 
these verses we have everything. A 
new covenant is made, not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. The Medi- 
ator is Christ. Our divine Lord has 
brought God and us together. We are 
no longer at war with Him. Further- 
more, as to the promises, we are no 
longer on the outside looking in, as the 
Greek would suggest, but rather we are 
fellowcitizens with the saints. Having 
been without God, now, we not only 
have access but we are members of His 
household. We are at home with Him. 

(Continued on page 42) 


It is better to walk by faith than to talk of faith 1} 
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NATIONAL PREDICAMENT 


The Editor has received several re- 
quests, in various cities, to pray for 
peace and victory in Korea. By the 
time this editorial appears in print, 
military events may have made it 
pointless. I write this in the early 
days of December when the Commu- 
nists are beating us back and Life 
magazine has just published its head- 
line, “We are taking a Hell of a Lick- 
ing.” 

It is impossible for me to pray for 
just anything. I know that getting an 
answer to prayer is a matter that has 
been hedged about in God’s Word 
with as many rules as a bank sets forth 
for the cashing of a check. I would 
not insult a bank by presenting a check 
when I had no account, nor would I 
come as endorser for someone whom 
I knew to be presenting a false check. 
That is why, when a woman asks me 
to pray for her husband, I first find 
out whether she is seeking his salva- 
tion for selfish means—that things 
might be nicer around the house—or 
whether she is realizing that she is 
married to a lost, Hell-deserving sin- 
ner, whom she desires to see saved 
because of the glory of God. 

Every time I think about the situa- 
tion in Korea, and every time I pray 
for our Armies there, there is the 
temptation to pray for victory, and I 
find that the Holy Spirit, by whom | 
seek to be directed in all things, puts a 
block in my mind that makes it im- 
possible for me to pray for victory. | 
can pray for the spiritual needs of 
each individual soldier, and for the 
strengthening of all who are believers 
and the conviction and conversion of 
all whom the Lord has called, but I 
am unable to pray for national vic- 
tory. I believe it would be very bad 
for us as a nation, as | set forth in an 
editorial “Humiliation” in our Sep- 
tember issue. 

MacArthur has no blame in our re- 
serves. On October 7th, after two 
days of debate in the General Assem- 
bly of the United Nations, it was voted 
to cross the 38th parallel. India stated 
that it might stiffen the aggression of 
the North Koreans and might spread 
the war to China. With this pos- 
sibility well understood, the vote was 
taken. Russia and four sattelites voted 


12 Self-confidence leads to prayerlessness 


against it; India and the Mohammedan 
block abstained; but every other na- 
tion voted to cross. The Australian 
delegate had voiced the opinion of the 
majority in saying, “It would be use- 
less if North Korean forces were al- 
lowed to remain ready again to threat- 
en Southern Korea. The bloodshed 
and destruction of the last months 
would all have been in vain.” The risk 
was calculated, and in the words of an 
editorial in the New York Times, 
“worth defending.” 


The action, however, is leading to 
crushing defeat, and great humiliation 
for this country. This, at least, is an 
affirmative answer to our prayers, pub- 
lic and private, that God shall do to 
this country that which we most need. 
If we would only allow Him to bring 
our proud spirit low, He then might 
exalt us in victory. In the meantime, 
there is a definite turning of many 
thousands of people toward spiritual 
things. Churches are crowded as nev- 
er before. It remains for every man 
of God who stands in any pulpit to be 
faithful to God and not to tickle the 
ears of his hearers. May God give us 
strength to cleave deeply to the heart 
of the spiritual problem. 


JENNIE GEDDES 


In our December issue I wrote an 
editorial on the danger of ritual and 
pageantry in the denomination of 
which I am a member. I was greatly 
encouraged by the swift reaction of 
many of our ministerial subscribers. 
There are indeed thousands who have 
not bowed the knee to Baal, and there 
are many men who are outraged by 
the conduct of our denominational 
leaders. I would not be astonished if 
some day it were discovered that the 
faithful men are somewhat like the 
United States in the face of Soviet 
aggression; there will come a day 
when the men will have been pushed 
around enough, and there will be a 
sharp reaction. 

I closed my editorial with the fol- 
lowing sentence: “In Edinburgh, cradle 
of Presbyterianism, they show the 
spot in one of the famed churches, 
where a woman, ‘Meg,’ hurled a stool 
at a bishop, and cried out, ‘No 
Popery,’ I would be glad to furnish a 
few stools.” 





From various parts of the country 
our subscribers of good Scotch an- 
cestry, flock to tell me that it was not 
“Meg” but Jennie Geddes who hurled 
the stool. Quite right. I had confused 
her with “Meg” of Londonderry, Ire- 
land. “Meg” was not a woman but a 
cannon which stood on the walls and 
fired against the Romanist army that 
beseiged the city. All honor to Jennie 
Geddes who hurled the stool. I am 
still offering to furnish more stools, 
and I hope that there will be people 
who will have the courage to hurl 
them. 

But how can I throw a stool? some- 
one asks. Go to your church officials 
and tell them that you want all candles 
and such trappings out of your church 
and that you will not contribute to 
the church that has them. If they vote 
to “modernize” your church archi- 
tecture by banishing the pulpit with 
the Bible to one side while an altar is 
to take the central place, cry out 
against it. “God is Spirit, and they 
that worship Him, must worship Him 
in Spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). 


BRITH BETTER THAN BIRTH 


I am well aware that a play on 
words, especially on words that are 
from two different languages, may be 
a dangerous thing. What false doc- 
trine—yes, what terrible false doctrine 
has arisen from the attempt to make 
the word atonement mean at-one-ment! 
But I have had a great blessing in my 
own life because my fingers slipped on 
the typewriter and wrote one word 
instead of another. My train had come 
into the Baltimore station of the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad and I had an hour 
to wait. I sat on a bench with my 
portable typewriter on my knees and 
started working on the Daily Medita- 
tions for January. I had ‘finished 
January 6th in a hotel room in Wash- 
ington, and now, two hours later, 
had done the next four in the waiting 
room in Baltimore. I came to the 
bottom of my sheet and pulled it out 
of the typewriter and started to glance 
over it. When I came to the medita- 
tion for the 9th, I saw that my fingers 
had slipped and I had written, “The 
Word of God was far more than a 
brith-certificate, and Abram had not 
fully realized it.” The joy of the 
Lord laid hold of me in that moment 
in an indescribable way. For the word 
brith is the Hebrew word for “cove- 
nant.” When God promised Abram 
that he would have seed, it was a cove- 
nant; God was bound by the chain 
of His own holiness. Though no man 
could then have written a document 
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certifying that Isaac had been born, 
for his birth came 15 years later, the 
covenant-certificate of God’s Word 
was more than enough. 

Several years ago a porter took me 
to my room in the Onesto Hotel in 
Canton, Ohio. He knew me well and 
we began talking about the promises 
of God. I had not given him his tip, 
and asked him how much money he 
had in his pocket. He counted it, and 
found that he had $1.19. It was 
Tuesday, and he would not be paid 
until Friday, and would live and sup- 
port his family until then on tips, 
slender at best. I placed a fifty-cent 
piece in his hand, saying, “I give you 
this half dollar. Now how much do 
you have?” He answered, “$1.69.” 
After I had discussed this with him, 
I took the coin and put it back in my 
pocket, asking him, “Now how much 
do you have?” He fell into the trap 
of faithlessness and answered, $1.19.” 
“Then am I a liar?” I asked. “No.” 
“Did I give you that half dollar?” 
“Yes.” “Didn’t you tell me it was 
yours?” “Yes.” “Then how much 
money do you have?” He smiled and 
said, “I have $1.69, but fifty cents of 
it is in your pocket.” It was in his 
before he left the room, and he had 
learned a little more. about the cer- 
tainty of the promises of God. A 
brith—God’s oath and covenant—is 
what makes the birth sure. 


MISSIONARY SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Gifts which: our subscribers have 
kindly sent us from time to time have 
enabled us to send ETERNITY to a large 
number of missionaries 


INTANGIBLE “IT” 


The scene: one of those magnificent 
churches of which there are many in 
America, in almost every denomina- 
tion—socially impeccable, bee-hive 
active, doctrinally orthodox, and spirit- 
ually dead. A decent little ten seconds 
of “grace” is spoken before each of 
the many meals that are served from 
its fine kitchens to all those who are 
actively active in the activities. The 
pastor is a cultured gentleman and 
knows the right word for everybody, 
to put each person at ease. The same 
gracious manner is carried into the 
pulpit and the sermons may sometimes 
cause a surface ripple on the pond of 
conscience, but there is no deep stir- 
ring that brings dead leaves from the 
bottom. 


In that church there are a few 
people—and again this is typical of 
many churches—who are alive unto 
God and who have a deep concern 
because of the spiritual death that is 
in the mixture. The Bible class 
flourishes and occasionally there are 
souls saved. These are spiritually fed 
in the class and spiritually starved in 
the church. The pastor is benevo- 
lently tolerant of the existence of this 
group and has his gravest manner for 
them, telling them that they are the 
cream and the heart of the church. 


But they are restless. They know 


that things are not as they should be. 
They are maintained in growth be- 
cause they spend time, sometimes long 
evenings together, in meditation and 
discussion of the things of God. The 
canasta set thinks that they are slight- 
ly fanatic. 


About a mile or two away, over the 
hill, in a section of the city that is 
still quite respectable but not quite as 
“tony” as the neighborhood of the 
granite edifice, there is another church 
of the same denomination. The new 
pastor is a good man, pouring his 
heart out for the truth. A woman who 
is on fire for God in the granite 
church writes me concerning the situa- 
tion. “After hearing him preach sev- 
eral times I would affiliate with his 
church in a minute if I were not teach- 
ing in my own. From what I have 
heard, he has it, and isn’t afraid to 
preach it.” When I read that sentence I 
smiled, for I knew what was meant by 
“it.” My correspondent knew that I 
would know and didn’t amplify the 
sentence. That intangible “it” is the 
truth of God set forth in the power of 
the Spirit. 

The letter goes on, “My weekday 
Bible class is growing by leaps and 
bounds. We are meeting in the largest 
home obtainable and people are using 
every available space of the lower 
floor. These are women whose ages 
range from twenty to seventy, and 
from practically every denomination. 
The Word is really doing the work. 
The discussion after the hour of teach- 
ing is wonderful and very revealing. 
To be entrusted with the Word of God 
is the most solemn responsibility and 
at the same time the most marvelous 
privilege I know.” 

This teacher told me that her church 
was dead and asked my advice. I told 
her that the whole situation had been 
described in Revelation 3:1, 2 and 
that she must simply obey. The 
church in Philadelphia had a name to 
live and was dead. The 
messenger was told to 





on the foreign fields. 
We express the feeling 
of the missionaries in 
their thanks 


voicing 
and ours for this 
thoughtfulness. The 


year goes by quickly, 
however, and subscrip- 
tions soon expire. We 
do not wish to take 
their names from our 
lists and yet we cannot 
continue to carry them 
without your help. If 
you could read some 
of the letters which we 
receive from lonely 
mission fields, giving 
praise to God for the 
magazine, we feel sure 
that you would count 
it a privilege to contin- 
ue to help in this min- 
istry. 





ARE YOU RECEIVING ETERNITY LATE? 


This issue contains the Sunday School lessons for the first 
Sunday in March as well as for February. Our March is- 
sue will contain Sunday School lessons for the last three 
Sundays of March and the first two Sundays of April. 
Thereafter ETERNITY will include the lessons for the first 
two weeks of the following month in each issue. 

This step has become necessary because so many friends 
have written saying ETERNITY was reaching them too late. 
We have twice moved up our publication date in an effort 
to put Erernity in your hands on time. In these days it is 
not wise for us to set an editorial deadline so early as to 
preclude dealing with world events while they are still 
news. We hope that this change in Sunday School lessons 
will help compensate for the late delivery of ETERNITY in 
some parts of the country. 

Because the problem of delivery of ETERNiTY is one that 
largely concerns the Post Office, we trust that our many 
friends who have been writing us about late deliveries will 
wait at least until after the first week of the month before 
reporting non-delivery. 


be watchful, and to 
strengthen the things 
that remain that are 
ready to die. That is 
the only answer. God 
doesn’t want all the 
believers in one church. 
I believe that it is safe 
to say that I have 
advised 500 people 
against joining the 
church of which I am 
pastor on the ground 
that they have work to 
do in other churches. 
The woman who wrote 
the above paragraphs 
is the real pastor of the 
church of which she is 
a member, and in the 
great day the situation 
will be brought to 
light by God Himself. 
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The way to preserve the peace of the church is to preserve its purity 13 





He Being Dead Yet Speaketh 4 


We have this month another skeleton 
of one of Charles Simeon’s sermons. 
The text is 1 Corinthians 10:3, 4: 
Though it is certain that the covenant 
of grace is ordered in all things and 
sure, and that God will fulfill His 
promise to all who believe, yet there 
is no man so absolutely assured of his 
own interest in the divine favor, as 
that he can with safety cast off all 
watchfulness and circumspection. The 
Corinthians, by going to the utmost 
verge of their Christian liberty in eat- 
ing things offered to idols, were in 
danger of being drawn back into ac- 
tual idolatry. The apostle recommends 
to them, therefore, to exercise self- 
denial, as well for their own sake, 
that they might not be ensnared, as for 
the sake of others, whose weak con- 
sciences might be wounded. He tells 
them that he himself felt the necessity 
of mortifying all his appetites, and 
that he was by any means, after having 
preached to others, he himself should 
be a cast-away. He then proceeds to 
remind them of the Israelites, who, 
notwithstanding the numberless privil- 
eges that they enjoyed, as God’s pe- 
culiar people, perished in the wilder- 
ness for their manifold provocations. 
Among the privileges which he spec- 
ifies, we shall fix our attention upon 
that referred to in the text: and shall 
take occasion from it to inquire what 
was that spiritual food which the Isra- 
elites partook of in the Wilderness? 

God, having brought His people into 
the wilderness, sustained them there, 
with miraculous supplies of bread and 
water. About six weeks after their 
departure out of Egypt their provi- 
sions were spent, and they began to 
be in want of bread. God, therefore, 
promised them a constant supply from 





Basil F. C. Atkinson will bring to our read- 
ers messages from great preachers of an 
earlier time. As Under-Librarian at Univer- 
sity Library Cambridge he has ready access 
to its rich theological treasures. 
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day to dav; forbidding them to reserve 
any for the morrow except on the day 
preceding the Sabbath, ve they were 
to gather sufficient for two days’ con- 
sumption. This food (which for want 
of any more appropriate name they 
called manna, i.e. a portion) descended 
from the clouds every night; and, 
when the dew that covered it was ex- 
haled by the sun, it appeared on the 
face of the ground; it was a very small 
white thing like coriander seed, which 
they ground in their mills and baked; 
and, in taste, it was like wafers made 
of fresh oil and honey. Of this there 
was a constant and regular supply for 
forty years; nor did it ever fail, till 
their want of it was superseded by 
the corn, of which they got possession 
in the land of Canaan. In like manner, 
water was given them out of a rock in 
Horeb, by a stroke of that rod, with 
which Moses had divided the Red Sea; 
and it was made to follow them in all 
their encampments for about thirty- 
eight years; when, for their further 
trial, the stream was dried up, and a 
similar miracle was wrought for them 
again in Kadesh-Barnea. 
1. A typical representation of Christ. 
Our Lord himself copiously declares 
this with respect to the manna; draws 
a parallel between the bread which 
Moses gave to the Israelites, and Him- 
self as the true bread that was given 
them from Heaven; and shows that, as 
the manna supported the natural life 
of that nation for a time, so He would 
give spiritual and eternal life to the 
whole believing world. The same 
truth also He establishes, in reference 
to the water that proceeded from the 
rock. He told the Samaritan woman 
that if she would have asked of Him 
He would have given her living water. 
And on another occasion He stood in 
the place of public concourse, and 
cried, “If any man thirst, let him 
come unto Me and drink;” thereby 
declaring Himself to be the only “well 
of salvation,” the only rock from 
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whence the living water could proceed. 
Indeed, the apostle, in the very words 
of the text, puts this matter beyond a 
doubt; “they drank of that spiritual 
Rock that followed them;” and “that 
Rock was Christ.” 

2. A sacramental pledge of His bless- 


ings. 

Under the Gospel dispensation there 
are two sacraments, Baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper: and these are not only 
“an outward and visible sign of an 
inward and spiritual grace,” but they 
are also “means whereby we receive 
that grace, and a pledge to assure us 
thereof.” Thus when the Israelites were 
“baptised unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea,” they were consecrated unto 
God; and they received, as it were, 
an earnest from Him, that all the bless- 
ings of His covenant should in due 
time be imparted to them, unless they, 
by their violation of the covenant. 
should provoke Him to withhold them. 
In the same manner the bread and 
water miraculously given and con- 
tinued to them, was a pledge, that they 
should one day “eat of the hidden 
manna,” and “drink of the rivers of 
pleasure which are at His right hand 
for ever more,” provided they con- 
tinued stedfast in the covenant, and 
walked worthy of their heavenly call- 
ing. Thus while their daily food typi 
cally represented, and, to those who 
partook of it in faith really conveyed, 
spiritual blessings, it was “an earnest 
to them of the Spirit,” whom the wa- 
ter typified, and “an earnest of that 
inheritance,” which Christ should pur- 
chase for them by his obedience unto 
death. 


And that this food was not peculiar 
to them may be shown by considering 
in what respects it was the same with 
that of which we now partake. When 
the apostle says, that they all ate the 
same spiritual meat, he does not mean 
that all the Israelites subsisted on the 
same food (for that was obvious 
enough, and of no consequence to his 
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subject) but that their spiritual food, 
represented by the manna and the wa- 
ter, was the same that still nourished 
the church of God. To elucidate this 
we may observe, it was the same 

1. In its nature and substance. 

As their bodies could not have main- 
tained their vigor without the daily 
use of bread and water, so neither 
could their souls flourish, unless they 
daily fed upon Christ, the living bread, 
and received from Him renewed com- 
munications of His Spirit. And are 
there any other means of subsistence 
for our souls? Has not our Lord ex- 
pressly told us, that “except we eat His 
flesh and drink His blood, we have 
no life in us?” Has not St. Paul also 
assured us, that none can belong to 
Christ unless they be partakers of His 
Spirit? We are as destitute of strength 
in ourselves as the Israelites were; and 
need the same direction, support and 
succor. If any man could be sufficient 
of himself, surely the great apostle of 
the Gentiles must: but he corrects him- 
self instantly when he appeared to have 
suggested an idea that was capable of 
that interpretation; “I live,” says he, 
“yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; 
and the life which I now live in the 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me.” This is precisely what the 
believers in the wilderness did, when 
they subsisted on their spiritual food: 
and it is what every believer must do 
as long as the world shall stand. 

2. In its use and tendency. 

The daily supply of manna, and of 
the water from the rock, continually 
reminded them of their dependence 
upon God, and encouraged them to 
serve Him with a willing mind. But 
the conveyance of spiritual blessings 
to them under these symbols would go 
further still, and actually produce the 
dispositions, which the outward bless- 
ings could only tacitly recommend. 
And what are the dispositions which 
the eating of the bread of life, and the 
drinking of the living water uniformly 
create? Do they not lead us to a de- 
pendence on God’s care, and a devoted- 
ness to His service? The very end for 
which our Saviour died, was, that they 
who live should not henceforth live 
unto themselves, but unto Him who 
died for them: no doubt therefore His 
love, when shed abroad in the heart, 
will incline us to do this; and His 
grace, communicated to the soul, will 
enable us to do it. 

We may learn from hence. 

1. In what spirit we should attend 
the ordinances of the Gospel. 

The Israelites were left to feel their 
need of food before the miraculous 
supplies were given them: and with 
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what avidity would they gather up the 
new created bread! With what in- 
satiable appetite would they bow down 
to drink of the flowing stream! Such 
is the spirit with which we should ap- 
proach the ordinances of our God. In 
them the manna is rained round about 
our tents: in them the rock is struck, 
and the waters of salvation flow around 
us: and if we come hungering and 
thirsting, we shall never be sent empty 
away. Let none, then, consider the 
ordinances as mere occasions for grat- 
ifying the curiosity but as the place 
where spiritual food is set before them 
for the support and comfort of their 
souls. The Israelites would ask but 
one question: Is this provision suited 
to my necessities? So neither should 
we concern ourselves much about the 
manner in which the ordinances are 
dispensed, but rather go that we may 
receive Christ in them and have more 
abundant communications of His Spir- 
it imparted to us. 

2. What should be the habit of our 
minds when we have partaken of 
spiritual blessings? 

The particular object of the apostle 
in the text is, to inculcate the necessity 
of fear and caution: and the argu- 
ment he uses is well — - 

effect his purppse. Two millions o 

Israelites came out of Egypt: they 

were brought in safety through the 

Red Sea, and supported by this mi- 

raculous food: yet of all, who had 


In Washington, D. C., the monthly 
“Postal Record,” of the National 
Association of Letter Carriers, 
noted that although it teok the 
fastest pony express something 
more than nine hours to deliver 
a letter from St. Joseph, Missouri, 
to Kansas City, “the modern, 
streamlined postal service" does 
the job in two or three days. This 
is progress in reverse and brings 
a smile, but there can be no 
doubt that the same progress in 
reverse hes taken place in the 
streamlining of our churches. For- 
merly there were churches of 
wood and men of granite. Now 
there are churches of granite and 
men of wood. Under the old sys- 
tem that was pedagogically un- 
sound young people were born 
again and men became true min- 
isters of the gospel. Now things 
have been streamlined, the mes- 
sage is a challenge, and men be- 
come church workers. 


Too much humility is pride 


obtained the age of twenty, two only 
were suffered to enter into the 
promised land. All the rest perished 
in the wilderness; and the very pro- 
fession which they made and the 
privileges which they enjoyed, served 
but to enhance, in most instances, it 
is to be feared, their eternal condem- 
nation. Moreover, they were intended 
by God Himself as examples to us; 
that we, admonished by their fate, 
might suppress all irregular desires, 
and walk more worthy of our high 
calling. Well, therefore, does the 
apostle add, “Let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 
We never are so much in danger as 
when we think ourselves most secure. 
Let us then “not be high-minded, but 
fear;” whatever mercies we have ex- 
perienced, and whatever enjoyment 
of spiritual blessings may have been 
vouchsafed to us, let us remember 
that we are not beyond the reach of 
temptation: we may “have escaped for 
awhile the pollutions of the world, and 
yet be again entangled therein and 
overcome: “it is not sufficient for us 
to have “tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come:” 
we may still “fall away, and return 
to a state from whence we shall never 
be renewed to repentance.” Let all 
then take heed, lest a promise being 
left them of entering into God’s rest, 
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in the beak of Genesis 


February 1 
KNOW OF A SURETY (15:13) 

God never wants His children to know a 
thing half-way. He has made provision 
for us to know with surety. “Surely the 
Lord God will do nothing but He revealeth 
His secret unto His servants the prophets” 
(Amos 3:7). Anyone who has a vague 
hope-so faith does not know the reality of 
God’s revealed truth. John tells us that 
“we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding that 
we may know. . .” (1 John 5:20). That 
not only tells us that we know, but that 
we may know that we know. This is the 
certainty that gives peace to the mind, and 
this is diffused through the whole of our 
life and being. Note that this assurance of 
God is in answer to Abram’s question, 
“How shall I know?” (v. 8). God points 
to the sacrifice and says, “Know of a 
surety.” 

LORD, MAY WE LEARN CERTAINTY FROM 
THE CROSS. 


February 2 
A LAND THAT IS NOT THEIR’S (15:13) 
When will we learn that this is God’s 
perfect description of the world in which 
His redeemed are forced to live? If we can 
only lay hold of this truth by faith and 
realize that we who are believers have 
been created for Heaven and that we are 
here on earth only as strangers in a land 
that is not ours because its whole spirit 
and desire is alien to the Christ whom it 
crucified. Lift up your eyes at this moment. 
Perhaps you will look upon the home 
which you sacrificed to secure. Close your 
eyes and tell the Lord that it is a land 
that is not ours, Tell Him that you long 
to leave it to go with Him. Say that you 
are glad to remain as a witness but that 
you have a desire to depart, to be with 
Christ, which is far better (Phil. 1:23). 
LORD, MAKE US TRULY HOME-SICK. 


February 3 
THY SEED ... SHALL SERVE THEM 
(15:13) 

The world hated Christ before it ever 
hated a believer (John 15:18). The 
world is absolutely alien to God and 
spiritual things. Anything that a Christian 
has to do in this world is under a task- 
master who does not comprehend spiritual 
things. You live your life in the world of 
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business, politics, society, even religion, 
all of which are dominated by a thought 
that is contrary to our God. “They think 
it strange that ye run not with them to the 
same excess of riot” (1 Pet. 4:4), and they 
never can think anything else. But even 
though we work for a system that will not 
understand us, we have joy in our hearts 
because all that we do, even when serving 
a crooked master (1 Pet. 2:18), is done 
as unto the Lord and not unto men (Col. 
3:23). The believer serves the Lord even 
when the world is paying his wages. 
LORD, MAY ALL OUR WORK BE FOR 
THEE. 


February 4 
THEY SHALL AFFLICT THEM (15:13) 
Abram now learns that He is not to see 
the glorious fulfillment of the promises 
which have been made to him, but that he 
is to go on by faith, not seeing anything 
but the promise itself. Abram’s children 
were to go through affliction—terrible 
affliction. They were to learn that “through 
much tribulation” they come into the 
Lord’s kingdom. The affliction would be 
so terrible that even the soul of God would 
be grieved for the misery of Israel 
(Judges 10:16). When we know that in 
all our afflictions He is Himself afflicted 
(Isa. 63:9) , anything becomes easy to take. 
We know that it is our Father who per- 
mits it to come upon us, yea, He has even 
planned it. 
LORD, MAY WE KNOW THOU ART WITH 
US IN THE FIRE. 


February 5 
FOUR HUNDRED YEARS (15:13) 

God’s ways are not our ways (Isa, 55:8) . 
We are impatient and hurried because we 
are thinking in terms of time. God is 
eternal and moves above our whole way 
of thinking and being. A man who wants 
to raise mushrooms can get a crop over- 
night but he will be working in a dark 
cellar. A man who wants great oak trees 
will have them for his grandchildren but 
never for himself, but while he plants them 
and watches them develop slowly, he will 
be under the open sky. A man who is 
ninety when he is told that his seed is to 
be the dust, the sand, and the stars must 
learn the perspective of the plan of God. 
Before the accomplishment of the promise 


He that is down need fear no fall 
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there will be slavery, affliction, judgment 
and deliverance. Four centuries would pass 
(actually 430 years), but the Word of God 
would be fulfilled. 

LORD, TEACH US THE PATIENCE OF THY 
PLAN. 


February 6 
THAT NATION .. . WILL I JUDGE 
(15:14) 

Egypt may hold sway for a thousand 
years and more, and may leave behind her 
the weight of her pyramids and the mystery 
of her, desert temples, but she has been 
judged by God, and she will be judged. 
“I will break the Pharaoh’s arms,” God 
declares (Ezk. 30:24), and the giant fore- 
arm of a god, fifteen feet long, with a fist 
three feet through, that is in the British 
Museum, attests the power of God to ac- 
complish the judgment that He promised. 
And the Egypt in which we live—this 
world—in which the believers are groaning, 
shall be judged completely. God has 
spoken it. So in spite of the troubles we 
endure, the opposition that we meet or the 
delays that we experience, we know that 
we are with God, and that in His time He 
will right all wrongs. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE THAT THOU 
HAST JUDGED. 


February 7 

THEY SHALL COME OUT WITH GREA 
SUBSTANCE (15:14) 3 

The believers may be despised and re- 
jected of men while in this world, even as 
was our Lord (Isa. 53:3), but we shall 
leave this world with great substance. It 
is not with the silver and gold of this 
world that our riches shall be manifested, 
but with all that we have accomplished in 
the name of the risen Lord Jesus Christ 
to take a spoil and a prey by laying up for 
ourselves treasures in Heaven. We shall 
carry out of this world the treasure of 
souls that we have wrung from the king- 
dom of the enemy, and the stores of grace 
that we have found by being patient in 
tribulation, loving under oppression and 
confident when the promises seemed de- 
layed. The Lord Jesus Christ spoiled the 
principalities and powers (Col. 2:15), and 
we are “the strong” with which He divides 
the spoil (Isa. 53:12). 
LORD, BE THOU OUR SUBSTANCE. 
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February 8 
THOU SHALT GO... IN PEACE (15:15) 
The devil has no nice old people. Those 
who do not have the life of God within 
them grow meaner and more cantankerous 
as the years go by, and as they come near- 
er and nearer to their eternal judgment. 
But “the trees of the Lord are full of 
sap” (Ps. 104:16), and the believer can 
grow old gracefully. Abram was now con- 
vinced that the Lord was true and that the 
promises were certain, even though he had 
begun to realize that he, himself, would not 
see their accomplishment. He rested in 
the Word of God alone, and had learned 
that he needed no other guarantee. This 
was enough, and this was peace. He was 
justified, and his path would shine more 
and more unto the perfect day (Prov. 
4:18). 
LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR PEACE AT 
ALL TIMES. 


February 9 
TO THY FATHERS (15:15) 

Terah, and Abram’s other ancestors, 
were not buried in Canaan, but in Haran 
and in Ur of the Chaldees. This promise 
does not mean, therefore, that Abram was 
to be buried in the same plot with them, 
but that he would rejoin them in the so- 
journ of the dead, while he would wait 
for the day when Christ would descend to 
release them and take them to be with 
Himself forever. This is the first of many 
references which gives to all believers the 
comfort of knowing that we shall be with 
our loved ones after death, that we shall 
know them and be joined to the Lord 
together with them. It is to that phrase, 
meaningless without the certainty of our 
knowing our loved ones, that the Lord adds 
the commandment of comfort. “Together 
with them, . . Comfort one another with 
these words” (1 Thess. 4:17,18) . 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY COM- 
FORT. 


February 10 
IN A GOOD OLD AGE (15:15) 


A good old age is that time of life in 
which the Christian, knowing that the 
world looks upon him as a has-been, be- 
gins to see himself as one who has just 
begun eternity. We do not enter eternal 
life when we die, but when the eternal life 
enters into us at the time we are born again. 
When we've been there ten million years, 
bright shining as the sun, the life that we 
shall be living in Heaven is the exact same 
life that the Lord has already planted with- 
in us when we become partakers of the 
divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). Old age brings 
with it a thousand messengers that tell us 
that we are to move from our bodies. The 
wrinkles, the dimming eye-sight, the creak- 
ing joints, the graying hair and all the 
rest of God’s sweet messengers, call us from 
an attachment to the flesh and help us 
turn our gaze upon the invisible and the 
eternal. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR OLD-AGE 
BENEFITS. 
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February 11 
INIQUITY ... NOT YET FULL (15:16) 


If God asks us to be patient and to take 
the long view that reaches beyond genera- 
tions and into centuries, it is because He 
Himself is revealing to us that He is pa- 
tient beyond comparison. We must never 
forget that God is engaged in the invisible 
war with the rebel prince, and that God is 
teaching eternal things to the few who 
will believe Him in the midst of .a world 
which is illusion and delusion. We may 
look out upon a world that produces 
Hitlers and Stalins, and, seeing the fruit 
of their lives in the horrors of their prison 
camps, may cry out to God, “How long, 
O Lord” (Rev. 6:10), and the Lord an- 
swers us that their iniquity is not yet full, 
that the number of martyrs is not yet ful- 
filled (Rev. 6:11), and bids us to wait. If 
the iniquity of the world had been full 
in 1850, none of us would have been born 
to be born again. 

LORD, WE THANK THEE FOR THY PA- 
TIENCE. 


February 12 
THE SUN WENT DOWN AND IT WAS 
DARK (15:17) 

Since God began this experience with 
Abram while it was dark and the stars 
were shining (v. 5), we can see that he 
had been occupied with all these things 
for many long hours. From before the 
dawn until after the sunset Abram had 
had to wait in the heat of the day. Though 
much of the time was spent in preparing 
the sacrifices, yet much time was spent in 
driving away the fowls (v. 11), and in 
sleep and the horror that came upon him 
(v, 12). But after the long morning and 
the long afternoon of life God is ready to 
give some of His most wonderful blessings. 
It is as we grow older in the faith that its 
richest appearances come to us and the true 
meaning of the covenant of God grows 
upon us. 

LORD, THOU ART OUR LIGHT. 


February 13 
A SMOKING FURNACE (15:17) 


This is the first of the symbols of God's 
presence. It was thus that He appeared to 
Moses on Mount Sinai (Ex. 19:18). The 
furnace was well known to ancient peoples; 
it was the small apparatus with which the 
silversmiths and the goldsmiths melted 
down their precious ores so that the dross 
might leave them and the refined and pure 
element might remain. The trial of our 
faith is much more precious than gold 
which perisheth, though it be tried in the 
fire (1 Pet. 1:7). The Lord is with His 
own in the furnace (Dan. 3:25). The 
smith who thus purifies the metal keeps 
the fire burning until the dross comes to 
the top. He removes this until the molten 
metal is clear enough to reflect his own 
face. Thus the Lord sits as a refiner and 
purifier of silver (Mal. 3:3), and the fur- 
nace will burn until He sees His image 
in us. 

LORD, IF IT IS THY HAND, TURN ON THE 
FIRE. 





February 14 
A BURNING LAMP (15:17) 

The long day of trial ends with light. It 
is always so with God’s dealings with His 
children. The spirit of faith recognizes its 
own nothingness and turns utterly to the 
Lord, knowing itself to be sterile and bar- 
ren. It is then that the Lord turns on the 
light. This is Himself, since God is light 
and in Him dwelleth no darkness at all 
(1 Jn, 1:5). God appeared to Moses in a 
burning bush (Ex. 3:2), and in a burning 
mountain to Israel (Ex. 19:18, Heb. 12:18) ; 
and He led them through the wilderness as 
a pillar of smoke and fire by night, and 
of cloud by day (Ex. 14:19,20; 24:17). He 
tells us later (Isa. 4:5), that this was for 
a Glory and a Defence for His people. 
Thus it is here; He is His own guarantee. 
LORD, BE THOU OUR CERTAINITY. 


February 15 
IN THE SAME DAY (15:18) 


All of this: the blood sacrifice, the oath 
of God, the smoking furnace and the burn- 
ing lamp, was symbolic of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. When our Lord tells us that Abra- 
ham rejoiced to see His day, and was glad 
(John 8:56), we may well believe that it 
was at this sunset that Christ’s day began 
to lighten for Abraham. God has no bless- 
ings for any man apart from the work of 
Christ. It is in the day of Calvary that all 
the promises are to be seen, and in the 
dawn of that sunset, after we see the 
darkness of God on Calvary, that we shall 
be lightened forever more. It is when 
we see His-day that we shall rejoice and 
be glad. 

LORD, REJOICE OUR HEARTS WITH 
CALVARY'S DAY. 


February 16 
THE LORD MADE A COVENANT (15:18) 


The Lord did it all. Abram had noth- 
ing to do with it. It should be noted that 
the Lord moved between the burning 
pieces of the sacrifice but Abram did not. 
If men had been making a mutual covenant 
both parties would have moved in the 
figure eight among the pieces, but God 
alone moves here. The covenants of God 
are not agreements between two parties 
meeting and agreeing on mutual terms, 
The promises of God begin and end with 
Himself. They are unilateral agreements, 
divinely and blessedly one-sided. God 
promises, God blesses, God gives, God 
guarantees, God assures, and since He is 
“willing more abundantly to show unto 
the heirs of promise the immutability of 
His counsel” (Heb. 6:17), He confirms it 
by oath. 

LORD, ALL WE CAN SAY IS, LORD! 
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1 HAVE GIVEN (15:18) 

The promises of God are sure, and they 
are all in the past tense as far as He is 
concerned. What then is the part of man 
in these covenants of God? Unquestion- 
ably our part is that of the one who re- 
ceives all that God gives in grace. David 
asks, “What shall I render unto the Lord 
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for all His benefits toward me?” (Psa. 
116:12). It is the same question we have 
asked. And listen to His answer: “I will 
take the cup of salvation, and call upon 
the name of the Lord” (v. 13). What 
shall I give? God says, “I'll do the giving. 
You take.” The old word render means 
to give, and the French form, with the 
reflexive for self se rendre has given us 
our word surrender. With a God who 
does everything we must come and say, 
“Here Lord, I give myself away; "Tis all 
that I can do.” 

LORD, | TAKE: LET ME GIVE MYSELF. 


February 18 
FROM THE RIVER . . . UNTO THE 
RIVER (15:18) 

We cannot conceive that anyone who has 
read the last forty paragraphs of these 
meditations can hold that God did not 
really mean this promise literally. To 
deny that the children of Israel shall liter- 
ally possess the literal land, far beyond 
anything they have ever touched, becomes 
unbelief that is an effrontery. God has 
something for literal Israel. Once we were 
Gentiles. dogs that would take the crumbs 
from Israel's table (Mk. 7:28). Let us 
never be those who hold all the blessings 
are now for the church and refuse even 
the crumbs of the earthly promises to 
the Israel whom God has chosen to pos- 
sess the land for His glory, God has told 
us that we are to pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem, and that they shall prosper 
that love those walls (Psa. 122:6) . 

LORD, GIVE ISRAEL HER RIVERS. 


February 19 

. . THE HITTITES . . . (15:20) 

The amazing scope of the promise to 
Israel now becomes evident. The Hittites 
were the sons of Ham, and they were under 
a curse. For centuries this great power 
would fight against Israel; these mighty 
cousins of the Egyptians and the Canaan- 
ites would contest the provisions of this 
deed and its title insurance of Calvary. 
But they would one day be blotted out, 
and this has happened. And just as sure- 
ly their land—and note that their great 
country was what is now Asia Minor—must 
one day come under the rule of God's 
people, chosen to be the colonial admin- 
istrators of the earth in that day when the 
Lord shall redeem His promises which were 
made to earthly peoples. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM RESTRICTING THEE. 


February 20 
SARAI, ABRAM’S WIFE (16:1) 

A promise made to Abram was also a 
promise to Sarai, for a man’s wife is one 
with him in the sight of God. Sarai was to 
Abram as Eve was to Adam, and as the 
true church is to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We know from the New Testament that 
Sarai is the mother of faithful women 
even as Abram is the father of all who be- 
lieve. “Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him 
lord; whose daughters ye are, as long as 
ye do well, and are not afraid with any 
amazement” (1 Pet. 3:6). Just as all 
women are included in the phrase “sons 
of God” found so often in the New Testa- 
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ment, so all believing men must find them- 
selves in the phrase “daughters of Sara” 
and see that we must call our Bridegroom 
“Lord.” 
LORD, MAY WE CALL THEE LORD IN 
TRUTH. 

February 21 
BARE HiM NO CHILDREN (16:1) 

The natural desires of the human heart 
are to be, to appear, to seem, to 
and this not only for ourselves but for 
the posterity that we beget in our own 
image. The lesson that God is about to 
teach concerning Sarai, we are directly 
told in the New Testament, is an allegory 
concerning our faith (Gal. 4:24). Abram 
was justified by faith, but this did not 
keep him from trying to do something 
in his own strength. God is seeking to 
bring us to the place where we realize our 
utter nothingness, in order that we may 
become utterly dependent upon Him. 
Abram believed God but he was looking to 
himself and Sarai to fulfill the promise. 
He would turn and look to Hagar. He 
had to learn to look to God, 

LORD, TEACH US THE TRUE DIRECTION 
OF FAITH. 

Febraury 22 
THE LORD HATH RESTRAINED ME 
FROM BEARING (16:2) 

Sarai saw the result but she did not 
know the true reason. Her motives were 
probably good, for she knew the promise 
to Abram and was impatient for its ful- 
fillment. It had not yet been revealed that 
she was to be the mother. Her act, there- 
fore, may be seen as one of impatience 
trying to help God do something by hu- 
man means instead of comprehending that 
sterility and barrenness in the Christian 
life are means used by God to put us on 
our faces before Him in order that we 
may bring forth fruit, more fruit, much 
fruit, and fruit that remains, even as 
Christ said (John 15:1-8). The first temp- 
tation that comes with the knowledge of 
barrenness is always that we must do some- 
thing about it in human strength. This 
hope, too, must be deceived if we are to 
be truly fruitful. 

LORD, MAKE SELF UTTERLY BARREN. 


February 23 
GO IN UNTO MY MAID (16:2) 

The dear old woman wanted so much to 
see the promise accomplished, but the 
proposal was wrong in every way. Someone 
has pointed out that this action was wrong 
against God, whose word had been given 
and whose time should have been awaited. 
It was wrong against Abram, leading him 
out of the pathway of patient waiting for 
God’s will. It was wrong against Hagar, 
and did not recognize her individuality 
and rights in the matter. It was wrong 
against Sarai herself, robbing her of a 
high privilege as well as leading to dis- 
obedience. And I may add that it was 
wrong against the child that would be 
born, for he became a “wild-ass man,” of 
whom God said that he could never be 
the heir. 

LORD, KEEP US FROM FOLLY. 


February 24 
1 MAY OBTAIN . . . BY HER (16:2) 
The fiesh will do anything except die 
that it may obtain by God. It must have 
been galling in the extreme to Sarai, 
whose pride we may see in its later 
wounds, to know in her heart that she was 
the barren one. She must have had the 
suspicion that her husband was virile, 
but that she was sterile. Now she suc- 
combs to the great temptation to follow 
the ancient custom that the child of a 
slave was the child of the mistress. Since 
God tells us in Galatians that Hagar is 
the law and Sarai is grace, this idea is the 
equivalent of thinking that grace can ob- 
tain something by legalism. How the hu- 
man heart hates pure grace! How man’s 
desire is to do, do, do something for God! 
Law seeks to obtain by doing, grace ac- 
cepts all freely. 
LORD, TEACH US TO REST IN GRACE. 


February 25 
ABRAHAM HEARKENED (16:2) 

The temptation to Abram originated in 
Sarai. It should go without saying that 
Abram should not have yielded. After 
the wonders of the night of the stars, the 
day of the sacrifice and the evening of the 
covenant should not Abram have been im- 
pervious to such a temptation? Alas, the 
path of faith has no perfect feet walking 
in it, We go forward as a baby learns to 
walk—the right foot takes two steps at a 
time and down we go. No matter how ma- 
ture a Christian may be, no matter what 
his knowledge of the truth or the depth 
of his experiences with God, he is still 
prone to hestitate, blunder, fall into mis- 
takes, errors, sins, even to the end of the 
road. But like other babies, Abram would 
be picked up and yet learn to walk more 
steadily. 

LORD, KEEP OUR EARS AND FEET. 


February 26 

HAGAR . . . THE EGYPTIAN (16:3) 

The devil is always somewhere in a 
temptation. We know from James (1:13) 
that God never tempts a man to sin. The 
evil in a temptation comes from the 
enemy. The fact that Sarai had brought 
an Egyptian maid from Pharaoh's court 
shows the danger of sojourning in the 
world. When one leaves, there is something 
of the world that comes with us, and it 
must utlimately be disavowed and cast 
out. It is highly significant that Hagar 
was an Egyptian, for that means that Hagar 
was a child of Ham, upon whom God pro- 
nounced the curse through Noah. Here 
Satan is seeking to put a counterfeit heir, 
that is, an anti-Christ, in the place of the 
promise. The consequences of any sin 
flare out as a chain reaction. 
LORD, MAY WE NOT BE IGNORANT OF 
SATAN'S DEVICES. 


February 27 

AFTER TEN YEARS IN THE LAND (16:3) 
Years of desert walk from Ur to Canaan, 
and now ten years in the land, yet just as 
prone to sin as before. We sometimes 
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Texts the Romanists Have Twisted 


The 


In Second Peter, chapter three, 
verses fifteen and sixteen, we have the 
words of him who is claimed by some 
to be the first pope and the founda- 
tion upon which the Roman Catholic 
Church rests. We read: “And account 
that the long suffering of our Lord is 
salvation; even as our beloved brother 
Paul also according to the wisdom 
given unto him hath written unto you; 
as also in all his epistles, speaking in 
them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, 
which they that are unlearned and un- 
stable wrest or twist, torture, as they 
do also the other Scriptures, unto 
their own destruction.” Peter was 
speaking under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit when he said that there 
were men who twisted and wrested 
and tortured the Scriptures unto their 
own destruction. I am going to con- 
sider certain of the texts which have 
been so twisted by the Roman church 
to form the foundation of their human 
organization, that they have founded 
the monstrous thing that bears their 
name. 

If there should be a Roman Catholic 
who reads this article, I want you to 
understand that in so far as matters 
of faith are concerned I would treat 
you most kindly and from the Word 
of God I would present to you the 
risen Lord Jesus Christ as the only 
hope of salvation. But I think you 
will be able to see why we write as we 
do when I present the following evi- 





During last autumn Dr. Barnhouse preached 
@ series of sermons on texts that the Roman- 
ists have twisted. These were electrically -re- 
corded and are printed on the insistence o 
many people, some of them members of the 
staff. Dr. Barnhouse has consented to their 
printing, somewhat against his will, as his 
heavy schedule has not permitted their re- 
vision by him. 
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dence. If some one should say, “Are 
you not bigoted in writing against the 
Roman Catholic Church?” I reply, 
“Is a man bigoted when he desires to 
fight off something which is reaching 
for his neck to choke him?” 


In this series of articles I shall pre- 
sent the text under discussion and the 
occasion for the text, then the dis- 
tortion of the text, concluding with 
the truth of the text, that is what the 
Word of God teaches. Truth is eternal 
and unchangable and man can never 
run away from it. 

The background of the text before 
us is to be found in the sixteenth 
chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. The 
Lord Jesus Christ was walking along 
the road with His disciples and He was 
conversing with them concerning the 
nature of His own Being. He said, 
“Whom say ye that I am?” Some 
said one thing and some said another. 
Then Peter said: “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God!” Jesus 
answered; “Blessed art thou Simon, 
Son of Jonah, for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it to thee, but my Father 
who is in Heaven.” “And I say unto 
thee, Thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
it. And I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
Heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in 
Heaven.” 

Now, first of all, we must compre- 
hend what must have been in the minds 
of the disciples when suddenly Peter 
spoke out and said, “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God!” If 
you read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, you discover that in the early 
part of his life, before the time of 


the cross, Peter was a very great 
talker and frequently made such mis- 
takes that Christ had to correct him. 
The very first time we ever hear Peter 
is when he walked up to Christ after 
our Lord had changed his name and 
said, “How oft should I forgive my 
brother? Seven times?”, which shows 
that he must have been in a great 
many fights. And the Lord said, 
“Seventy times seven!” Again, a little 
while later you find Peter out alone, 
and someone comes to him and says, 
“Does your master pay taxes?” “Oh! 
yes, yes, my master pays taxes!” The 
Lord had to rebuke him and say, 
“Does a king pay taxes?” “No, no, 
no,” cries Peter. “You have involved 
me,” replies the Lord, “so you are to 
go to my Sea of Galilee for I have 
had my law of gravity take a piece of 


. silver from one of my creatures, and 


one of my fish has come to catch it in 
his mouth. You are to go fishing and 
I will have my fish come to you and 
you will open the mouth of the fish 
and take out the coin and go and pay 
your taxes and mine.” This all came 
about because Peter had spoken out 
of turn. 

Upon the Mount of Transfiguration, 
when Peter had opened his eyes from 
his time of sleep he saw the Lord Jesus 
Christ transfigured and there beside 
Him, Moses and Elijah. And they 
were speaking of the decease which 
Jesus should accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Peter rushed into the scene and said, 
“Lord, it is good to be here! Let us 
make three tabernacles; one for Thee. 
and one for Moses, and one for Eli- 
jah.” - And God had to rebuke him 
from Heaven and say, “This is My 
beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased. Hear ye Him!” 

We find Peter in the upper room, 
Jesus is come to wash the disciples’ 
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feet. Peter said, “Thou shalt not wash 
my feet!” The Lord replies, “If I shall 
not wash thy feet thou hast no part 
with Me!” “Oh, not only my feet but 
my head and my hands also!” cries Pe- 
ter. “No,” says our Lord, “he that is 
washed needs not to be washed again, 
but is clean every whit.” A little 
while later when Christ said, “One of 
you will betray Me,” Peter came to 
Him and said, “Lord, I shall never be- 
tray Thee!” When he was informed 
that before the cock would crow twice, 
he would deny Him thrice, Peter, with 
vehemence, we read in Mark, declared 
that he would never deny Him. 


Thus you see the general run of 
Peter’s talk. He was a man of effer- 
vescent speech. He is the most Amer- 
ican character in the Bible. The group 
must have been surprised when Peter, 
who always spoke out of turn, declared 
one of the most sublime truths ever 
uttered. “Whom say ye that I am?” 
“Thou art the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God!” Immediately the Lord 
Jesus Christ stopped the procession 
and He said, in effect, “Now wait a 
minute, men, Peter did not think that 
out by himself. This declaration is not 
to be classified with his usual thought- 
less remarks. Peter has just been the 
object of a supernatural revelation.” 
For this is the meaning of, “Blessed 
art thou, Simon, son of Jonah, for 
flesh and blood has not revealed it 
unto thee but my Father who is in 


Heaven!” 


Now the effect of this experience 
upon Peter is immediately seen. As 
you study the chapter closely you dis- 
cover it was as though Peter had said 
to himself, “This is wonderful! I 
never had any one talk to me like this 
before. I have said something which 
is actually correct. I wonder if I can 
get another compliment like this?” 
And seven verses further along when 
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Several years ago a London morn- 
ing newspaper omitted 
scope one day. Within twenty- 
four hours the editorial office re- 
ceived more than fifty thousand 
telegrams, telephone and personal 
calls from complaining readers. 
The Christian may marvel at the 
folly of the unregenerate, but 
those who do not have the source 
of faith and life in the Word of 
God are forced, like a drowning 
man who grasps at any straw, to 
seek help from even the silliest 
sources outside the Word. 


our Lord said, “I 
am going up to Je- 
rusalem and die,” 
Peter said, “Here’s 
my chance! Lord, be 
it far from Thee.” 
And this time Jesus 
said, “Get thee be- 
hind Me, Satan!” 
Thus you see the 
measu're of the 
man. 


It is upon this 
statement of our 
Lord that the Roman Catholic Church 
has established its position. Christ 
said, “Thou art Petros, and upon this 
petra I will build My church, and the 
gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
it.” It is upon this verse that the 
Roman church has built its doctrine. 
I quote from Monsignor, the Canon 
John Vaughn, who said, that: “The 
fundamental principles of the Roman 
Catholic Church are three: one, that 
Jesus Christ actually founded a Church; 
two, that He conferred upon that 
church jurisdiction and power to 
teach and govern all mankind; and 
third, the church which Christ founded 
and clothed with such power and au- 
thority is the Roman Catholic Church.” 
Around the interior of the dome of 
St. Peter’s basilica in Rome, in letters 
ten feet in height, this verse is printed 
in Latin. 

In addition to this verse they turn 
to our Lord’s words in Luke where 
after informing Peter that he would 
deny Him, the Lord says; “But when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy 
brethren.” And they say when Jesus 
said to Peter, “Feed my sheep!”, the 
Lord was actually conferring upon him 
the twice-promised primacy. 

When you use the term “pope,” for 
they say that Peter was the first pope, 
you are using a word which means 
“father.” In Rome you hear the 
Italians speak of him as /1 Papa.When 
you say the papacy, you are saying the 
“popacy,” the Roman Catholic Bishop 
of Rome is supposed to be “the papa,” 
the head, the chief, the father, not 
alone of Christians, but of the entire 
world. 

The extent to which this idea is 
held by Catholics may be seen from 
this pronouncement of the Council of 
Trent. “We hold that the Holy 
Apostolic See and the Roman Pontiff 
hold the primacy over the whole world. 
And that the Roman Pontiff himself 
is the successor of the blessed Peter, 
prince of the apostles, and true vicar 
of Christ, the head of the whole 
church, the father of all Christians 
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and that to him, in the person of the 
blessed Peter, was given by our Lord 
Jesus Christ full power to feed, to 
rule and to govern the universal 
church, as is contained also in the 
acts of the ecumenical councils and 
the sacred canon.” 


In 1870, in the days of your grand- 
fathers, this doctrine was extended 
still farther by the Vatican Council. 
Expression was given to it in the 
promulgation of the dogma of the in- 
fallibility of the pope. The Council 
declared: “The Saviour is once more 
on earth. He is in the Vatican in the 
person of an aged man. The Pope is 
Christ, in office, Christ in jurisdiction, 
and power. We bow down before thy 
voice, O Pius, as before the voice of 
Christ, the God of truth. In clinging 
to thee we cling to Christ.” 


Pope Boniface VIII throws further 
light on this doctrine. “There are two 
swords, the spiritual and the temporal, 
both are in the power of the church. 
The one, the spiritual, is to be used 
by the church; the other, the material, 
is to be used for the church. The 
former, the spiritual, is that of the 
priests; the latter, is that of the kings 
and the soldiers, to be wielded at the 
command and sufferance of the 
priests.” Thus we have the teaching 
that no army may march literally 
without the consent of the pope. This 
is true in Spain. It is true in Argen- 
tina. This is true in every Jesuit 
dominated country. Boniface con- 
tinues: “One sword must be under the 
other, the temporal under the spiritual. 
The spiritual instituted the temporal 
power and judges whether that power 
is well exercised. If the temporal power 
errs, as for example, if the Supreme 
Court of the United States makes a 
mistake, it is judged by the spiritual. 
We therefore assert, define, and pro- 
nounce that it is necessary to salvation 
to believe that every human being is 
subject to the pontiff of Rome.” 

These are the declarations of the 
Roman Catholic Church, by which the 
church has stood through the ‘ cen- 
turies. But this is not alone an an- 
cient doctrine. A modern publication 
of the last ten years, published in this 
country by Sheed & Ward, Father 
Farrell’s Companion to the Summa, 
an original work by St. Thomas 
Aquinas, is in the spirit of the fore- 
going declarations. And Farrell’s work 
bears the imprimature of one of 
Rome’s current cardinals. 

In the Catholic Encyclopedia, in the 
“U” volume, in the article entitled 
“Unam Sanctam,” which are the first 
words of the papal bull “Unam Sanc- 
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tam Ecclesiam Catholicam, etc.,” we 
read, “There is one, holy catholic 
church. . . . It is the duty of every 
catholic to acknowledge the pontiff, 
and he who does not is not to be 
counted among Christ’s sheep.” 


This is not mere history. Rome 
boasts in the fact that she never 
changes. If she were to have absolute 
power, as she does in Spain, all other 
power opposed to her would be de- 
stroyed. We are not bigots when we 
call your attention to these facts. When 
a group of people among us officially 
declares that it alone has the means 
of access to Heaven, and that salvation 
can only be had at the price of sub- 
mitting to the papacy, it has a right 
to stand examination. 

We turn from the perversion of the 
text to its true meaning. What does 
the verse really mean? The Lord Jesus 
Christ knew what man was. In the 
Gospel of John, chapter two we read, 
“But Jesus did not commit Himself 
unto them, because He knew all men, 
and needed not that any should testify 
of man: for He knew what was in man 
(2:24, 25). He knew how weak and 
feeble man was. He did not need that 
any one should teach Him human psy- 
chology. David said: “I am fearfully 
and wonderfully made. Thou knowest 
my down sittings and my uprisings. 
Thou knowest all my thoughts before 
they are in my tongue” (Psa. 139:2- 
4). 

Jesus knew everything there was to 
know about man. The first time our 
Lord saw Simon he said, “Thou art 
Simon and thou shalt be Peter.” 
Everyone knows that the name Peter 
means “rock.” You have it in such 
English words as “petrified,” as in the 
trunk of a tree that has turned to stone. 
You have it in such a word as “petrol- 
ogy,” a substudy in the department of 
geology, the study of rocks. Our Lord 
intended to make of unstable Simon 
a rock of the living stone. 

On the day of our text the Lord 
Jesus was testing the disciples. He was 
weaning them away from confidence 
in themselves and building their con- 
fidence in Himself. He knew that He 
was going back to Heaven. He knew 
that they had to be prepared for the 
tremendous changes which were to 
come. They would no longer see Him 
with the eyes of the flesh, but with the 
eyes of the Spirit they would see the 
invisible. They would build their hope 
in Him. They would know that they 
had a strong consolation in the refuge 
which had been given to them as an 
anchor within the veil. 

So the Lord Jesus Christ said, 
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“Whom say ye that I am?” He brought 
forth from Peter this confession, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” And the Lord Jesus Christ said, 
“I say to thee, Blessed art thou,Petros, 
for upon this petra I will build my 
church and the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it.” 

Now what was the foundation? Is 
it the dead bones of Peter, supposedly 
lying out of state beneath the church 
of the same name, in Rome? No! The 
great truth of the foundation of the 
Church is the Lord Jesus Christ. What 
our Lord actually said was this: “Thou 
art Peter, the man, but upon this rock 
I will build my church.” What is the 
rock? Is it Peter the man or “Thou 
art Christ, the Son of the living God”? 
We thank God that our faith is not 
built upon a man, weak and vascilat- 
ing. Our faith is built upon the Lord 
Jesus Christ and on Him alone. 

Again we turn to Catholic author- 
ity, the fathers of the Church. With 
what position do they agree? Do they 
agree with the Romanists or with us? 
Listen to Chrysostom, as he comments 
on this text: “On this Stone, that is 
to say on the faith of this confession 
I will build My Church. And this con- 
fession is . . . “Thou art the Christ the 
Son of the living God” (Fifty-fifth 
Homily on Mt. 13). Hear St. Ambrose: 
“Then the Lord replies to him (Peter) : 
On this stone I will build My church, 
that is to say, on this confession of the 
universal faith I will build the faith- 
ful that they may have life” (On the 
2d chapter to the Ephesians). 

And from the great Augustine: 
“What is the meaning of this saying 
of Jesus Christ? It is this: I will 
build My church on this faith, on what 
has just been said, to wit, “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God” 
(On the 1st Epistle of St. John). “On 
this rock which thou has confessed I 
will build My church; for the rock is 
Christ” (Gospel of St. John). 


And says St. Jerome: “The rock is 


Christ” (Comm. on St. Matthew). ' 
We might cite other fathers of the 


Church. Cyril and Hilary from their 
works on the Trinity bear testimony 
to this view. Basil of Seleucia’s 
Homily on St. Matthew takes this view 
also. Again a supposedly catholic 
court supports Biblical doctrine. As 
in the case of the authority of the 
Scriptures, we find these great men of 
the early church supporting the doc- 
trine of Christ, the doctrine of Rome 
being still unconceived. 

In closing we turn to the words of 
Peter himself. Does he profess to be 
the rock? Hear him: “Wherefore also, 
it is contained in the Scripture, Be- 
hold, I lay in Zion a chief corner 
stone, elect, precious: and he that be- 
lieveth on Him shall not be confounded. 
Unto you therefore which believe, He 
is precious; but unto them which be 
disobedient, the stone which the build- 
ers rejected, the same is made the head 
of the corner, and a stone of stum- 
bling, and a rock of offence, even to 
them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient: whereunto also they were 
appointed” (1 Pet. 2:6-8). 

And speaking of the believer com- 
ing to Christ, he writes: “To whom 
coming as unto a living stone, rejected 
indeed of men, but chosen of God and 
precious” (1 Pet. 2:4). 

The apostles, the fathers, the saints 
of all the ages will ever sing despite 
the claims of Rome: 


The church’s one foundation, 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation, 
By water and the Word. 

From Heaven He came and sought her, 
To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 


Elect from every nation, 

Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation, 

One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food; 
And to one hope she presses, 

With every grace endued. 
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A cartoon showed a sketch of an 
evidently wealthy man listening in- 
tently to a de luxe model Z 
radio-phonograph, with two 
women in the background 
talking. The one says to the 
other: "Twenty-five hundred S 
dollars for a combination phonograph, 
made to order, and all he plays is 
‘Cohen on the Telephone’."” We may 
smile at the incongruity, but isn't it a 
fact that you have many things in your 
life that are out of all- proportion to a 
system of priorities that would put first 
things first. 
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An Associated Press dispatch from Berlin 
under date of November 20:h states that an 
east German news agency has adopted the So- 
viet practice of ignoring Christ in dating his- 
torical events. The paragraph that called at- 
tention to this was a report of archaeological 
excavations near Kharkov, Russia, that had 
unearthed relics belonging “to the nine cen- 
tury of our time reckoning and to the sixth 
century before our time reckoning.” The 
same dispatch reported that Communist-pub- 
lished textbooks for the school system of east 
Germany already omit references to A.D. and 
B.C. 


Leland Wang, the noted Chinese preacher, in a 
letter to the editor recounts the following: “My 
brother, Dr. C. Frank Wang, superintendent of the 
mission hospital in Mamoi, Foochow, received ‘a 
letter one day containing a demand for ten ounces 
of gold, saying, ‘If my brother refuses to meet the 
demand, then his life will be threatened.’ My 
brother sent a letter to the address given saying he 
was very sorry that he had no gold, but that he had 
something to offer which was far more precious 
than gold. Enclosed was a copy of the Gospel of 
John. Sometime later another letter came from the 
would-be kidnapper saying, ‘Please pardon me and 
pray for me; I want to be a Christian now.’” 

Mr. Wang adds, “The Gospel has not lost its 
ancient power to save. Praise the Lord. The 
world needs the missionary program more than 


the Marshall Plan.” 


Vincent Impelliteri was sworn in as New 
York’s 101st mayor in simple ceremonies at 
which the prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Joseph Tynan, pastor of the (Jesuit) St. 
Francis Xavier Church, the personal friend 
of the mayor who has engineered his political 


career. 


Bertrand Lord Russell, Nobel Prize winner, and 
self-styled atheist, has stated in a lecture at Co- 
lumbia University that the “philosophy of human 
power being suggested by the triumphs of science 
may, if unchecked, inspire a form of unwisdom 
from which disastrous consequences may result.” 
He pointed out that as a result of evolution it must 
be admitted that “men are not all congenitally 
equal, and that evolution proceeds by selecting 
favorable variations.” He showed that some people 
had taken this truth and had used it for the. su- 
premacy of a group, such as Hitler and the Nor- 
dics, or white racial supremacy. The results of 
such distortions, he said, are either slavery or war. 


A Window O1 


That is all that science can promise us—slavery 
or war. 


And the truth that would make men free is denied 
by Russell. He says, “In the modern concept of the 
universe even the sun is scarcely a middle-class 
star... And as to man, the sun weighs two octillion 
tons, the Milky Way weighs about 160,000 million 
times as much as the sun, and is one of a collection 
of galaxies of which about 30,000,000 are known. It 
is not easy to maintain a belief in one’s own cosmic 
importance in view of such overwhelming statistics.” 


In the scientific world, he continued, one causes 
things to go as one wishes not by prayer and hu- 
mility, as was the case in the prescientific age but 
by acquiring knowledge of natural laws. “The 
power of prayer had recognized limits,” he said. 
“It would have been impious to ask too much. But 
the power of science has no known limits. We 
were told that faith could remove mountains, but 
no one believed it. We are now told that the atomic 
bomb can remove mountains and everyone believes 
ag 

Yet the believer in the Bible realizes that “moun- 
tains” are frequently used as a symbol of govern- 
ments, and that God is removing governments at 
the present time, is restoring Israel to her land, 
and that He is going to proceed to smash into 
chaos the civilization that can produce the mind 
of a Lord Russell. Our faith is a long range affair 
in some spheres, and we wait calmly, as did Abra- 
ham who was guaranteed the promises and who was 
told in the next breath that his seed would be in 
bondage for four centuries (Gen. 15:13). The 
scientific fact that Lord Russell has omitted from 
his calculations is the historical fact that Jesus 
Christ died and rose again, and that He said, “I 
have glorified Thee on the earth” (John 17:4), 
thus making the earth the stage-center of the uni- 
verse for God’s purpose of redeeming a race of 
sons for association with Himself in the govern- 
ment of His universe. 


At a meeting of the Petroleum Institute in 
Les Angeles a report on world oil resources 
was presented showing that Russia and China 
had practically no oil in comparison with the 
rest of the world, and that this balance in our 
favor would be a barrier against war. Under 
the same logic the fact that a bank has more 
money than a bandit is a barrier against hold- 
ups. In my opinion the lack of oil is a factor 
that demands that Russia shall attack either 
Java through Indo China or Arabia and 
Persia directly; or possibly both. 
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V on the World 


In the Life of Faith, a well-known British weekly 
publication along devotional lines, is printed the 
following: “Many missions are experiencing great 
anxiety, and some are having to retrench, owing 
to lack of funds. The ever-rising cost of living 
makes most Christians unable to give so generous- 
ly as before; and in most mission fields, as at home, 
the costs of maintaining missionary work are 
steadily increasing.” One of the hardest hit is the 
Belgian Gospel Mission (founded by the late Ralph 
Norton), the mission in which the Editor of 
Erernity had his first two years of work after 
World War I. 

The editor of the Life of Faith says that it came 
as a shock to him to learn that for two months “the 
workers of the mission in almost all cases have re- 
ceived no allowances.” But in spite of this there 
have been “definite progress, extended development 
in a number of directions, and a remarkably 
warm spirit of fellowship and of gracious under- 
standing on the part of all.” 

The Editor of Erernrry will be glad to forward 
any gifts for the Belgian Gospel Mission that are 


sent to us. 


In Britain, where broadcasting is a national 
monopoly and where evangelical Christianity 
has little chance of a hearing, the exponents 
of unbelief are frequently heard. Four such 
broadcasts have been issued in book form in 
this country. Alec Comfort (what a name for 
an infidel!) writes on “The Pattern of the Fu- 
ture,” in which he dismisses Christianity and 
its tradition, including immortality, as a tem- 
porary “scaffolding” to be “taken away from 
a building,” that is, modern civilization. 


An editorial in the Dallas Morning News de- 
serves wide quotation. It is entitled “Magnificent 
Lives,” and has been sent to us by a subscriber who 
is in government service in Paris. So, from Korea, 
to Texas to Paris to Philadelphia and to you comes 
the following. “American missionaries are still 
our best ambassadors in the Far East. A North 
Korean professor at Pyongyang University, Dr. 
Peter Song, tells how the Reds, in five years of 
dictatorship, were not able to turn his people 
against us by vicious propaganda. The Soviets 

inted these selfless men and women of God as 
<< thieving scoundrels: ‘We were amazed,’ 
adds Dr. Song, ‘for everyone in Pyongyang knew 
them to be kindly, honest, and magnificent people.’ 
And if the Russian mouthpieces lied about 
Good Samaritans in their midst, how could you 
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put any trust in the rest of their anti-American 
propaganda? Our prayer at home should be that 
the rest of us may measure up, in part at least, to 
the good name given us by these ‘magnificent 


people.’ ” 


The Vatican radio has announced that the 
Soviet Union and other communist states have 
either killed or imprisoned over thirteen 
thousand priests and members of religious 
orders since the end of the war. The an- 
nouncer added that the Ukraine headed the 
list of places where Catholics had been vic- 
timized with three thousand six hundred 
priests killed or sent to concentration camps, 
and about one thousand churches or chapels 
closed or diverted to other uses. Yugoslavia 
was second on the list followed by Poland, 


Hungary, Albania, Rumania, and Bulgaria. 


For the record we put down a dispatch that was 
published in the New York Times at the time of the 
proclamation of the doctrine of the Assumption of 
the Virgin. Dr. Julian Huxley, British Biologist 
and Nobel Prize winner, termed the promulgation 
of the doctrine, “an act of intellectual immorality 
which the world can ill tolerate.” Strangely enough 
we find ourselves in solid accord with this atheistic 
scientist on the one side and in solid accord with 
the pope on the other side. Huxley calls the doc- 
trine an act of intellectual immorality because he 
says it is scientifically absurd to think of a material 
body being transferred to a material Heaven which 
cannot exist, in his opinion, because of the discov- 
eries of astronomy. Christians do believe that ex- 
actly that scientific fact occurred at the ascension 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, we would be 
in total agreement with the pope on the possibility 
of an ascension, but we would be in total agreement 
with Huxley that the promulgation of the doctrine 
is an intellectual immorality because of the fact 
that it is founded on sheer human assumption, (no 
pun intended) and not on the Word of God. 


For many years in the North of Ireland, 
there has been an annual missionary conven- 
tion which has aroused great interest in for- 
eign missions and has secured thousands of 
pounds of gifts for various works, and scores 
of candidates for mission fields. The conven- 
tion was recently held at Bangor, in Ireland. 
The chairman, James Black, is ninety-six 
years of age and still very active. 


(Continued on page 35) 
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A story is told of a British column in the Burma 
campaign. Their mission behind the enemy lines was 
complete, and the men were being led back to friendly 
territory, the Japanese hard on their heels. The whole 
episode had been a severe test of courage and endur- 
ance. After hard marching on short rations in heavy 
heat, they had reached the last major barrier before 
comparative safety. A fast flowing river had to be 
crossed, and they could use neither bridge nor boats. 
After some reconnaissance a place was found where a 
sandbank narrowed the river to a passable size. 

When night came the column made its way on to the 
sandbank, and the first relay swam across. As the night 
wore on, several men were swept away by the current 
and drowned. The strain of watching the dangerous 
crossing, while keeping one ear open for surprise from 
-behind, began to tell on those still waiting, and now 
and again a man whose turn had come would jib, and 
be sent back to try later. At last one section only was 
left on the wrong side, together with those who had 
refused. Time was short and dawn was near. It was 
imperative for the column to get away before light and 
they could not move until every man was across. 

As the last section made land, the officers and ser- 
geants ordered those still remaining to make their 
effort. One or two succeeded, but others stuck fast. 
The strain of their past experiences was telling; they 
had seen several of their comrades drown, and they 
could not face the water. Persuasion was proving use- 
less. Safety lay only the other side of the river—a stiff 
swim and all would be well. They could not go back, 
and to jump in was not so very hard. But somehow, 
the remaining men could not do it. They said they 
would prefer capture; and every effort to get them 
across failed. Reluctantly, the order was given to aban- 
don them, and the last officer swam across. A final 
effort from the other side still failed, and the column 
moved off, leaving them to captivity and some to death. 

This episode provides an unconscious illustration of 
faith—the faith which must follow true repentence, 
and which enables the Holy Spirit’s presence to make 
Christ real. 

The desire to overcome sin, and the understanding 
that Christ suffered on the cross for this very thing 
leads to repentence. But still the death of Christ and 
the power of His risen life sometimes seem intangible 
and impersonal, desired but not yet experienced. 

Faith is both the way into life and the barrier which 
lies across the path, as abrupt as that Burmese river. 
And that is why nearly everyone finds faith difficult at 
first, and why some never find it at all. If faith were 
merely intellectual understanding, or even the convic- 
tion of wholehearted agreement, it would be easy, be- 
cause cheap. It would make no difference to character 
or life or career. But faith means wholehearted trust, 
for good or ill, a surrender at once complete and yet 
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needing continually to be renewed. It is the giving of 
the troth to God, “to have and to hold from this day 
forward, for better for worse, for richer for poorer, in 
sickness and in health, to love, cherish and to obey 
till death.” 

And that is why so many, aware of the issues, linger 
shivering on the brink and fear to launch away. Some 
lack courage, and that is all. Others, counting the cost, 
find it too great. Faith may lead to hardship, or diffi- 
culty, or loss of repute. This sense of cost blinds them 
to the safety, and the happiness, and freedom of the 
further shore. But they have every right to run their 
own lives. The Prodigal Son, starving in the Far Coun- 
try, had that right, but he freely chose to put himself 
in his father’s hands. 
Again, some struggle to 
find another way across, 
preparing to go to any 
lengths to reach the oth- 
er side, if only they may 
avoid the helplessness of 
faith. While others 
merely linger unhappi- 
ly, confused and weary, 
unable to go forward or 
back. 

How to cross this bar- 
rier is the final problem. 
Once across, life opens 
up afresh. There will be 
difficulties and failures, 
there will be fresh crises 
of faith from time to 
time, but there will also 
be quiet freedom and 
confidence, and steady 
growth. Countless peo- 
ple have moved into a 
life of trust in God with- 
out conscious upheaval. 
A time has come when 
the supremacy of their 
lives has passed into the 
hands of God, and the 
will of God has become 
the decisive factor, and 
the presence of Christ 
the mainspring of their 
existence. In the same 
way the death of Christ 
has become their confi- 
dence of forgiveness. A 
quiet hidden process has 
transformed them. But 
others have found them- 
selves obliged to face 
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issues as clear and as difficult as any faced by Saul of 
Tarsus or, for that matter, by the Prodigal Son. Some 
analysis of faith, therefore, is important, although diff- 
cult. It is open to misunderstanding and may seem to 
over-emphasize one aspect at the expense of others. But 
practical solutions are more important than exhaustive 
discussions. Anyone consciously waiting at the river- 
side is more interested in getting across than in a trea- 
tise on the variety of ways that have been employed 
all down the ages. 

Thus a man or woman may desire to trust God as 
Peter and Paul trusted, and yet find themselves in 
mental and spiritual struggle. They see that Christ’s 
death has torn aside the heavy curtain of sin between 

humanity and God the 
Father. The way into 
His holiness and friend- 
ship is as open as the 
way into the Holy of 
Holies was open when 
the veil of the Temple 
was torn. True forgive- 
ness is possible because 
Christ died, and this 
forgiveness is wanted. 
The issue is clear. It is 
summed up in the call 
of Christ: “Come unto 
Me... He that cometh 
to Me shall never hun- 
ger and he that believ- 
eth on Me shall never 
thirst ...I am come 
that they might have 
life and have it more 
abundantly” (Mt. II: 
28; John 5:35; 10.10). 
Whatever such  state- 
ments mean, it is clear 
that Christ calls men to 
come to Him. And that 
is just where the diffi- 
culty appears. Coming 
to Him, by faith, seems 
as hard as crossing a 
Burmese river, though 
others have got across 
and the enemy are near- 
ly at your heels. 

Yet so long as faith— 
a deliberate act of will 
—seems a struggle, a 
screwing-up of the mind 
and will, or even (as a 
familiar definition of 
philosophy puts it) the 


effort of ‘a blind man in a dark room looking for a 
black cat that isn’t there,” so long it remains an im- 
passable barrier. But the early disciples had no such 
difficulty. They waited, expectantly, and Christ came 
to them. On the day of Pentecost He redeemed His 
promise and came to each man and woman present in 
the upper room, and in coming He transformed them. 
Since that day men have heard Christ’s call, brought to 
them by those already in touch with Him, and then 
have ceased their struggles and let Him come to them 
Himself. Sometimes He has come to many at a time, as 
He did to the earliest Church. More often it has been 
to a single man or woman, in the quiet of a country 
church or by the bedside, or even in the stress and 
strain of a battlefield or hospital. Wherever or however 
it has been, He has come, much as a word-picture in 
the book of Revelation describes Him: “Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock. If any man hear My voice and 
open the door, I will come in to him and will sup with 
him and he with me” (Rev. 3:20). 

The essence of faith is again shown to be an act of 
will—the opening of the door, of which the lock has 
been turned by repentance. It is only a picture and a 
far clearer one than that of the river-crossing. Both 
express a truth which in other ways is not always easy 
to grasp, but the picture of Christ standing at the door 
shows that coming to Him is His coming to us, in re- 
sponse to our own invitation. The core of Christianity 
is Christ in a man, to redeem and to transform. Like 
all great truths it is supremely simple, and therefore 
easily missed. Christ could not live in a man if He had 
not died to redeem him nor risen from the dead nor 
come again as Holy Spirit. That was His part. Nor 
can He live in a man who does not turn from the self- 
life and admit Him. That is man’s part. There need 
not necessarily be conscious contract, though there 
often is. The essential is a trust which is complete and 
relatively sincere. It is very like marriage—a conscious 
love, trust, and mutual surrender which seems utterly 
complete on the wedding day but which to be happy, 
must be growing more complete year by year. 

If Christ stands and knocks, asking admission, the 
barrier of faith narrows down far farther than the sand- 
banks narrowed the river. Struggle must give way to 
trust, to a simple step of response, the opening of the 
door of the personality. Christ desires to take possession. 
Faith lets Him do so, and the initial response is fol- 
lowed by a trust which is made easy by the transform- 
ing experience of personal contact. The confidence 
that such response will not be useless and ignored is 
the promise of Christ—“I will come in.” His character 
as Man and His proven divinity rule out the possibility 
of deceit. 

The result of this response, whether or not conscious- 
ly experienced at once, is the presence of the Holy 

(Continued on page 40) 
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“The Son of man came to seek 
and to save that which was lost” 
(Luke 18:10). 


A LITTLE MAN 
AND 





HIS GREAT EXPERIENCE 


Great experiences come to most of us at some time or 
other during our lives, but we often fail to realize that 
they are great at the time. The spiritual experiences 
are usually the greatest because they are the ones which 
leave permanent effects and often may be regarded as 
God's surprises because of His grace. 

In the 19th chapter of Luke’s Gospel we have a brief 
account given of a great experience which came to a 
small man. 


The Small Man 


Zacchaeus was a tax-gatherer and was small physi- 
cally—so much so that when the Lord Jesus Christ vis- 
ited Zacchaeus’s city, the city of Jericho, and was fol- 
lowed by a great crowd, Zacchaeus himself was unable 
to see over the heads of the people, and it was necessary 
for him to climb a tree in order to get an uninterrupted 
view of the famous Stranger who was visiting his town. 
He was not only small physically but the smallness 
could be well applied to his mental make-up, for he was 
a tax-gatherer or publican. The tax-gatherers of his day 
were men noted for their meanness and selfishness. It 
was their responsibility to gather a certain sum from 
their own people in the form of taxes, which they in 
turn passed on to the Roman authorities. It was under- 
stood, however, that as a general thing these tax-gather- 
ers collected anywhere from four to seven times the 
amount which the government required, and so kept 
for their own use a sum several times larger than the 
legitimate tax which was turned over to the govern- 
ment. They were rightfully regarded as collaborators 
—men who were selling out their own people to the 
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hated Roman oppressors and were, therefore, of course, 
and rightfully so, most unpopular. Zacchaeus, how- 
ever, was even more a small man from the spiritual 
point of view, for he was a sinner, whose reputation 
among his own people was unsavory and who by reason 
of the character of his life was far from the God of his 
forefathers. 


The Great Experience 


The experience which came into Zacchaeus’s life on 
the day of which we are thinking was one which 
brought a complete change of heart and life to him. 


A Great Desire 

This experience was born of a great desire, for in his 
heart Zacchaeus had an intense longing to see Jesus 
and to meet with Him. Doubtless, this desire was 
prompted largely by curiosity, for though he had never 
seen Christ Jesus, he must have heard much of Him, 
of His wonderful teaching and words of gracious com- 
fort and promise to those who followed Him, and of 
His wonderful works of healing also, by which so many 
of the poor and the afflicted had been instantaneously 
and completely healed from the diseases and evil spir- 
its which had made their lives a burden to them. Even 
more than the curiosity, however, I believe there was a 
heart hunger within Zacchaeus. His life up to that 
time had been centered about things—the amassing of 
wealth and the surrounding of himself with articles of 
beauty, of value, and of comfort; now he had come to 
the place where he found that things alone could not 
satisfy the yearning of his heart. He was meeting that 
same issue which the apostle Paul speaks of in Philip- 
pians, where he says, “What things were gain to me, 
these have I counted loss for Christ.” It was a case of 
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things or a Person, and Paul had learned that things, 
however good in themselves, could never satisfy the 
yearnings of his heart or bring satisfaction to the rest- 
lessness of his spirit, and so he was ready to tie them all 
in a bundle which he labeled “loss” and cast it aside 
in order to lay hold of a Person—Christ Jesus, who in 
Himself could and would meet all the yearnings of his 
spirit and answer all the questions of his soul. It is 
quite possible that Zacchaeus, while he possessed many 
things, had become acutely conscious of the loneliness 
of his heart, and the need of someone to meet the un- 
satisfied longings of his soul, and he may have hoped 
that in Jesus of Nazareth he might find that One. 


A Great Delight 

A second feature of his great experience was the great 
delight which came into his heart when he received the 
salutation from Jesus Christ. So great had been Zac- 
chaeus’s desire to see Him that throwing aside all 
thoughts of personal dignity and the possibility of cre- 
ating gossip, he had climbed a sycamore tree in order 
to look down upon the Lord as He passed by below, 
and when Jesus came to the place, we read, “He looked 
up, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and 
come down; for today I must abide at thy house. And 
he made haste, and came down, and received Him joy- 
fully” (vs. 5,6). What caused this delight? First of all, 
his curiosity was about to be satisfied and he was to 
have the joy not only of seeing this famous Stranger 
face to face, but was to have the opportunity of talking 
with Him and learning to know Him personally. Not 
only, however, was his curiosity satisfied—his house was 
to be signally honored, for the Lord Himself had re- 
quested Zacchaeus to invite Him as a guest. It would 
mean much to the reputation of the tax-gatherer that 
such a distinguished Teacher would be willing to ac- 
cept his friendship, but even more his heart must have 
rejoiced at the realization that he had secured One who 
was to be a real Friend. 

As Zacchaeus was looking down from the overhang- 
ing branch of the tree, when he saw the look on the 
face of Christ Jesus as He gazed up at him, he saw there 
an expression which he had never seen in the faces of 
others who smiled at him. He was doubtless used to 
men coming to him in order to ingratiate themselves 
and secure something from him in the way of fees or to 
get their taxation lessened, but here was One who on 
the occasion of their first meeting smiled at him, not 
for what He could get but for what He might be able 
to give to this man. 


A Great Decision 

As a result of the day Jesus spent in the home of Zac- 
chaeus, his heart was strangely stirred and he gave ex- 
~_ to a great decision which had formed within 

im. As he stood before the Lord he said, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if 
I have wrongfully exacted aught from any man by false 
accusation, | restore fourfold” (v. 8). His heart must 
have indeed burned with shame as he thought of the 
goods which he had wrongfully gained through extor- 
tion and unjust oppression, but it also burned with a 
new determination to put things right insofar as he was 
able. It was the result of his personal experience with 
Jesus Christ, because of which his whole viewpoint and 
outlook on life had been completely changed. He now 
realized that wealth and things were not to be enjoyed 
in themselves, but that only as they were used as a trust 
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could they bring the satisfaction of heart and joy of 
spirit for which he yearned. So impressed had he been 
by the Person and character of this Teacher of Galilee, 
that he felt strangely moved and compelled by a new 
love which had sprung up in his heart to devote him- 
self, his abilities, and his ions to the glory of 
God, and to be directed in all things by Him. A new 
relationship to the Lord’ Jesus Christ had changed his 
whole perspective. It had raised him to a new plane of 
living wherein a desire to serve others and especially to 
please and to glorify his new Friend had become the 
passion of his heart. 


A Great Destiny 

As a result of this great decision which was expressed 
by Zacchaeus, Jesus Christ, the Lord, in reply, promised 
for him a great destiny, “Today is salvation come to 
this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham” 
(v. 9). It is difficult te know what the word “salva- 
tion” meant to Zacchaeus at that moment. Salvation 
is another way of saying “safety” and it must have 
meant at least the sudden removal from the mind of 
Zacchaeus of the burdens of fear and anxiety with 
which his soul had been so continually and so heavily 
burdened up to that time; the fears concerning the un- 
certain future of his family and himself in the face of 
continued opposition from his own people; the anxiety 
in regard to the future of his own countrymen under 
the hands of Rome and, as a member of the chosen 
race, the fear of what lay ahead because of their con- 
tinued sinfulness and waywardness from God. 

However, more than all of these must have been the 
fear of what lay ahead for him individually because of 
the way in which he had rejected his God, and in fla- 
grant violation of. His commands, was oppressing his 
own people. The words of this precious promise once 
for all removed those fears and granted to him new 
confidence and new peace and joy of heart as it stated 
that from now on he was to live as a true son of Abra- 
ham, a son of the covenant, a covenant which contained 
God’s promises of a glorious destiny for His people Is- 
rael to be wrought out for them through the glorious 
person of the seed of David, Christ the Messiah. 


A Great Deliverer 

But of all the factors in this great experience which 
came to this man Zacchaeus, the greatest of all must 
have been the realization that he had gained a great 
Deliverer, “For the Son of man came to seek and to 
save that which was lost” (v. 10), and Zacchaeus had 
realized as those words fell upon his ears that he, the 
tax-gatherer, had been one who was lost. He had been 
unwanted by his own people, unsought by any save a 
few of his own partners in injustice and possessing no 
hope for the future, save what little could be wrested 
from the possession of ill-gotten wealth and from the 
bounties of his Roman overlords, at whose feet he 
groveled. Now he had been sought and found and 
saved by the Son of Man, whose self-proclaimed mission 
was to seek and to save that which was lost. 

This was the experience that came into the life of 
Zacchaeus, immediately transforming him and chang- 
ing his whole outlook. It is an experience which has 
come into the lives of multitudes since then, and is one 
which any may have today through a personal trans- 
action with the same Person, the meeting of whom 
meant so much to Zacchaeus. 

(Continued on page 36) 
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The Mighty Worker 


LESSON TEXT: MARK 5:21-24, 38-43 
Golden Text: “Jesus said: Do not fear, 
only believe.” (Mark 5:36). 


The Storm Stilled 
A great storm 
A great calm 

The Madman Cured 
Torment 
Peace 

Jairus' Daughter 
Death 
Resurrection 


The word “work” has often been 
associated with the activities of God. 
both in creation and re-creation (re- 
demption). Psalm 111 celebrates the 
works of God as great (v.2) and won- 
derful, v.4, and His mighty acts are 
the theme of Psalm 106. When Jesus 
came He declared: “My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work” (John 5:17). 
He is the one of whom Isaiah spoke 
in 9:6 when he said that His very 
name should be called “Wonderful.” 

Jeremiah speaks of the Mighty God, 
mighty in work (32:18, 19) of whom 
the Psalmist long before had said: 
“Thou hast a mighty arm” (89:13). 
So, when He appeared in flesh among 
men, they said of Him that He was 
mighty in deed and word. The Psalm- 
ist in 77:14 addressing his God says: 
“Thou art the God That doest won- 
ders,” and Jesus, Wonderful and 
Mighty, proved the Psalmist’s state- 
ment in the course of His ministry, 
so much so that the people in their 
astonishment asked: “From whence 
hath this Man these things? and what 
wisdom is this which is given Him, 
that even such mighty works are 
wrought by His hands?” (Mk. 6:2). 

Our whole assignment for today 
covers 4:35 to 6:6, and the phrase in 
6:2 just quoted, “mighty works,” ac- 
counts for the title of our lesson, “The 
Mighty Worker.” But, before examin- 
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ing some of these works in our lesson, 
we should note a remarkable statement 
in John 14:12. We overhear Jesus as 
He says: “Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on Me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto the Father.” It is a 
great honor to be workers together 
with God, as He promises to labor to- 
gether with us (1 Cor. 3.9 and Mk. 
16:20). 


The Storm Stilled 


One evening Jesus dismissed the 
multitude (it was after the events of 
last Sunday’s lesson) and accompanied 
His disciples across the Sea of Galilee 
in a boat. Suddenly a great storm of 
wind caught them, beating volumes of 
water into the boat and threatening 
to capsize it. In the face of this “po- 
tent” storm the disciples were “im- 
potent,” so they aroused Jesus, who, 
weary in body from a long day’s 
strain, was asleep in the hinder part 
of the boat, asking Him whether He 
was not concerned about the situation, 
for they feared lest they might perish. 
(Mk. 4.35-38). 

At once He arose, this “omnipotent” 
Creator of land and sea and rebuked 
the wind, whereupon there was a “great 
calm” instead of a “great storm.” He 
then rebuked the disciples for their 
fear and lack of faith, for they evi- 
dently did not realize that no ill can 
betide those who ‘abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty.” So wonder- 
ful and mighty was the power of the 
Lord manifested upon this occasion 
that the disciples asked: “What man- 
ner of man is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey Him?” 

When Jesus and His disciples 
reached the other side of the sea, they 
were in the territory known as that of 
the Gergesenes (Mt. 8:28), or Gada- 
renes (Mk. 5:1). Stepping out of the 
boat, Jesus was confronted by a man 
with an unclean spirit. He lived among 
the tombs, for he was at times so vio- 
lent that it was not safe to allow him 
to associate with other people. There 





were, of course, in those days no in- 
stitutions to take care of such unfor- 
tunates, and every effort to bind and 
control him was in vain, for with su- 


perhuman strength he would break 


fetters and chains. Under demonic 
control, day and night, he would be 
crying out and cutting himself with 
stones—a pitiful case. 


The Madman Cured 


When he saw Jesus, he ran to Him, 
recognizing Him, and with a loud 
voice crying: “What have I to do with 
Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the most 
high God? I adjure Thee by God, 
that Thou torment me not.” 

Thus did the unclean spirit recog- 
nize Jesus as the One appointed of 
God to be the judge of all the evil 
spirits. In Luke 8:31, after He had 
asked the name of the evil spirit (so 
also here in Mk. 5:9) and was told 
that it was Legion, the evil spirits 
(demons) begged Him not to send 
them out into the deep. This word 
“deep” does not mean the waters of 
the Sea of Galilee, but in the Greek is 
the word “abyss,” which is the word 
translated “the bottomless pit” in 
Revelation 20:1. They feared that the 
day of their judgment had come, 
hence their petition. 

“Send us rather into the bodies of 
those swine feeding over yonder,” 
they prayed, which request Jesus 
granted, as He ordered them to leave 
the body of the possessed man. At 
once the excited swine rushed into the 
sea and were choked in the water to 
the amazement of the swineherds who 
fled into the city to report their strange 
experience. 

Naturally, the crowds rushed out 
into the country to see what had hap- 
pened to the man, who had been a 
notorious character in the neighbor- 
hood. Let Luke tell us what they saw: 
“They came, and found the man, out 
of whom the demons were departed, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, 
and in his right mind; and they were 
afraid,” for they saw one of the 
“mighty works” of Jesus. 

It was a wonderful miracle when 
Jesus converted a “great storm” into 
a “great calm” when He was on the 
Sea of Galilee. But in the mind of 
this unfortunate man there had also 
been a great storm, tormented as he 
was by the demons. But see him now, 
at the command of the same Lord, 
“clothed, and in his right mind,” the 
picture of a “great calm.” How fortu- 
nate that the Mighty Worker had come 
his way! 

A sense of awe and even of terror 
seems to have seized upon the people 
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round about at the thought of having 
in their midst One who had such pow- 
er and authority. So uncomfortable 
were they indeed, that they besought 
Him to leave their territory. But the 
man himself came to Jesus, asking 
that he be permitted to join Him in 
the boat where He already was, but 
Jesus forbade him, saying, “Go home 
to thy friends, and tell them how 
great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on 
thee.” 

He obeyed, and at once began to 
publish in Decapolis how great things 
Jesus had done for him, to the amaze- 
ment of all who heard. The word De- 
capolis means “ten cities,” the name 
for the district around the north-east- 
ern shore of the Sea of Galilee in 
which there were ten Greek-speaking 
communities. The man possessed of 
a legion of demons lived in this gen- 
eral area. 


Jairus’ Daughter 


Our printed lesson begins at this 
point (Mk. 5:21, and read the account 
as given in Mt. 9:18 and Lk. 8:41). 
It is the story of the restoration to life 
of the daughter of a ruler of a syna- 
gogue, whom we know as Jairus. When 
Jesus had come back across the Sea 
of Galilee from Gadara, He was met 
by Jairus, who fell at His feet and 
“besought Him greatly,” saying, “My 
little daughter lieth at the point of 
death: I pray Thee, come and lay 
Thy hands on her, that she may be 
healed, and she shall live.” 

Jesus surely appreciated the confi- 
dence Jairus showed in Him, for He 
went with him at once, followed by a 
throng of people. On the way there 
occurred one of the frequent interrup- 
tions which Jesus experienced, prob- 
ably every day in one form or an- 
other—a striking commentary on the 
needs, the sufferings, and the sorrows 
of mankind, but at the same time an 
indication of hope as so many pressed 
their way to Jesus, recogni in Him 
the One to whom all power had been 
given’ to heal the ills of humanity. 

The interruption came as a woman, 
sick with an apparently incurable dis- 
ease, “came. in the press behind Him, 
and touched His garment.” Doctor 
Luke states that she had spent all her 
living upon physicians, neither could 
be healed of any. Mark also tells us 
that for twelve years she had been 
treated by, and had suffered many 
things of, many physicians, and had 
spent all that she had, and was noth- 
ing bettered, but rather grew worse! 

By virtue of her faith in the power 
of the Lord Jesus, “just one touch” of 
the hem of His garment ended her 
plague of hemorrhages, as “straight- 
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way the fountain of her blood was 
dried up” (v. 29). 

Jesus, realizing that virtue (power) 
had gone out of Him by that contact, 
turned around in the crowd and asked 
who had touched His clothes. His 
disciples could not understand the 
question, because the crowd was press- 
ing Him on every hand. But He was 
thinking of the “touch of faith,” and 
so the woman, knowing that she was 
the one He referred to, confessed. His 
reply was a word of comfort: “Daugh- 
ter, thy faith hath made thee whole; 
go in peace, and be whole of thy 
plague” (v. 34). 

While He was speaking thus to the 
woman, some friends of the ruler of 
the synagogue came from his home to 
tell him that his daughter had died 
since he left, and that there was no 
use bothering Jesus any further about 
the case. But Jesus encouraged Jairus 
by saying: “Be not afraid, only be- 
lieve” (our Golden Text). 


Resurrection 


Jesus continues His interrupted 
journey to the home of the ruler where 
He finds the mourners and _ profes- 
sional wailers creating a veritable tu- 
mult (v. 38). He asks why they were 
making so much ado, seeing, as He 
said, that the girl was not dead, but 
sleeping (see Acts 7:60). And for the 
believers in Jesus, death is indeed but 
a sleep, which does not however, 
imply a state of unconsciousness for 
the soul. Incidentally, the word “ceme- 
tery” derived from the Greek, means 
a “sleeping place”! 

Having brought with him Peter, 
James, and John, he ordered everyone 
else but the father and mother of the 
girl out of the room where the girl 
was lying, apparently even ordering 
the wailers out of the house. 

Taking the girl by the hand, he ad- 
dressed her in Aramic: Talitha cumi, 
that is, “Maiden, arise.” At once she 
arose and walked. Naturally the peo- 
ple were astonished to see that this 
Mighty Worker had power not only 
over disease in the y, over the 
storm in nature and over the demons 
which possessed the bodies and con- 
trolled the minds of men, but even 
over death itself. 

In this connection mention should 
be made of His restoration to life of 
the son of the widow of Nain (Lk. 
7:11). The cynic might say that both 
the girl and the boy were merely 
aroused from a state of “suspended 
animation” so soon after apparent 
death, (which, of course, we do not 
believe), but he can make no such 
explanation for the ecaramny wick Pa 
Lazarus to life, after havin 
his grave for several days Note 11)" 11). 


Jesus was and is truly “the resurrec- 
tion and the life” as it will be revealed 
in power and glory when “the trumpet 
shall sound” on the resurrection morn- 
ing (1 Cor. 15:52). 


FEBRUARY 11, 1951 
Jesus Meets Human Needs 
LESSON TEXT: MARK 6:34-44 


Golden Text: “He was moved with com- 
passion toward them, because they were 
as sh not ing a shepherd; and 
He began to teach them many things” 
(Mk. 6:34). 





Man's Need 
God's Readiness to Help 
Jesus’ Provision 
The twelve sent out 
The 5000 fed 


Merely to read the title of our lesson 
will bring to our attention the fact that 
there are human needs, physical and 
spiritual. “Sheep without a shepherd” 
in our Golden Text includes much 
more than a casual reading of the 
words usually suggests. Even today, 
as in Jesus’ contact with the multi- 
tudes, the heart of a Christian is 
touched with a feeling of sadness and 
depression as he thinks of the great 
mass of humanity in many large areas 
with very few of the physical comforts 
of life, and, because they have no 
knowledge of the true God and of His 
Son as their Saviour, “without God 
and without hope in the world.” Has 
the Church done all it should have 
done and could have done by way of 
missionary endeavor? 


All Need Supplied 


It is a great comfort to have Paul 
tell us in Philippians 4:19, “My God 
shall supply all your need according 
to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” 
a New Testament echo of the godly 
Psalmist, who testifies in Psalm 23:1 
that, since the Lord was his Shepherd, 
he would not have to lack any neces- 
sary thing. He himself was a shep- 
herd and personally knew the good 
and great Shepherd, who knows each 
individual sheep by name. 

And because He is sympathetic and 
compassionate, we are to come boldly 
unto His throne of grace, where we 
shall find mercy, and grace to help 
in time of need (Heb. 4:16), literally, 
“grace for well-timed help,” “help in 
the nick of time!” In Hebrews 2:18 
we read of Jesus that He, having en- 
dured temptations, is able to “succour” 
them that are tempted. Both the noun 
“help” in 4:16 and the verb “succour” 
in 2:18 contained in their Greek origi- 
nal the idea of an SOS, a “running to 
call for help,” even as the Latin word 
“succour” means, literally, “to run to 
help” to save some one in trouble. 
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“Man is of few days and full of 
trouble” (Job 14:1), but to have One 
to whom we can go for help is the 
joyful privilege of those who know 
the Lord, who is “our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trou- 
ble” (Psa. 46:1). Indeed, He invites 
us to call upon Him in the day of 
trouble, for He promises to deliver 
us, that we may glorify Him. 

We admire the alertness of our 
Coast Guard, someone on duty all 
the time at every one of their stations, 
listening intently for the faintest sig- 
nal of distress sent out by a ship which 
happens to be in trouble. No time is 
lost in responding to such a call. 
David must have thought of His God 
in that way as in Psalm 102 he sends 
out this SOS signal: “Hear my pray- 
er, OQ Lord, and let my cry come unto 
Thee. Hide not Thy face from me in 
the day when I am in trouble; incline 
Thine ear unto me; in the day when I 
call answer me speedily.” 

And the call came through, for he 
says, “I waited patiently for the Lord; 
He inclined unto me, and heard my 
cry” (Psa. 40:1), and what God did 
for him can be read in the verses fol- 
lowing. 

To Seek and to Save 


Thus did God respond to the needs 
and cries of a suffering, lost humanity, 
beset by a cruel enemy, who has been 
going about, like a roaring lion, seek- 
ing whom he may devour. But when 
God sent forth His Son to seek and to 
save that which was lost, He “went 
about” doing good (Acts 10:38). And 
in the spirit of that phrase we should 
read the Gospels and study today’s 
lesson, for it will explain why crowds 
of people came to Him with their 
needs, and why and how He sought to 
meet those needs. 

At the beginning of our whole les- 
son assignment, Mark 6:7, the crowds 
were pressing Jesus and their needs 
were many indeed. So he called His 
chosen Twelve, “and began to send 
them forth by two and two.” He gave 
them power over unclean spirits, power 
to cast out demons, very active in those 
days, and power to heal the sick. 

He gave them strict orders as to 
their physical equipment, for they were 
“to travel light,” to stay at the same 
house when they were working in a 
town, probably so as not to waste time 
in being entertained in various homes; 
and, if their ministry was not accepted 
by any community, they were to leave, 
so as to reach others who would ap- 
preciate their help. 


John Beheaded 


At this point (vs. 14-29), Mark gives 
us the account of the beheading of 
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John the Baptist by King Herod, who 
had married his sister-in-law, Hero- 
dias, which act John had condemned. 
However Herod may have taken this 
criticism, for he seems to have re- 
spected John greatly (v. 20), Herodias 
was highly incensed, and ay ange 
sought unsuccessfully to have him put 
out of the way. 

May we again suggest that Satan 
was interested in “eliminating” John 
as the forerunner of Jesus, the one 
who had introduced Him as the Lamb 
of God, who was to take away the sin 
of the world. Could he find some tool 
to formulate a plan to bring it to 
pass? 

A banquet to celebrate Herod’s 
birthday furnished the occasion. The 
daughter of Herodias danced before 
Herold to the delight of all who were 
present. The king may have been 
“in his cups”; at any rate, he was so 
pleased with her, that he promised her 
anything she might ask, even to the 
half of his kingdom. She at once con- 
sulted with her mother, who told her 
to ask for the head of John the Bap- 
tist to be brought her in a charger 
(that is, a basin or platter). John 
might have “kept his head, if he had 
kept his tongue,” but as a preacher of 
righteousness, calling people to re- 
pentence, he could not do that, so he 
had to pay the price. But let all men 
beware of the old, old trick, trying to 
get rid of a disturbing message by 
getting rid of the messenger. It does 
not work! 

So Herod compounded his sin by a 
grievous crime. The head of John the 
Baptist is in the hands of Herodias; 
his body in the hands of Jesus’ dis- 
ciples, who lay it tenderly in a tomb, 
his work having been faithfully and 
well done. 

After the disciples had returned 
from their ministry of mercy, they 
told Jesus what they had done, and 
what they had taught. Jesus, realizing 
the importance of the care of the body, 
asks them “to come apart and rest a 
while” after what may have been a 
period of stress and strain for them, 
as they were continuously coming into 
contact with many people beset with 
various physical, mental, and spiritual 
needs, “for there were many coming 
and going, and they had no leisure so 
much as to eat” (v. 31). 


Sheep Without a Shepherd 


So they hoped to steal away secretly 
by boat for a brief season, but they 
could not elude the people, who, know- 
ing that Jesus was among them, out- 
ran them to get in touch with Him. 
It was the sight of these people that 
moved Him with compassion, causing 
Him to look upon them as sheep with- 


out a shepherd. Thus, instead of be- 
ing irked by their persistent attend- 
ance upon Him. He began to teach 
them many things. Would that we 
had a record of what He said to them! 

In this way the day wore on to eve- 
ning. The disciples became concerned 
for the people, who apparently had 
not thought of eating as they were 
feeding upon the “wonderful words of 
life.” They suggested that Jesus dis- 
miss His great audience, so that they 
might buy bread in the village some 
distance away, for they were in an 
uninhabited area (the meaning of “a 
desert place”) where they still hoped 
to get a little rest and quiet—away 
from the crowded streets of city and 
town. 

But Jesus, out of the svmpathy of 
His heart, told the disciples to give 
them something to eat. They asked 
him whether they should go to the 
shops to buy bread for them, two 
hundred pennyworth, perhaps the sum 
in their common treasury at the time. 

But Jesus asked them whether there 
was not any bread at all that they 
might use in the emergency. In John 
6:9 we learn that they found five 
barley loaves and two small fishes in 
the possession of a lad—but what 
could that amount do under the cir- 
cumstances? Whether the boy was 
carrying this food as his own lunch 
or taking it home from the store to 
his mother, we do not know, but he 
seems to have been willing to hand it 
over to the disciples who gave it to 
Jesus. 

Commanding them to ask the people 
to sit down upon the green grass in 
small groups, so that they could be 
served in orderly fashion, He took the 
loaves and fishes, looked up to Heaven, 
gave thanks, and blessed them. He 
then broke the loaves and gave them 
to His disciples to set before the peo- 
ple. Likewise He divided the two fishes 
among them all. 


Abundant Supply 


All did eat, and were filled as the 
food increased while being distributed. 
Five thousand “men” did eat. May we 
infer that there were women and chil- 
dren in that vast company bevond the 
five thousand men specifically men- 
tioned? The Greek word for “men” 
cannot include them. 

Twelve baskets of fragments were 
taken up after the meal. Who got 
them? Perhaps the boy, as interest 
for his loan of the bread and fishes 
to the Lord! He certainly got more 
than a hundred per cent interest in 
that case on his investment. Perhaps 
each one of “the twelve” got a basket! 
all idle speculation. Human needs 
were met by Jesus, who, as creator 
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and multiplier of the means at hand, 
did not despise the fragments (see 
John 6:12); a lesson for us, that in 
our country, so highly blessed of God, 
we should not be prodigal of the natu- 
ral resources which He has given us. 
It is characteristic of Christian Amer- 
ica to help the needy of other lands, 
but not always have we been without 
sin when we killed little pigs and 
burned up grain, merely to sustain 
high market prices. 

This is the one miracle Jesus per- 
formed which is recorded by all four 
Gospels, an apparent high water mark 
in the course of His ministry. John 
tells us that the people were much im- 
pressed by the miracle, saying, “This 
is of a truth that prophet that should 
come into the world.” In other words, 
how wonderful it would be if people 
had a Messiah or King like that; won- 
derful to be able to eat and not to have 
to work for it! So Jesus “perceiving 
that they would come and take Him 
by force, to make Him a King, de- 
parted in‘o a mountain Himself alone” 
(read John 6:14, 15). 

Later in the day He crossed the Sea 
of Galilee in a boat. The people fol- 
lowed Him, whereupon Jesus spoke to 
them, in one of His most important 
discourses, about the greater impor- 
tance of spiritual food; about Himself 
as the bread from Heaven, saying, “I 
am the bread of life; he that cometh to 
Me shall never hunger; and he that 
believeth on Me shall never thirst.” 
This is the way He exemplifies the 
deeper meaning of our lesson topic, 
for He does indeed meet and satisfy 
all human needs. (The whole of John 
6 should be read—a discourse directly 
related to the miracle). 


LESSON TEXT: MARK 8:27-37 
FEBRUARY 18, 1951 
Jesus the Christ 
Golden Text: “You are the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Mt. 16:16, 

R.S.V.). 
His Miracles 

The Syrophenician woman 

The deaf and dumb man 

4000 fed 

His Identity 

What men say 

Peter's reply 

The suffering Saviour 

A number of episodes in the course 

of Jesus’ ministry lead up to the in- 
cident described in the printed lesson 
for today. Turning to Mark 7:24, we 
follow Jesus to the area immediately 
north of Palestine known as Syrophen- 
icia, largely a gentile territory, where 
he hoped to have a brief period of 
rest for Himself, and some necessary 
leisure in order to instruct His dis- 
ciples, who, according to Matthew 
15:23, were with Him. 
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Jesus entered into an house, we are 
told, and would have no man know 
it; but He could not be hid. Rumors 
concerning His power and about His 
sympathy for those who were in dis- 
tress were circulating far and wide 
among the people. This would natural- 
ly mean that they would be watching 
Him, observing every movement, and 
reporting the direction He took when 
on a journey. 


The Syrophenician Woman 


So a woman living in those parts, 
having a daughter who was under the 
control of an unclean spirit, hearing 
of His presence in the neighborhood, 
came to ask His help for her. At first 
He paid no attention to her (we should 
also read Matthew’s account for cer- 
tain details), speaking not a word. 
His disciples even suggested that He 
should send her away, for she was 
but a gentile. Jesus Himself said that 
He had been sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. 

But she pressed her claim for His 
help in her dire need, to which Jesus 
replied in words that seem so unlike 
Him: “It is not right to take the chil- 
dren’s bread and to cast it unto the 
dogs!” The children in this case meant 
the children of Israel, and the dogs 
(in the Greek “little dogs” or “pet 
dogs”) meant the gentiles. 

Had we been present to hear these 
harsh words, we might have heard a 
tone or inflection of voice which 
rather encouraged the woman to press 
her claim still further. She admitted 
the reasonableness of His statement, 
but she also knew that it was not un- 
usual for the children’s pets to “hang 
around” at dinner time, watching for 
a crumb to be thrown down to them. 

“May I not be a dog like that?”, 
she seems to say. “Can’t you spare 
me a crumb like that?”, she seems to 
plead out of the agony of her soul. 
And she received what she requested. 
Hear what Jesus says to her: “O 
woman, great is thy faith; be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt.” And her 
daughter was made whole from that 
very hour. 

We now note that Jesus departed 
from thence, and returned to the en- 
virons of the sea of Galilee. He then 
went up into a mountain, and sat 
down there. Perhaps He could find a 
brief respite there! But no; for great 
multitudes came unto Him, bringing 
with them those that were lame, blind, 
maimed, and many others, and cast 
them down at Jesus’ feet, and He 
healed them, insomuch that the mul- 
titude wondered, when they saw the 
dumb to speak, the maimed to be 
whole, the lame to walk, and the blind 
to see; and they glorified the God of 


Israel (Matthew’s account). 


In Mark 5:17 we read that the 
people asked Jesus to leave their terri- 
tory after he healed the Gadarene de- 
moniac, who at first wished to ac- 
company Jesus out of gratitude to Him. 
But Jesus told him to stay at home 
and to tell his friends what had hap- 
pened to him. He did so, and the wel- 
come Jesus received in that area on 
His return may well be the result of 
such witnessing. 


The Deaf and Dumb Man 


Among the many who were brought 
to Jesus for help was one who was 
deaf, and had an impediment in his 
speech. His friends asked Jesus to 
put His hard upon him, perhaps the 
usual gesture Jesus used in healing 
the sick. But Mark may have chosen 
to record this particular miracle be- 
cause He used a somewhat different 
method, teaching us that He treats 
each case according to the need of the 
individual. 

Sometimes He healed with a touch; 
at other times He was at a distance 
from the place where the sick person 
happened to be. It was sometimes in 
the midst of a crowd that someone 
touched merely the hem of His gar- 
ment in simple faith, and in the 
quiet of a private room He restored 
the dead to life. But in every case it 
was by the same power of the same 
Spirit that the mighty deed was done. 

In this case we read that he took 
him aside from the multitude, and put 
His fingers into his ears, and He spit, 
and touched His tongue, and looking 
up to Heaven, He sighed and saith un- 
to him, Ephphatha, that is, “Be 
opened.” And straightway his ears 
were opened, and the string of his 
tongue was loosed, and he spoke plain. 
(The R.S.V. says: “his tongue was 
released”). 

We may believe that Jesus used these 
unusual gestures because the man was 
deaf. He therefore “spoke to his eyes” 
instead of to his ears. The apparent 
“boring” of his ears, and the touch- 
ing of his tongue with His spittle were 
real “visual aids” to help him to see 
that something was really happening. 
And He may have taken him aside 
from the multitude so that he might 
concentrate on these gestures and not 
be distracted by the curious crowd. 


Ephphatha is an Aramaic dialect form 


of the Hebrew verb, patach, meaning 
“to open.” 

Again, to avoid too much publicity 
and sensation, He asked them not to 
tell anybody about the miracle. But 
the more he charged them, so much 
the more they spread it abroad, and 
were beyond measure astonished, 
saying, “He hath done all things 
well; He maketh the deaf to hear, and 
thé dumb to speak!” 
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Four Thousand Fed 


Chapter eight opens with an account 
of the miraculous feeding of another 
multitude, this time consisting of four 
thousand people, with seven loaves 
of bread and a few small fishes. These 
people had been with Jesus, observing 
His works and hearing His words, for 
three days, some of them having come 
from far. They must have been hun- 
gry, and Jesus had compassion upon 
them. Again they gathered the frag- 
ments that were left over, seven bas- 
kets in contrast with the twelve of 
6:43. 

There are those who wrongly teach 
that these two “feedings” may be 
variant accounts of the same event, 
ignoring the differing details. But 
Jesus clearly differentiates them, as we 
read in verses 19 and 20. There is in 
the Greek text an interesting differ- 
ence between the two words translated 
“baskets” in these verses, as well as 
in the accounts of the miracles them- 
selves. 

Coming to Dalmanutha, not men- 
tioned anywhere else, probably a quiet 
and insignificant village in the neigh- 
borhood of the sea of Galilee, He is 
met by Pharisees (and Sadducees, Mt. 
16:1), who may have thought that 
they were rid of Jesus, since He had 
been out of the country when He had 
recently gone into Phoenicia. But 
when He returned, they are promptly 
on hand to harass Him as usual. 


Pharisees Question Him 


They demand from Him a sign 
from Heaven, tempting or testing Him. 
The fact that it was a hypocritical re- 
quest led Jesus to sigh deeply in His 
spirit, for He knew that they were not 
sincere in making their request. 
“Signs” they had been having in 
abundance, but they refused to believe 
in Him. So He asks why they should 
be asking for more, adding that no 
sign..would be given them. So He 
left them, and went by boat across 
the lake. 

A conversation among the disciples 
about the fact that they had only one 
loaf of bread in the boat, led Jesus 
suddenly to exclaim: “Take heed, be- 
ware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
and of the leaven of Herod.” They 
thought at first that what He said had 
to do with their conversation. But He 
was thinking of something more im- 
portant, of the hypocrisy and ma- 
terialism of the leaders of the people, 
preventing them from appreciating 
who He really was. 


“Thou Art the Christ” 


So one day when He and His dis- 
ciples, according to our printed lessgn 
text, had again gone far north, this 
time to Caesarea Philippi, He posed 
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to them this question: “Who do men 
say that I am?” He knew what the 
religious leaders were thinking and 
saying about Him. Unkind, even to 
the point of blasphemy, were some of 
the terms they applied to Him. He is 
now asking about the opinion which 
the common people had of Him. 

The disciples reported that some 
of the people were saying that He was 
John the Baptist returned to life; 
others said that He was Elijah, and 
others again named another prophet. 
But Jesus was unwilling to be classi- 
fied among them. So He addresses 
Himself to His disciples with a more 
personal question: “As for you,” He 
says, “who do you say that I am?” 
To this question Peter replies: “Thou 
art the Christ;” or as in Matthew’s 
account, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.” 

Matthew then reports Jesus as hav- 
ing told Peter that this fact had not 
been revealed unto him by flesh and 
blood, that is by human wisdom and 
insight, but that His Father in Heaven 
had revealed it unto him. 

The word “Christ” is derived from 
the Greek verb meaning “to anoint,” 
exactly as the word “Messiah” is de- 
rived from the Hebrew verb, also 
meaning “to anoint,” hence Messiah 
and Christ are synonymous terms. 
Jehovah and His Anointed in Psalm 
1:2 refer to Jehovah and His Messiah, 
or Christ. 


The Suffering Messiah 
Now the Jews of Old Testament 


times, even as those of today, were 
looking forward to the coming of a 
Messiah who would usher in a region 
of glory, who would liberate them 
from gentile government, and place 
his people at the head of the nations. 
A suffering Messiah was not in all 
their thoughts. 

It therefore came as a shock to His 
disciples when Jesus began to an- 
nounce His death at the hands of 
wicked men. He did not announce it 
plainly at the beginning of His min- 
istry lest His disciples be discouraged. 
But now that His deity had been ad- 
mitted and proclaimed by one of His 
own, He does so, for He is going to 
die for the sins of the world, not as a 
mere man, not as a prophet, not as a 
martyr, but as the Son of God. 

But Peter began to rebuke Jesus for 
suggesting His death, to which He re- 
plied quite sternly: “Get thee behind 
Me, Satan: for thou art an offence to 
Me.” Peter did not yet understand 
God’s plan—talking merely as a man, 
thinking only of creature comforts. 
Satan is back again, seeking by sug- 
gestion to dissuade Jesus from death 
on a Cross. 





A Cross for Each 


Jesus, however, shows His disciples 
that not only will He have to be killed 
on His cross, but that, if they would 
be willing to follow Him, they would 
have to deny themselves, and each 
one would have to take his own cross, 
for any one who follows Jesus will 
naturally go against the current of 
the world, and thus subject himself to 
persecution at the hands of the enemies 
of Jesus. 

And thus we have Jesus’ problem 
in “profit and loss,” as He asks us 
what it shall profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world, but, with the 
gaining thereof, lose his soul. The 
answer naturally is, nothing, for at 
the end of life, no bank account can 
furnish a ransom for the life of a lost 
soul. Whosoever, therefore, will save 
his life shall lose it; but whosoever 
shall lose his life for Jesus’ sake and 
the Gospel’s, shall save it. 

Finally, so that His disciples may be 
able to look beyond the cross to the 
crown, Jesus promises that He is 
coming again in the glory of His 
Father’s kingdom with the holy angels; 
indeed He declares that some who 
were hearing Him as He was speaking, 
would live to see the kingdom of God 
come with power. 

This promise is usually considered 
to be an introduction to the Trans- 
figuration scene immediately follow- 
ing 9:1, of which Peter speaks in his 
second epistle (1:16-17), as the mani- 
festation of His honor and glory re- 
ceived from God the Father, the pledge 
of the power and coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah of Israel, 
the Saviour of the world, at the end 
of this age. 


LESSON TEXT: MARK 9:2-4, 14-17, 
25-29 


FEBRUARY 25, 1951 
Glory and Service 


Golden Text: “This is My beloved Son; 
listen to Him” (Mark 9:7, R.S.V.). 


The Transfiguration 
Cause and effect 
Metamorphosis 
Peter, James, and John 
Moses and Elijah 

The Demon Cast Out 
Disciples Helpless 
Jesus, mighty to save 


There is no other passage in Mark’s 
Gospel in which there is so great a 
contrast as that recorded in our les- 
son between the Transfiguration 
scene on “ a high mountain” (9:2), 
and the demon-possessed son at the 
base of the mountain (9:17). The 
title of our lesson represents this con- 
trast in terms of two words, the 
“glory” of the mountain-top scene, 
with Jesus the central figure, and the 
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“service” He is rendering to the de- 
moniac boy at the foot of the moun- 
tain in the every day world which 
Jesus and His disciples entered when 
they returned into it from the beatific 
scene on the mountain. 


Raphael’s Painting 


Before studying the text of the les- 
son, Mark 9:2-29, we would like to 
express the wish that every reader of 
these lines, every Sunday School teach- 
er, might be able to study a copy of 
Raphael’s great painting of the Trans- 
figuration now in the Vatican Gallery, 
a wonderful copy of which in mosaic 
is to be seen in St. Peter’s Church. I 
cannot describe the impression which 
the art of this great painter made 
upon me as I stood before this re- 
markable picture, his masterpiece, in 
1928 and again in 1930, in the city 
of Rome. 

One is almost startled to note the 
contrast we have alreadv referred to 
between the upper half of the picture, 
bathed, as it were, in heavenly glory, 
and the agony of the tormented youth 
for whom neither his father, nor even 
the disciples, could provide any relief. 
The first reaction one has on seeing 
the mosaic in the church is in the form 
of a question: “Why should it not be 
confined to a representation of the 
Transfiguration,” for the contrast be- 
tween the upper and lower half seems 
to be too great. The glory seems to 
be marred by the suffering; there 
seems to be a violation of harmony 
between the two pictures, if there 
be two in the same panel. 

But that is just the point in the 
picture and in our lesson. It was ex- 
actly the Lord of glory who was will- 
ing to “come down” into the kind of 
a world in which we live in order that 
as “the helper of the helpless,” He 
might overcome in our behalf the 
stranglehold of Satan and his demons 
on the bodies and souls of men. And 
every curve of the artist’s lines points 
upward to Jesus as the central figure 
of the whole ensemble, bidding us look 
up to Him who alone can help when all 
“other helpers fail and comforts flee.” 

The last verse of our last lesson 
(Mark 9:1) is this promise of Jesus, 
that there were some standing with 
Him while He was speaking to His 
disciples who should not taste of 
death till they had seen the kingdom 
of God come with power. 


Christ Transfigured 


The suggestion is made that the 
scene on the Mount of Transfiguration 
about a week later was in fulfillment 
of this startling prophecy; if not the 
final and complete manifestation of its 
power and glory, it was at least a 
“miniature” of that happy time, when 
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the whole earth shall be filled with the 
glory of the Lord, or, as Habakkuk 
2:14 expresses it, the earth shall be 
filled with the knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea. 
We do not know on what “high 
mountain” this wonderful scene was 
enacted. Some think that it was on 
the peak of the Lebanons, called 
Mount Hermon, perhaps because Jesus 
had recently been in Caesarea Philippi, 
far to the north. Others surmise that 
it may have been Mount Tabor, “a 
conical mountain in Galilee, rising 
like a sugar-loaf out of the plain, with 
a level area at the top about a mile in 
circumference,” very picturesque. as 
I recall it. But as to the site, all is 
speculation. As in many incidents in 
the course of Jesus’ ministry, it is 
neither the exact time, nor the place, 
but the fact which is important. 

Matthew and. Mark use the verb 
“metamorphosed,” translated “trans- 
figured,” meaning literally, “a change 
of form,” whereas Luke tells us that 
His countenance was altered, and His 
rainment was white and glistening. 
John does not mention the Trans- 
figuration. It is very important that 
we should read the three accounts, be- 
cause one of them may mention a de- 
tail omitted by the other two, as for 
example, the conversation referred to 
in Luke 9:31. 

The word translated “transfigured” 
occurs again in Romans 12:2, trans- 
lated there as “transformed,” again in 
2 Corinthians 3:18, where we are told 
that by the transforming power of the 
Holy Spirit we are “changed” (meta- 
morphosed) into His image from one 
stage of glory to another. 

Scientists use the word “meta- 
morphic” to describe rocks which have 
undergone a change or transformation 
in texture because of great heat and 
intense pressure; and the noun “meta- 
morphosis” describes the strange vital 
process which takes place when a 
caterpillar is transformed into the 
gorgeous butterfly. Naturally the use 
of this same word by the scientists will 
not help us to understand the mystery 
of the transfiguration, but word- 
studies can be both interesting and 
helpful. 


Peter, James, and John 


Of those who were standing with 
Him in 9:1, Jesus took three along 
into the mountain, namely, Peter, 
James, and John, whom we like to 
think of as a sort of inner circle, and 
who accompanied Jesus when on sev- 
eral occasions He was confronting 
death, that, for example, of Jairus’ 
daughter (Mk. 5:37), or His own, 
when we find them in the Garden of 
Gethsemane just a few hours before 


His crucifixion (Mk. 14:33). 

And the scene of the Transfigura- 
tion was no exception in this respect, 
for in the verse cited above (Lk. 9:31) 
we learn that Moses and Elijah ap- 
pear in the glory and speak with Him 
about His decease which He should 
accomplish in Jerusalem. The word 
“decease” is exodus in the Greek text 
(appearing also in Heb. 11.22, trans- 
lated “departing,” referring to the ex- 
odus of Israel out of Egypt). The 
principal subject in connection with 
the exodus (incidentally the name 
of the second book of the Bible) is 
the Passover lamb, and of Jesus as 
the Lamb about to be slain, Moses and 
Elijah were evidently speaking. 


Moses and Elijah 


Moses represented the dispensation 
of the Old Testament law and Elijah 
that of the prophets. Both law and 
prophesy had been looking forward 
to the “Coming One,” and now that 
He had come, it would seem that these 
representatives of the two dispensa- 
tions came to surrender their offices at 
Jesus’ feet. 

Peter was much affected by what 
was taking place. The disciples were 
sore afraid because of the supernatural 
phenomenon, and Peter (usually the 
first one to talk) says to Jesus: 
“Master, it is good that we are here 
(with you) : let us erect three shelters, 
one for Thee, one for Moses, and one 
for Elijah. (The Greek text does not 
state that Peter said: It is good “for 
us” to be here. The pronoun trans- 
lated by “for us” would have to be 
in the dative case, which it is not). 

Suddenly the Shekinah of glory 
overshadowed the company and a 
voice came out of the cloud, saying: 
“This is My beloved Son; listen to 
Him” (the Golden Text). God had 
spoken in Old Testament times in 
various ways unto the fathers by the 
law and by the prophets, but in these 
last days He hath spoken to us by His 
Son (says Heb. 1:1-2), and therefore, 
as a Son, He will now speak with 
greater authority than Moses and Eli- 
jah. ever could speak. 

The disciples were asked not to tell 
any one what they had seen, till the 
Son of Man was risen from the dead. 
They obeyed, but could not under- 
stand what the expression “to rise 
from the dead” meant. And it is ex- 
actly on the morning of the resurrec- 
tion that Luke mentions “two men” at 
the open tomb, clothed in shining gar- 
ments. Were they Moses and Elijah? 

And in Acts 1:10 “two men” in 
white apparel appear to the disciples at 
Jesus’ ascension to tell them that “this 
same Jesus, which is taken from you 
into Heaven, shall so come in like man- 

(Continued on page 37) 
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The books reviewed in these 
columns, and any other books 
of an evangelical nature, can. 
be purchased through Eter- 
nity Book Service, Box 2000, 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











Never Alone, or The Unseen Guest. 
John Wilmot Mahood, D.D. The Chris- 
topher Publishing House, Boston. 120 p. 
$2.00. 


Here is a brief practical study on the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. If one is look- 
ing for a profoundly theological handling 
of this highly important theme, the volume 
at hand will not fill the bill. However, 
for a succinct and popular presentation, 
admirably adapted to the comprehension 
and needs of the average church member, 
or young Christian, this work is to be 
highly recommended. 

The author correctly contends that there 
is a great lack of understanding of the 
Person and work of the Holy Spirit in 
modern church life. This deficiency has 
its issue in the spiritual impotency of 
Christians as to their individual and col- 
lective witness. There follows a commend- 
ably simple setting forth of the Scriptural 
doctrine of the Holy Spirit as it relates to 
all the broader phases of personal Chris- 
tian living, as well as to church life. With 
reference to the latter, the chapters con- 
cerning “Church Officers,” and “A Spirit 
Filled Choir” are most pertinent, because 
of the usual under-emphasis of the Holy 
Spirit’s ministry in these areas of church 
life. 

A generous sprinkling of lively illustra- 
tions give movement and light to the sub- 
ject matter, thus adding to the readability 
of this helpful and informative little book. 

GS. 


The Art of Biblical Preaching. Faris D. 
Whitesell, Introduction by Dr. Clarence 
E. Macartney. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 160 p. $2.00. 


In the foreword Dr. Whitesell states his 
thesis that “the only proper preaching for 
the Christian pulpit is that preaching 
grounded upon the Bible, centered in the 
Bible, molded by the Bible and saturated 
with the Bible.” The author then proceeds 
to establish his thesis by showing the na- 
ture, values, and requirements of Biblical 
preaching. 

Chapter one stresses the importance of 
Biblical preaching by defining Biblical 
preaching positively and negatively, and 
by showing the advantages of Biblical 
preaching for the hearer and for the 
preacher. Chapter two sets forth the 
various methods of Biblical preaching; 
this chapter is especially helpful to those 
who think that expository preaching is the 
only kind of Biblical preaching. Chapter 
three describes the essentials of 
Biblical preaching. The section on 
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New Hooks 


“Preaching in the power of the Holy 
Spirit” is splendid and greatly needed in 
a day when most works on preaching ignore 
this vital aspect. Chapter four sets forth 
additional desirable aids for the best 
Biblical preaching such as “Passion,” 
“Mastery of Words,” “Proper Voice Con- 
trol,” and “The Evangelistic Aim.” The 
final chapter is a discussion of some 
preachers of the recent past and the pres- 
ent who exemplify the ideals of Biblical 
preaching. Such men as Fuller, Ironside, 
Macartney, Morgan, and Spurgeon are 
considered among many others. 

In this book Dr. Whitesell, who is Pro- 
fessor of Practical Theology at Northern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, has given 
us a sensible, balanced approach to Biblical 
preaching. Although there is little new in 
this volume, it makes a strong, clear case 
for the necessity of Biblical preaching. 
Perhaps the book should have been en- 
titled “The Nature of Biblical Preaching” 
because it deals more with the nature of it 
than with the art of it. Nevertheless, the 
author has made a greatly needed empha- 
sis in a simple, forceful way, and we hope 
with the. author that his effort may “in- 
spire preachers to make larger use of the 
Word of God,” 

R.N.O. 


Steps to Nebo, Bible Studies for Young 
People. J. A. Van Gorkom. Baker Book 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 137 p. 
$1.50. 


One of the very profitable ways of study- 
ing the Bible is to study the lives of out- 
standing Bible characters. This is especial- 
ly true for young people. J. A. Van Gor- 
kom, formerly of the faculty of the Moody 
Bible Institute, has done the Church a 
great service by giving us this series of 
Bible studies on thirteen Old Testament 
personalities. Very skillfully the author 
has captured the most prominent qualities 
in each of the characters he portrays, and 
has set them forth in a most interesting 
fashion for the instruction of his readers. 
The writer reveals that he knows the needs 
and the interests of young people. He 
emphasizes exactly those features in the 
lives of the Bible characters he selects which 
convey lessons of particular significance to 
young Christians. At the same time, even 
the mature Christian will find rich treasure 
for thoughtful meditation in these studies. 

The title of the book is drawn from the 
chapter dealing with Moses. Each chapter 
has a thought-provoking caption, such as, 
“Joseph—The Man of Many Detours”; 
“Joshua—a Successful Successor”; “Jonah— 
The Man with an Idea of His Own.” 

A most helpful feature of the book is 
the outline of each study preceding each 
chapter. The material is well organized 
and there is constant use of Scripture 
references. Choice quotations from other 
authors are found throughout the book, 
and each study is concluded with an ap- 
propriate stanza or two of poetry. The 
practical aspects of the life of faith are 
emphasized, so that each study brings the 


thoughtful reader to his knees asking God 
to make him obedient and useful in His 
service. 

There are many penetrating insights into 
the Scripture in these simple character 
studies. Many details which the casual 
reader of the Scriptures would overlook 
are brought to his attention so that there 
is the thrill of new discovery for the Bible 
student. The book is exceedingly well 
written in clear, forceful language. Young 
and old alike will enjoy and profit from 
a study of the Word of God with the gui- 
dance of these vivid and life-like pen pic- 
tures of well known Bible characters. 

H. W. O. 


The Sabbath and The Lord’s Day. Charles 
L. Feinberg. Van Kampen Press, Whea- 
ton, Ill. 32 p. $.25. 


In this booklet the author sets forth in 
clear, readable fashion the distinctions be- 
tween law and grace. He then proceeds to 
show that the believer is not bound by 
the Jewish Sabbath, but is free to enjoy 
the Lord’s Day which is a constant re- 
minder of the resurrection of our Saviour. 
This booklet will prove of use to those 
dealing with Seventh Day Adventists. 

R.N.O. 


The Master: Reflections on the Glories of 
Christ. Frederick A. Tatford. Loizeaux 
Brothers, New York. 124 p. $1.50. 


In this appealing little volume, Dr. Tat- 
ford has given us a collection of medita- 
tions on different aspects of the Lord Him- 
self: The Silent Years, The Branch, The 
Saviour, The Teacher, The Mourner, The 
Rock, The Food, The All-Sufficient, etc. 
Each short chapter sets forth some aspect 
of the glory of Christ in simple, instruc- 
tive style. Dr. Tatford’s quick, easy-to- 
read style is further aided by vivid, ap- 
propriate illustrations. 

R.N.O. 


Mountains and Mountain Men of the 
Bible. Clarence E. Macartney. Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press, New York. 188 p. 
$2.00. 


This new volume of sermons by the Rev. 
Clarence E. Macartney, D. D., pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
sustains the author’s reputation as a great 
preacher of t themes. Here is bio- 
graphical preaching at its best. 

Beginning with “Mount Ararat and 
Noah,” and concluding with “Mount Zion 
and the Life to Come,” Dr. Macartney 
presents an excellent message on every 
Biblical incident of any magnitude which 
involved a mountain. It is the author's 
homiletic technique to begin his sermon 
with a brief, but intensely graphic and 
vivid physical description of each moun- 
tain considered. owever, his interest 
quickly reverts from the mountain to the 
man or men, as the case may be. Here we 
thrill at his penetrating character analyses, 
his profound understanding of the per- 
sonal problems of these mountain men, 
and his ability to relate their experiences 
to contemporary living. All this is clothed 
in the choicest language. The phraseology 
sparkles with refreshing originality, the 
trenchant style arouses and stimulates the 
reader. 

Above all, Dr. Macartney’s utterances are 
consistently Biblical and Christocentric. 
Each sermon has Gospel relevance and re- 
flects constant fidelity to the Word of God. 
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The spiritual affections are warmed, the 
mind is stimulated, and the will is chal- 
lenged, in the reading of these messages— 
all of which possess evangelistic coercive- 
ness. Ministers and laymen alike will dis- 
cover this series to be “Class A” Christian 
reading matter. 
G. S. 


Pattibook Series. Mary E. LeBar. Scripture 
Press, Chicago. Each book $.75. 


In this series for the nursery class there 
are four beautifully colored booklets with 
spiral binding so that each page can be 
easily opened and shown to the children. 


The first book entitled I’m Giving 
stresses love for the Lord Jesus as the true 
motive for giving. It makes giving easily 
understood by showing definite things the 
child’s money can buy for the Lord’s work. 
Pattibook No. 2, entitled SH-h-h-h, is very 
helpful in acquiring a reverential attitude 
in the nursery class. Each page illustrates 
some noise and then brings out the con- 
trasting SH-h-h-h. Pattibook No. 3, Who 
Loves Patty? portrays those who love Patty, 
showing that the Lord Jesus loves her best 
of all. Pattibook No. 4, We Are Helpers, 
brings down to the little child’s level things 
he can do to be helpful and so please the 
Lord Jesus. 

These books in no way bring out the 
Gospel, which is the foundation for all 
actions and attitudes pleasing to the Lord, 
but they are excellent to supplement Bible 
teaching in the nursery. They present 
Christian living on the nursery level. 


B. T. 


The Pilgrim’s Progress. John Bunyan’s 
allegory rewritten for children. Wade 
C. Smith. W. A, Wilde Company, Bos- 
ton. 104 p. $1.75. 


The original narrative. of Christian’s 
journey to the Celestial City is contained 
in a large volume and is difficult for chil- 
dren to understand, Mr. Smith has elimi- 
nated the repetitions and shortened the 
long doctrinal arguments, so that the story 
is enjoyable and worthwhile reading for 
very young people. 

The moral lessons of Christian’s ad- 
ventures have been retained and the mean- 
ingful names of his acquaintances convey 
to children the type of people he met 
through his lifelong journey. The Pilgrim’s 
glorious arrival and entry before the pres- 
ence of the King is the climax of the story, 
and shows the reward of a faithful traveler. 


B. T. 


A Pictorial Gospel compiled by Elliot 
Hodgkin. The Macmillan Company, 
New York. 212 p. $3.50. 


Here we have reproductions from the 
old masters on the right hand pages and 
the words of the Gospels facing the illus- 
trations to which they refer on the left 
hand pages. 

The illustrations include paintings and 
drawings of all schools and periods, rang- 
ing from the anonymous illustrators of 
medieval manuscripts to Blake and Ford 
Madox Brown. They come from art gal- 
leries, libraries, and private collections all 
over the world. Some are reproduced here 
for the first time, from the Codex Aureus 
in the Escorial Library. There is a high 
proportion of unfamiliar work in this vol- 
ume. Unfortunately, however, none of the 
reproductions are in color. 
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A Window on the World 
(Continued from page 23) 


A letter from a Presbyterian mis- 
sionary in Japan, Gordon Chapman, 
who is working in the north island of 
Hokkaido, tells of meeting a youn 
man who threw a tract on the groun 
and with an air of defiance said, “I 
am a Marxist and thus cannot read 
the Bible.” The missionary replied, 
“T, too, have read Marx and also the 
Bible, but find the latter more helpful 
because it is the Word of the living 
God who is the Creator. You Marxists 
are teaching that this is the day of 
man’s freedom. Do you mean to tell 
me that you are not free to read the 
Bible?” I said this while holding out 
to him a copy of the Gospel of John. 
He accepted it and picked up the tract, 
“Well, then, I will read it. Thank you 


for it.” 


Rome _ newspapers announce 
that the Vatican is greatly pleased 
over President Truman’s an- 
nouncement that he will send an 
envoy to that country of a few 
acres. The news reports state that 
the Vatican was not entirely 
pleased with the status of Taylor 
who was a “personal envoy” of 
Roosevelt and ‘then Truman, be- 


cause that status gave the impres- 
sion that the embassy was a “side- 
line.” They are pleased that an 
official embassy will now be es- 
tablished with a full time envoy. 
Although the office of Mr. Taylor 
remained open since his resigna- 
tion there has been no one to 
take charge of American affairs, 
the Vatican report continues, and 
this has worked great hardship, 
they say, in that it has made it 
dificult for visiting American 
officials to obtain audiences with 
the pope. The report ended with 
the statement of the Catholic party 
line ut’erance that seeks to iden- 
tify the interests of the Vatican 
and the interests of the U. S. in 
the warfare against Communism. 


Representative Mike Mansfield, 
Democrat from Montana, has stated 
that he hopes the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee will vote favorably 
on a resolution favoring unification 
of Ireland. The fact that a Congress- 
man would make such a statement 
seriously shows the influence of the 
Roman Catholic Church over its mem- 
bers who hold public office. That the 
United States Congress should even 
have one member that should consider 
such a resolution is an offense against 
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good taste. What would happen if the 
British House of Parliament had mem- 
bers who proposed resolutions to the 
effect that Porto Rico should be grant- 
ed statehood, or that the Panama Ca- 
nal Zone should be given back to Co- 
lombia? The United States has noth- 
ing to do with Irish affairs. 


The Roman Church, of course, 
wishes the unification of Ireland be- 
cause the south of Ireland has the ma- 
jority of the population. It is poor, 
agricultural, and Catholic. The north 
of Ireland is comparatively rich, in- 
dustrial, and Protestant. If unifica- 
tion could be secured, the Irish Par- 
liament would immediately vote low 
taxes on agricultural products, and 
high taxes on industries, and force the 
Protestants to pay for the entire cost 
of the government and schooling of 
the whole island. This is one reason 
why the Ulster men would die rather 
than see unification. After all, the 
Battle of the Boyne was fought, and 


won. 

A sociologist of the University 
of Chicago discussing the effects 
of a defense economy said, as 
quoted in the New York Times, 
“Without neuroses, all individuals 
can now realistically fear the fu- 
ture.” The Bible prophesies that 
things will grow so terrible that 
“men’s hearts will fail them for 
fear” (Lk. 21:26). The Christian 
should remember that at the same 
time the Lord has said to us “See 
that ye be not troubled” (Mt. 
24:6). 

The pro-Russian authorities in 
Czechoslovakia are attempting to form 
a separate Catholic Church, which will 
owe allegiance to Moscow and not to 
Rome. Two new theological seminaries 
have been set up with Catholic priests 
who are pro-Russian, and a course of 
study has been announced. The ques- 
tion of who would ordain the priests 
at the end of the study period has not 
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yet been set forth. At present, no 
bishop of the Roman communion 
would ordain a schismatic priest. The 
Vatican has announced that any such 
graduate would be outside the Roman 
communion, as he would be excom- 
municated, (1) if he were to attempt 
to carry on priestly functions without 
erdination, (2) if he were to be or- 
dained by an excommunicated bishop, 
or (3) if he were ordained by a bish- 
op of another church such as the Rus- 
sian Orthodox. The Czech Communist 
government is making many induce- 
ments to possible students to enroll 
them in the new seminary. 


Dr. Paul Scherer, professor in 
the Union Theological Seminary 
of New York, is quoted in the 
N. Y. Times, as saying, “Let’s face 
the fact that there is a moral dif- 
ference between stealing one hun- 
dred dollars and one million dol- 
lars.” This was to illustrate that 
the hydrogen bomb is less moral 
than the atom bomb. The answer, 
so far as the money is concerned, 
is that each man who steals does 
so according to the amount to 
which he has access. The man 
who steals a dime from a beg 
would steal a dollar if he could, 
and a thousand if he could get 
near it. The only reason that the 
man who steals a million doesn’t 
steal a dime is because he has lots 
of dimes. How dangerous it is 
for a theological professor to 
ignore the real nature of sin. 


The Methodist Peace Commission 
has sent a resolution to the United 
States Government recommending the 
recognition of the communist regime 
as the de facto government of China. 
The Commission was set up by the 
Methodist Church to educate for 
peace. The resolutions were adopted 
at the annual meeting in the close of 
November. This should be read, per- 
haps, as a postscript to the famous 
article in the Reader’s Digest a little 
over a year ago which pointed out the 
strong communist trend in the clergy 


of the Methodist Church. 


A Little Man 


(Continued from page 27) 


Many are longing today for some- 
one who will bring into their hearts 
a satisfaction which thus far they 
have sought to gain through the ac- 
cumulation of things. There is only 
one Person who can do this—the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who in His own 
Person is ready to meet every need, 
to solve every problem, and to an- 
swer every question of the human 
heart. As He is known, the same 
joy which filled Zacchaeus’s heart 
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will flood our souls today as we real- 
ize in Him we have found a true 
Friend, “The friend who sticketh 
closer than a brother, and who is al- 
together lovely,” but friendship with 
the Lord, unless it results in a deci- 
sion similar to that of Zacchaeus, 
will wither and fade, for as He is 
put first, things must lose their for- 
mer place and love for Him de- 
mands its expression in giving up to 
Him and giving of Him to others, 
that His will may be fulfilled and 
the glory of His Person made known. 

As this decision is made, the reali- 
zation of the glorious destiny re- 
served for all who are His is born 
within the soul and the covenant re- 
lationship between God and His 
people becomes an abiding reality, 
bringing peace and comfort of heart 
which can be known in no other 
way. More than all, however, the 
consciousness that in Him we have 
gained a great Deliverer is that 
which is the crowning part of the 
experience. He is the One who de- 
livers us from the penalty of our 
sins, the One who has delivered us 
from the power of our sins, and the 
One who by His death will deliver 
us also from the very presence of 
sin, that we may be presented blame- 
less, body, soul, and spirit, into the 
presence of God the Father, pre- 
pared to dwell forever in the glory 
with Him. 
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ner as ye have seen Him go into Heav- 
en.” Were they, for the third time, 
Moses and Elijah, the two celestial 
visitors, but representatives of our 
race, interested in every crisis in the 
life of Jesus on His way to the cross, 
and finally to His crown, whence He 
shall come in power and great glory 
to establish His kingdom of righteous- 
ness and peace throughout the earth? 

After a brief discussion concerning 
the coming of Elijah, during which 
conversation Jesus said he had already 
come, meaning John the Baptist, who 
had been treated as He Himself would 
soon be, they meet the disciples who 
had not been with Him on the moun- 
tain. The scribes were talking with 
them and crowds were “listening in.” 
Jesus too wanted to learn what was 
going on, when the father of an only 
son (Lk. 9:38) came, bringing the 
boy and describing his condition to 
Jesus. 

The Demon-Possessed Boy 

Verse 18 describes the symptoms of 
the spasm which afflicted him when- 
ever the evil spirit tormented the lad. 
The disciples could do nothing for 
him, hence the father made a direct 
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appeal to Jesus Himself. 

He questions the father as to how 
long the child had been thus affected. 
From childhood, he says,. and then 
gives further details of the phenomena 
accompanying the seizures. “If Thou 
canst do anything, have compassion on 
us, and help us,” the father pleads in 
desperation. 

‘But Jesus said that it depends upon 
the father—“If Thou canst!” If thou 
canst believe; all things are possible 
to him that believeth. With God all 
things are possible! 

And straightway the father of the 
child cried out, and said with tears: 
“Lord, I believe; help Thou mine un- 
belief.” When Jesus saw that the peo- 
ple came running together, He rebuked 
the foul spirit (called a dumb spirit 
in v. 17), saying unto him, “Thou 
dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, 
come out of him, and enter no more 
into him.” And the spirit cried, and 
rent him sore, and came out of him; 
and he was as one dead; inasmuch 
that many said, “He is dead.” And 
Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted 
him up, and he arose. 

The disciples themselves were amazed 
at the power and authority of the Lord 


Jesus, and asked why they could not 


cast the demon out. Jesus told them 
that the kind of evil spirit involved 
in this case could come out only by 
prayer and fasting. 


Demon possession is a terrible afflic- © 


tion. Missionaries on foreign fields 
have abundant examples of every form 
of control by evil spirits. How thank- 
ful that we know the name of One 
whom they fear,- for at the name of 
Jesus they tremble and flee. 


MARCH 4, 1951 
The Jerusalem Road 
LESSON TEXT: MARK 10:35-45 
Golden Text: “Whoever would be great 


among you must be your servant” (Mk. 
10:43). 
Family Life 
Divorce 
Children 
Humility 
As little children 
His right hand and His left 


To minister 
The title of our lesson is evidently 
suggested by verse 32 of our chapter, 
Mark 10, which constitutes the whole 
of today’s lesson assignment; verses 
35-45 to be printed as the particular 
text to be studied in class. 
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In order that Bibles may be placed 
in the hands of native workers so 
that they can carry on their work 
of evangelism, the Eternity Bible 
Gift Fund sends free Bibles, as 
gifts to the Fund permit. 

If God lays this work on your 
heart, send gifts to: 

ETERNITY BIBLE GIFT FUND 

Box 2000 Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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= 
hand in hand with desper- 


ately needed material aid is the 
service rendered in Jesus’ Name 
to destitute, hopeless, and help- 
less boys in historic LEBA- 
NON through the NEAR 
EAST BOYS’ HOME, a branch of the 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS with its simi- 
lar long-established ministry in China. 
You may receive free literature and learn 
about support of one of these needy Arab 
boys —shelter, food, clothing, and school- 
ing, with all activities centered in the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus Christ — 


NESIPHORUS 


Dept. 61, 3939 No. Hamlin Ave. 
Chicago 18, Ill. 
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5,000,000 Gospels and Testa- 
ments have been distributed by 
the Japan staff of the Pocket Testament 
league and the evangelists whom the 
league has brought to Japan for its 
nation-wide campaign of evangelization 
and Scripture distribution. 

This is only a@ beginning. Most of 
Japan's 80 million sovls are still un- 
evangelized. NOW we are free to reach 
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them. TOMORROW — even o year from 
now — it may be too late. The utmost 
effort of God's people is needed NOW. 
Continue te pray with us for this great 
missionary task. 

Write for free copies of the Fuchida 
tract and the Anderson stories. 
























Verse 32 tells us that Jesus and His 
disciples “were in the way goin _ 
to Jerusalem,” and in verse 17 
is this note, “when He was gone forth 
into the way.” We are tempted to think 
of the Greek “peripatetic” philos- 
ophers, who were so called because 
their teaching was done while “walk- 
ing” along the road with those who 
might be interested in discussing some 
important subject with them. 


Wa'king and Talking 

It may be of no great importance, 
but possibly of some interest, to know 
that Paul frequently uses the Greek 
verb from which the adjective “peri- 
patetic” is derived, as in Ephesians 
4:1, where he exhorts us to “walk” 
worthy of the calling wherewith we 
are called (so also in Col. 1:10; 1 
Thes. 4:12, and many other passages). 

Many of Jesus’ discourses and con- 
versations with His disciples seem to 
have been quite casual, some of them 
perhaps suggested by objects seen, or 
situations met, along the way while 
walking from village to village, or 
along the shore of the sea of Galilee, 
or amid the busy throngs of a crowded 
city street. Sometimes His discourses 
and teachings followed upon questions 


‘put to Him by His enemies, men who 


were not at all interested in learning 
some important spiritual truth, but 
who were hoping to “catch Him,” with 
a view to charging Him with disloyalty 
to the government or with teaching 
that which was contrary to the law of 
Moses (as in verses 2-12 of our chap- 
ter, Mk. 10). 

The first verse of this chapter finds 
Jesus coming from the north into 
Judea (the word “coasts” in the Bible 
does not mean the seashore, but the 
“limits” or boundary-lines of a coun- 
try), by way of the territory of Peraea, 
east of the Jordan, where He spent 
much of His time during the last six 
months of His ministry. Luke and 
John tell us more about this than does 
Mark. 

It is apparent from all these accounts 
that Jesus had more interested hearers 
in that area than among His own peo- 
ple. Reports coming from there may 
have stirred up His enemies in Jeru- 
salem, who because of envy and jeal- 
ousy inspired by His popularity, 
crossed the Jordan to engage Him in 
conversation with one of their trick 
questions, in order to tempt or to test 
Him (v. 2). 

Divorce 

The question was, “Is it lawful for 
a man to put away his wife?” 

Naturally, under the circumstances 
He could not answer with a simple 


“Yes” o r “No.” The Jews had an 
“easy morality” in those days with re- 
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spect to divorces. A woman had prac- 
tically no rights, whereas the husband 
could for no reason merely declare 
his wife divorced from him. So Jesus 
puts a question to them in turn: “What 
did Moses command you?” They were 
ready to answer that he allowed a writ 
of divorcement, and to put one’s wife 
away. This “writ” would at least have 
allowed a little delay, a brief time to 
think things over. 

But Jesus quickly gets at the root 
of the matter by saying that it was not 
so intended in the beginning. In Gen- 
esis 1:27 it is written that “God made 
them male and female,” and in Mark 
10:7-9 Jesus says, “for this cause shall 
a man leave his father and mother, and 
cleave to his wife; and they two shall 
be one flesh, so then they are no more 
two, but one flesh. What God hath 
joined together, let not man put asun- 
der.” It was only because of their 
hardness of heart (v. 5) that they 
could not and would not abide by this 
law that Moses allowed the “writ of 
divorcement” to which they appealed. 

But Jesus, in a private conversation 
with His disciples “in the house” (v. 
10) lays down the categorical rule, 
fortunately recorded for us in these 
days of rapidly increasing divorces, 
that whosoever shall puf away his 
wife, and marry another, commi 
adultery against her. And if a woman 
shall put away her husband, and be 
married to another, she committeth 
adultery. And remember that adul- 
terers come under God’s judgment 
(Heb. 13:4), and with those men- 
tioned in Revelation 22:15 they can- 
not expect a welcome into the City of 
God, wherein nothing unclean is to 
enter. 

The family is the first institution 
God ordained; holy and sacred, there- 
fore, is the marriage relation. For 
this reason it is the object of Satan’s 
attack. In procreation and parent- 
hood, in the atmosphere of a holy love, 
we come very close to God in His 
creative processes. Satan seeks to de- 
stroy the family; Jesus, by His teach- 
ing, desires to perpetuate it, granting 
the wife the same status as the hus- 
band, and in the next paragraph bless- 
ing the children, who are always the 
first to suffer, when a family is broken 
up by infidelity and divorce. 


Little Children 


No doubt it was the parents who 
brought their children to Him (v. 13) 
that He should touch them, a beauti- 
ful scene. Parents who will bring and 
dedicate their children to Him, “in 
the days of their youth,” or, as in the 
case of Hannah, dedicate and conse- 
crate them to Him even before birth 
(1 Sam. 1:11), will find in later years 
that they will rise up to call them 
blessed (Prov. 31:28). 


Strange that His disciples should 
have rebuked those that brought the 
children. They may have thought that 
He would not care to be bothered, for 
these children may not have been old 
enough to understand His teaching, 
and most likely were not sick, there- 
fore not in need of healing. Jesus in 
turn rebuked the disciples, having been 
much displeased with them for despis- 
ing “these little ones.” He loved little 
children for their own sake. Then, 
they were an essential part of the fam- 
ily unit, and straight from the heart 
of His Father, the Creator of all life! 


He even dares to say that whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein. Therefore He charges His 
disciples to permit the little ones to 
come unto Him, and to forbid them 
not; for of such is the kingdom of 
Heaven. One of the most touching 
scenes I ever observed was a com- 
munion service a few months ago, 
when parents brought a number of 
small children with them to the Lord’s 
table to participate, with an apparent 
expression of joy on their countenance. 
There may be people who might have 
objected, or, perhaps, like the disciples, 
might have chided the minister and 
the parents, but Jesus, the good Shep- 
herd, would never have chased those 
little lambs away from His table. 

So what did Jesus do to emphasize 
His teachings? As Simon took into 
his arms the Christ Child, the Lamb of 
God, so Jesus took these children up 
in His arms, put His hands upon them, 
and blessed them, as pretty a picture as 
one which I saw in a Syrian hillside, 
that of an oriental shepherd, both arms 
akimbo, with the face of a very young 
lamb peeping out from under each 
arm. 

As I was standing at a church-door 
after a service, greeting the worship- 
ers as they were leaving the audito- 
rium, a boy asked me how old he had 
to be to become a Christian. I had 
time merely to ask him the question 
as to how old he was when he began 
to love his mother. We may easily 
sin a sin of omission by not bringing 
children to the point of decision for 
Christ early, before the evil days of 
later life come (Eccl. 12:1). 


Entering the Kingdom 

Why should men become like little 
children in order to enter the kingdom 
of God? To enter that kingdom we 
must lay aside all pride, for in us 
dwelleth no good thing of which the 
natural man can boast. There must 
be simplicity of faith, and unquestion- 
ing obedience. There dare be no hy- 
pocrisy, and a sense of deep humility 
before a holy God must pervade our 
whole being. 
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co] BE SAVED 


is the JEW who has 
died of Starvation! 


Thousands of Jews — 
especially Christian 
Jews—in Europe 


are on the verge 

starvation. Evangeliza- 
tion of Evrope’s Jews 
must go hand in hand 
with relief. The plight 
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The lesson of today concerning hu- 
mility, Jesus’ disciples had to learn. 
Jesus had been speaking of His ap- 
proaching death after most cruel per- 
secution at the hands of wicked men. 
Paul tells us that He, the Son of God, 
took upon Him the form of a servant, 
was made in the likeness of men, 
humbled Himself, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even death on a cross. 

And so, on the Jerusalem road, as 
His face is set toward the cross, two 
of His disciples ask Him a favor, which 
turns out to be this request: “Grant 
unto us that we may sit, one on Thy 
right hand, and the other on Thy left 
hand in Thy glory.” 

But Jesus said unto them (James 
and John): “Ye know not what ye 
ask. Can ye drink of the cup that I 
drink of? and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” 

And they said unto Him: “We can.” 
And Jesus said unto them, “Ye shall 
indeed drink of the cup that I drink 
of, and with the baptism that I am 
baptized withal shall ye be baptized, 
but to sit on My right hand and on 
My left hand is not Mine to give; but 
it shall be given to them for whom it 
is prepared.” 


Servants and Master 


The cup and the baptism, no doubt, 
refer to His sufferings. He was the 
target of Satan’s wrath, and while on 
the cross He experienced a real separa- 
tion from His Father as He exclaimed, 
“My God, My God, why hast Thou 
forsaken Me?” Having been made sin 
and a sin-offering for us, the wrath of 
God was poured out upon Him as He 
hung there in our place, taking the 
punishment we deserved. 

These disciples would have to face 
the persecutions of the Evil One too, 
for, as followers of the Lord Jesus, 
they were to go into all the world, 
which was Satan’s territory, to pro- 
claim the Gospel of the grace of God 
in Christ Jesus. Satan will protest 
this, and the servant is not above his 
master. Jesus told them that as the 
world hated Him, it would hate them. 
It is quite likely that eleven of the 
twelve apostles met a violent death. 


The ten other disciples (v. 41), were 
much displeased with James and John 
because they had requested the chief 
places in the kingdom. Jesus likewise 
could not approve of their ambition, 
saying, “Ye know that they which are 
accounted to rule over the gentiles 
exercise lordship over them; and their 
great ones exercise authority upon 
them. But so shall it not be among 
you; but whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister 
(servant); and whosoever of you will 


be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. 
For even the Son of man came not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” 

Thus spake the One who was meek 
and lowly in heart, an echo of Mark 
9:35, “If any man desire to be first, 
the same shall be last of all, and serv- 
ant of all.” (Read Lk. 14:7-11, and in 
the Old Testament, Prov. 25:27: “For 


men to search their own glory is not 
glory”). 


The Open Door 


(Continued from page 25) 


spirit of Christ, bringing freedom of 
prayer and spiritual strength. He 
has been waiting. He has watched 
and waited while indifference has 
given way to interest and interest to 
strong desire. He has waited until 
the struggles of self-reformation have 
given way to the humility of faith. 
And in response to the child-like 
trust which is content to abandon 
past failures, present fears and fu- 
ture uncertainties and to rely on 
God alone, He enters. He makes a 
new Bethlehem on earth, and re- 
enacts the day of Pentecost. Christ 
is born in man, in answer to man’s 
faith. He casts out the sin which 
blocked His path and defied man’s 
effort, and nails it to His Cross. He 
raises up man to live with Him in 
daily friendship and in increasing 
vigor of life and conquest of sin. He 
gives him power from on high, and 
His own presence from that day 
forth. Thus “Christ in you, the hope 
of glory,” becomes the mainspring of 
life, and Paul’s words ring true 
again: “I live, yet not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” 

The realization of these possibili- 
ties may be slow. It is the Church’s 
task to help fulfill them, to guide 
and to encourage. It is the Chris- 
tian’s part to enter into his respon- 
sibilities as a member of the Church. 
The fellowship of the Chruch, both 
in its worship and in its teaching, is 
the privilege of every Christian. 
Without fellowship his life is likely 
to fail in its promise. Nothing, in- 
deed, can rob him of the new life 
which Christ has given him. His con- 
fidence that he has passed from spir- 
itual death to spiritual life does not 
rest on his achievements as a Chris- 
tian. It rests on Christ’s promise, 
and on the fact that he is now a true 
member of God's family and as such 
the heir to eternal life (John 1:12. 
See also the first chapter of Peter's 
first epistle). But to become strong 
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in faith, able to withstand tempta- 
tion and to live without shame and 
without affectation, for Christ, the 
Christian needs the support of other 
Christians, both in informal friend- 
ship and in the formal worship of 
the church. He needs also to pray— 
not intermittently, as he feels in- 
clined, but regularly. Similarly, reg- 
ular study of the Bible will strength- 
en faith and increase the understand- 
ing. 

If the Christian has privileges, he 
also has responsibilities. Gratitude 
to Christ, and the state of the world 
today make an equal demand that 
every Christian be worth his salt. By 
his life and actions, and sometimes 
by his words, he can show where his 
loyalty lies. And as he commits him- 
self more and more unreservedly to 
a sane and steady life-service for 
Christ, he will become increasingly 
certain that he serves the best of 
Masters and has made the truest of 
Friends. Thus all life is ennobled 
by the touch of the Invisible King. 


The core and essence of Christian- 
ity is “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” “He that hath the Son of 
God hath life” (Col. 1:27; John 5: 
12). He may not be able to possess 
all this privileges at once, as Chris- 
tian and churchman. Sometimes his 
future will seem perplexing and his 
faith burn low. But neither his own 
feelings nor fears, nor the afflictions 
which the malice or the thoughtless- 
ness of men or (for that matter) his 
own folly may throw across his path, 
can for one moment separate him 
from the love of God, nor rob him 


of his ultimate triumph. 
THE ENp 


This is a chapter from Mr. Pollock's 
book, Candidate for Truth (available 
through Eternity Book Service). Mr. Pol- 
lock, a Cambridge man, was head of the 
I.V.F. there during Dr. Barnhouse’s first 
visit as missioner at the Triennial Mission. 
He expects to be ordained by the Church 
of England in the spring. 


Daily Meditations 
(Continued from page 18) 


sing, “Each victory will help you, some 
other to win.” There may be a limited 
sense in which that is true but there is a 
vital sense in which it is not only not true 
but is exceedingly false. If you trust your 
victory you will land in defeat. If you 
take your eyes from Christ you will fail 
miserably. “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 
10:12). Three things combined to lead 
Abram away from the promise: 1) Sarai 
was barren; 2) Hagar was at hand; and $8) 
Sarah urged him on. And he was a man, 
with earth’s passions. It would take more 
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CALIF. Oakland KROW 960 6:30 P.M.. 
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“preaching the full counsels of the inspired 
Word.’ 


A Cordial Welcome Awaits You .. . 


indian Creek Drive at 7ist 
Miami Beach, Florida 


DR. WILLIS E. GARRETT, Pastor 


Preaching the Book, the Blood, the 
Blessed Hope 














HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 
A Cerdial Welcome Awaits You In Los Angeles At 
pennies Gaamnees The Church of the Open Door 


Nermandie at Santa Monica 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:30 P.M. 
Hollywood’s “Bible Preaching Center” 


Rev. Wilbur James Antisdale, Pastor 








SIXTH AND HOPE STREETS (Downtown) 


DR. J. VERNON McGEE, Pastor 
SUNDAY SERVICES: 11:00 A.M. 7:30 P.M. 
KGER KXLA 


Broadeast 
WEDNESDAY—BIBLE STUD Y—7:30 P. M. 





















tament. 





Message to Inacl 


INCORPORATED 1947 
JEWS HEARING GOD’S WORD 


Tarough 40 Stations in y ow — of Country 
reaching petentially 4.000.000 week A 
world coverage over 


FOUNDED 1937 


ly. Alse 
Station were. Quite, $.A. 
Hundreds write in for Prophecy Edition New Tes- 


Write for free copy of magazine 
we TO ISRAEL 





















42 


brief. helpful 
Interest Is 





articles 
needed. 





than ten years in the land to stop him, 
so he was not stopped. 


LORD, KEEP US JOINED TO THE PROMISE. 


February 28 
SHE CONCEIVED (16:4) 

Abram had reached a stage in his 
spiritual development when he was so 
excited by the wonder of the promise of 
fruitfulness that he was willing to try 
carnal means in order to obtain it. The 
impatience of those who are truly zealous 
for God is always reaching out after fruit 
without dying to get it. Unfortunately 
much of the Christian work is done in 
this way, and while there is conception, 
the child that is born can never be the 
heir. The Christian work that is done 
merely through the zeal of human effort 
without seeing the body as dead and Sarai 
as good as dead, produces great revival 
campaigns with but a few genuinely saved, 
large church memberships with many tares 
among the wheat, and all that God must 
condemn in the union of law fertilized by 
faith. 


LORD, KEEP US FROM ZEAL WITHOUT 
DEATH. 


Then and Now 
(Continued from page 11) 


Our hope rests upon the cornerstone 
of the foundation, Jesus Christ Him- 
self. 


My hope is built on nothing less, 
Than Jesus blood and righteousness, 


I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 
But wholly lean on Jesus Name. 


His oath, His covenant, His blood, 
Support me in the whelming flood; 


When all around my soul gives way, 
He then is all my hope and stay. 


On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand, 
All other ground is sinking sand. 


Aliens, once severed from the promises 
of God, are now joined by His grace. 
In Christ, rights and privileges have 
been granted to us. Having access to 
God, we can approach His throne. 

Now we can pray. Now we have 
the assurance that our prayers shall 


be heard. Now, at this ve - moment, 
we may have the kindne’ nd good- 
ness of God manifested t. » :. We do 
not walk in darkness but _. the light 


of His glorious promises. This is 
true of us, not because of self-effort, 
but through the work of the Son 
alone. 

Believer, make use of your access 
to the Father through the Son. Know 
the mercy seat which was once your 
judgment seat. Unsaved one, you who 
are without hope, see your Mediator 
who has made peace for you with God. 
Accept the terms of the treaty. Be- 
lieve in Him as your Saviour. 

THE Enp 
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The Sin Unto Death 


(Continued from page 9) 


that I would have passed as eligible 
to partake, men and women who 
were greatly out of the will of the 
Lord at the time, and I might have 
refused communion to some who 
seemed to be out of the will of God, 
because the visible bruises of their 
previous willful walk would show, 
but the tenderness of their heart to- 
ward God would not show. 


Planned Sin 

The Communion service is, in ef- 
fect, a public testimony by believers 
that they have accepted Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and that at the mo- 
ment of their participation they 
have absolutely no planned sin in 
their hearts. The word “planned” 
must be underlined as of the high- 
est importance. A person may have 
committed sin, even gross sin as man 
evaluates sins, and be so repentant, 
so tender before God that the Father 
is in great delight to find a true 
worshiper, coming to Him in Spirit 
and in truth. Another person may 
be contemplating a willful act that 
is outside the desire of God for Him, 
and knowing that he is being will- 
ful, determine to continue in his 
course of action. If at this moment, 
in this frame of mind, he partakes of 
the Communion, he has performed, 
a public lie and must be dealt with 
by God. 

A man is working on his income 
tax forms and does not get the job 
accomplished on Saturday evening 


and plans to continue on Sunday 








afternoon after Communion service. SPECIAL GOSPEL 
He knows that he is juggling the See 
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of action in his life that is wrong, 


and that is not surrendered to the ee 
Lord. It is a public lie. The proper Training young Indian women to become 
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state of mind must be that as far as The, new Government ‘of India is “demanding 
a man knows Christ is Lord of every = = 9 
area in his life. God will continue non-Christians. ro funds AT ONCE for equip- 
throughout life to reveal new areas | for"turmissionssy’ home — 
for the growing Lordship of Christ, | “i ‘sy Pevel, See-Treas., &.D. 8, Nerristows, Pa. 





but at that moment the man who 





takes Communion properly has sur- 
rendered every area of which he has PAS-CAL VITAMINS and ee 
an awareness of conflict. Or, in an- BCompioe (with Liver, Ines sod” Yeast_i90— 238 
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is very eager to communicate the 





news to another close friend and tries 


to reach her on the telephone. The FLORIDA’S WINTER 
line is busy and she cannot get the BIBLE CONFERENCE GROUNDS 


call through. Again and again she 


tries but without success. Her im- Near the ocean on the Florida 
patient husband is waiting to take or wane 

her to Communion service. She goes, Between Miami and West Palm Beach 
but with the hope that no one else Gifted, Bible Expositors, Evangelists, 
will reach her friend with the juicy and Musicians ministering daily. 
morsel of scandal before she can get Recreational features include: 
home to tell the news. She reaches - Ocean Bathing and Fishing— 
for the bread and the cup with the Trip to Bahamas 

definite knowledge that she is plan- For Details Write 

ning sin as soon as the church serv- IRA LEE ESHLEMAN, Pres. & Director 
ice is over. She thus eats and drinks Boca Raton, Florida 
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of Africa or India can be supported 
for $30-150.00 a year. We cooperate 
only with evangelical and evangelistic 
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We get you reports of your worker. 
Write for information. 

Missionary Prayer League, Inc. 
89 Quincy Street, Brooklyn 5, N. Y. 
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Are you a Christian? De you like 
to write letters? Would you like to 
correspond with other Christians? 
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Details free. 
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To Christians with a strong sense of stewardship, 
two important questions present themselves with 
advancing years— 
“What part will God have in my estate?” 
“Why must this contribution | want to 
make fo the Lord's work wait until | die?" 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION Assured 
Income Agreements offer a satisfying answer to 
both questions. Through these Annuities you may 
write the work of the Lord into your estate. You 


may have the satisfaction NOW of knowing that 
your annuity investment will produce a continu- 
ing harvest for eternity through the sov!-winning 


enterprises of this 130-year-old missionary insti- 
tution. 


Meanwhile you are not deprived of the income 
you may need, but are assured a fixed sum at 

ESTATE! semi-annual dates, under a strongly safe-guarded 
plan. 


WRITE TODAY for our illustrated booklet giving de- 
tailed information. Address Dept. ET 
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discerning the Lord’s body. It is for 
this cause, God says, that many are 
weak and sickly among you and 
many sleep. 


Peter and Judas 

Peter and Judas both took the 
Communion service with the Lord. 
I am aware of all the efforts that 
have been made to explain away the 
clear statements of the Word of God, 
but the arguments are specious, and 
there can be no doubt whatsoever 
to an honest mind that Jesus Christ 
permitted Judas to take the Com- 
munion elements. I have read all the 
arguments that have been brought 
forth, attempting to show that Judas 
left the room before the bread and 
the wine were passed. But Luke's 
Gospel simply will not permit any 
such argument. For the passage 
links the giving of the bread and 
wine with the presence of Judas in a 
most startling manner. “This cup is 
the new testament in my blood, 
which is shed for you. But, behold, 
the hand of him that betrayeth Me 
is with Me on the table” (Lk. 22: 
20, 21). That should settle the argu- 
ment forever. Judas rose from the 
table, lost soul that he always had 
been, and went out to deny the 
Lord, to commit suicide and to go 
to his own place, which will ulti- 
mately be the lake of fire. That he 
was never saved in the first place is 
indicated in 1 John 2:19 where the 
conduct of such apostates is de- 
scribed and explained. 

Peter, on the other hand, took 
Communion and then went out and 
denied Christ with oaths and curs- 
ings. Why was he not struck down 
with sickness or death? The answer 
is that he was intensely honest at the 
moment he took Communion. When 
he told the Lord that he would stand 
by Him though all others should 
betray Him, he really meant it. He 
thought it was true. He had no 
planned sin in his heart: He was 
just ignorant of the weakness of his 
own being and it took a sharp fall 
to arouse him to a sense of his own 
nothingness and to bring him to 
the place of greater surrender and 
growth which marked his subse- 
quent path. Judas was a lost soul 
taking Communion. Peter was an 
honest, but deluded, believer taking 
Communion. The Lord restored 
Peter to full fellowship and useful- 
ness. 

Ananias and Sapphira 

Perhaps the most outstanding il- 
lustrations of the sin unto death are 
three New Testament characters, 
two in the book of the Acts and one 
in the epistle to the Corinthians. 





The first of the examples is that of 
Ananias and Sapphira. If we read 
the last half dozen verses of the 
fourth of Acts before reading the 
first verses of the fifth of Acts, we 
will get the whole f capuns There 
was a movement in the early church 
that caused some people to give their 
entire possessions to the cause of the 
Gospel. Barnabas, the Levite of Cy- 
prus, sold a property and brought 
the money and laid it at the dis- 
ciples feet. It was a beautiful ges- 
ture, and undoubtedly excited the 
praise of the entire assembly of be- 
lievers. In the audience there was a 
couple, Ananias and Sapphira, who 
then sold a possession, but they con- 
ceived the idea of giving a part of 
the price but pretending that they 
were giving it all. It should be 
noted that they were not punished 
for not giving all, but for pretend- 
ing that they were giving all. 
Some have attempted to teach 
communism of property from this 
part of Scripture, but twice in this 
passage the Holy Spirit definitely 
teaches the right of private property, 
saying that the land belonged to 
Ananias and that it was his to dis- 
pose of as he liked. Further, after it 
was sold the money belonged to him 
to do with as he pleased. But the 
sin was that they came with the atti- 
tude of full surrender when it was 
a partial surrender. They did what 
is done in our churches a million 
times over each year. They sang “I 
surrender all,” in a meeting but they 
did not mean it. God struck them 
dead. Someone has remarked that 
if God continued to act in this way 
there would have to be a morgue in 
the basement of every church to take 
care of the bodies. There are in- 
numerable people who make a pre- 
tense of full surrender but who are 
living in known sin, in planned sin. 
We can see the gradation in teach- 
ing by a comparison of these various 
stories. Judas the lost soul, takes 
Communion, and then goes his own 
way, to his own doom. Peter, the 
sincere believer, takes Communion 
and then goes out thinking that he 
is standing, and finding out as he 
stumbles and falls that he is really 
nothing in himself, profiting by the 
experience and growing in the grace 
of Christ. Ananias and Sapphira, 
true believers in the Saviour, make 
the public profession of full surren- 
der to the Lord when their hearts 
are in a lying state and they become, 
immediately, terrible object lessons 
to the whole church. They are 
stricken with death because they had 
committed a sin unto death. 
Someone may remark that there 
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would be more deaths in our 
churches if God always acted in this 
way. We must answer that we do 
not know the workings of God, and 
that undoubtedly there are many 
deaths that God knows were from 
this cause, though, I repeat, we are 
never to judge in these matters. Such 
an attitude would be, in itself, a sin 
against God. 


Repentance and Deliverance 


There is one more instance of a 
man who committed a sin unto 
death, but the full truth of our text 
in first John is manifested by the 
fact that the church prayed for him, 
he repented, and was delivered from 
the penalty. I refer to the fornicator 
in the fifth of First Corinthians. We 
are not permitted to argue about 
this man: God says flatly that the 
man was saved and that if he died 
he would be saved. We must not 
forget that Corinth was a pagan city 
and that the Gospel had just come 
into its life. Polygamy was common 
in the unsaved world, and when a 
man died it was possible for him to 
leave several wives. Evidently a man, 
child of a first wife, had coveted one 
of his father’s other wives, and when 
the father died the young man had 
taken the young wife of his father. 
This just wasn’t done among the 
high-class pagans (though the older 
son always inherits the father’s ha- 
rem in most African tribes today, 
showing how even pagan morals dis- 
integrate) . The Corinthian group to 
whom the epistle was addressed had 
been called saints, and it was said 
of them that they came behind in 
no gift (1 Cor. 1:7) . The church had 
adopted an easy tolerance toward 
the action of its member, and had 
not disciplined him when he pub- 
licly sinned in such a way that dis- 
honor was brought upon the name 
of Christ through his actions. The 
church was told by Paul that they 
should have taken action. The man 
had committed a sin that was a sin 
unto death, and the church should 
have prayed to God to act, to re- 
move the man from their midst. The 
actual words of the text proclaim 
that the church should have deliv- 
ered the man to Satan for the de- 
struction of his flesh so that the spirit 
might be saved in the day of the 
Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 5:5). There is 
no room for argument. The first 
verse in the chapter says that the for- 
nicator was “among you”—the be- 
lievers. Paul rebuked the proud 
church because they had not prayed 
that this man might be taken away 
from among them (v. 2). Clearly 
here was a public manifestation of 
sin in such a way that the church if 
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it acted according to holiness must 
pray that an amputation take place, 
and that the man might be removed 


at any cost. If anyone should hesi- 
tate to do such a solemn thing—to 
pray for the death of a fellow believ- 
er—the Lord answers that the spirit 
will be saved, even though the life 
is cut short. 

It should be remembered that this 
epistle was read in the church at 
Corinth on a Sunday morning short- 
ly after Paul wrote it, and that the 
fornicator was probably sitting in 
the audience. The epistle exploded 
in the church like a bomb. The 
church immediately reacted and be- 
gan to deal with the man. He, on 
the other hand, immediately cried 
to God in true repentance, and un- 
doubted forsaking of his sin. The 
second epistle forces us to state that 
he immediately dealt with the situa- 
tion, put away the woman in ques- 
tion, submitted himself to the dis- 
cipline of the church, and utterly 
repented before God. So Paul writes 
the second time, “But if any have 
caused grief, he hath not grieved me, 
but in part: that I may not over- 
charge you all. Sufficient to such a 
man is this punishment, which was 
inflicted of many. So that contrari- 
wise ye ought rather to forgive him, 
and comfort him, lest perhaps such 





a one should be swallowed up with 
overmuch sorrow. Wherefore I be- 
seech you that ye would confirm your 
love toward him” (2 Cor. 2:5-8). 
We can see, therefore, that if one 
has committed a sin that is worthy 
of the strongest chastisement from 
God, he can flee to the grace of God, 
and that the chastisement shall be 
removed through that same grace. 


James 5:14-16 


There is a further example of this 
in one of the most disputed passages 
of the New Testament. I refer to the 
famous passage in the epistle to 
James that refers to the anointing 
of the sick with oil for their healing. 
There have been many errors de- 
rived from this passage, and it has 
troubled the church in many gen- 
erations. All of the difficulty is 
cleared up when it is considered that 
the passage does not refer to general 
sickness, or to sickness in all cases, 
but only to those cases of sickness 
which are outlined in the Corin- 
thian passage on the Communion 
service, “For this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and 
many sleep” (1 Cor. 11:30). 

Let us quote the paragraph in 
question and then examine it in de- 
tail. “Is any sick among you? let 
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Heaven to help us in all our misery.” 
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4919 N. Albany Ave., 
Chicago 25, Illinois 
Gentlemen: Like the contributor who wrote I 

for those 


am 
enclose $_............... who are. Please send 
Surviving Hebrew Christians in Europe.”’ 


MOVED TO TEARS BY TIMELY HELP 


Today two letters from contributors to our work among suffer- 
ing Hebrew Christians, in Europe and Palestine, moved us to 
tears, yes, tears of joy. One wrote: “I had taken inventory and 
thought I had given all that I could for this year, but when 
your appeal came I was not cold, hungry, homeless or friend- 
less, so I will send a contribution to help those poor suffering 
ones across the water.” 

The other letter reads: “I am a retired miner and get a pension 
of $100.00 a month. I have already given $40.00 to missions 
and thought I would stop at that, but your appeal touches my 
heart, so here is $5.00 for you.” I am sure there is much 
reward in heaven for these devoted stewards who really sacri- 
fice to relieve the distress of Christ’s brethren in Europe and 
in the Holy Land. 

Now a quotation from a recipient. She says: “When your 
food parcel came it was as if an angel had come down from 


istian friend, please do help us to come to the rescue of our needy Hebrew 
Christian brethren in Europe and Israel. Your gift, no matter how s 
time of great need, will hearten us and earn for you the reward promised by our 
Lord in Genesis 12:3 and Matthew 25:40. 


$10.00 a month will support a Hebrew Christian orphan in our Children's | 
$10.00 will pay for a big nutritious CARE food parcel for a needy family 
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Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. N. 
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him call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, anoint- 
ing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: and the prayer of faith shall 
save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven 
him. Confess your faults one to an- 
other, and pray one for another, that 
ye may be healed. The effectual 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (Jas. 5:14-16). 

It is a noteworthy fact that sick 
Christians are not always healed. I 
once talked with the very spiritual 
men who are the leaders of a branch 
of the church which practices anoint- 
ing of its sick members. They con- 
fessed freely to me that a very small 
percentage of the cases to which they 
administered anointing, and for 
which they prayed, had any bene- 
ficial results. They might pray for 
ten cases, and their attitude of faith 
was the same in each case, and one 
might seem to be helped and nine 
were not. Their prayer was the same 
in all cases, and they exercised no 
more faith in one prayer than they 
did in another. And over the 
course of the years, naturally, all of 
the people for whom they prayed, 
grew old, sickened, and died. This 
is the inevitable let of all who are 
members of the human race. 

I remember in my early ministry, 
when first my broadcasts began to 
go out from Philadelphia, I was in- 
vited to lunch by a business man, 
now in Heaven. He thanked God 
that the Gospel was now so plainly 
on the radio, and then told me that 
if my ministry contained just one 
more truth it would be perfect. I 
am always very wary when anyone 
talks about “just one more doctrine,” 
or “one more truth.” I asked what 
it was and he answered that it was 
divine healing. I replied that it was 
too bad that he did not believe in 
it himself. He expostulated that he 
did, but I pointed out that he was 
wearing glasses, that I saw a filling 
in one of his teeth, that he was 
partly bald and had graying hair, 
and that his face showed the marks 
of aging wrinkles. “But,” he cried, 
“Five years ago my kidneys. . .” I 
interrupted him, saying, “I simply 
do not wish to hear a word about 
any healing that is not complete. 
For if there is a divine healing, it is 
divine, and anything that is divine 
is perfect. When Naaman was 
healed his flesh did not come back 
as the flesh of a fifty year old man, 
but as the flesh of a baby. God does 
not do anything by halves.” Any 
man who tells me that we are to 
make a universal rule about heal- 
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ing on the relief that comes to him 
in one part of his body has failed to 
see the whole picture of Christ and 
the body. 

And if someone wishes to tell me 
that healing is in the atonenient be- 
cause we read that “with His stripes 
we are healed” (Isa. 53:5), and 
kindred verses, I answer that all 
future blessings are in the atone- 
ment, but they haven’t come to pass 
yet. The binding of Satan is in the 
atonement, but he is still free. The 
second coming of Christ is in the 
atonement, but it hasn’t come to 
pass as yet. The full possession of 
the land by Israel is in the atone- 
ment, but they do not yet possess 
the site of the Temple. So it is with 
the healing that is in the atonement 
—the redemption of our bodies is 
flatly stated to be a future thing 
(Rom. 8:19-23). 


Sickness in the New Testament 


This is the reason why there was 
sickness through the later phases of 
New Testament life and why these 
sicknesses were never healed. Paul 
himself was half blind. He had to 
dictate his letters because he was 
unable to write except in a huge 
scrawl, and reminded the Galatians, 
as he penned a postscript with his 
own hand, how large the letters were 
(Gal. 6:11 Greek) . He also reminded 
them that he was almost blind, and 
that he remembered that they would 
have plucked out their own eyes 
for him if it had been possible (Gal. 
4:13-15). Why was he not healed? 
Epaphroditus staggered into Rome 
at the point of death, bringing the 
missionary offering from the Philip- 
pian church (Phil. 2:30), and he 
was sick for so many months under 
the personal care of Paul, that the 
news had time to get back to 
Philippi, where the church was 
greatly grieved at the news, and then 
the news of their grief had time to 
get back to convalescent Epaphro- 
ditus in Rome. We know that the 
shortest time for communication 
between Rome and Philippi was a 
matter of weeks, whether the jour- 
ney was performed by sailboat and 
oars around the coasts of Greece, 
or whether some bold traveler 
crossed the horrible mountains of 
the Balkans. The round trip would 
be counted in months, even though 
a messenger had been ready to leave 
Rome with the news of the sickness 
on the day after the arrival of the 
sick man, and another messenger 
was able to leave on the morrow of 
the day the bad news reached 
Philippi. Why was he not healed? 
The prayers were Paul’s; and the 


whole Philippian church must have 
prayed. 

Finally, we see that Timothy was 
afflicted with chronic stomach 
trouble. It was a continuing disease 
and the Holy Spirit did not tell 
Paul to pray for his healing, but 
rather gave him a medical prescrip- 
tion, “Drink no longer water, but 
use a little wine for thy stomach’s 
sake and thine often infirmities” 
(1 Tim. 5:23). Why was Timothy 
not healed? 

The answer to the question in all 
three cases is the following: Paul 
and Epaphroditus and Timothy 
were not healed because their sick- 
nesses were caused by the ordinary 
wearing down of body tissues that 
accompany the dissolution of our 
human frame, and there was no 
question of a sickness that was put 
upon them as a chastisement and 
that could be removed by prayer 
and repentance. : 

It is to be noted in the passage in 
James that the elders do not call 
for the sick people but the sick call 
for the elders. Any time there is 
ever a healing meeting or an anoint- 
ing service, publicly advertised, its 
authority is in the willfulness of 
those who advertise, and in no wise 
in the Word of God or the Holy 
Spirit. It should be noted carefully, 
also, that there is the question of 
confession of faults to men and the 
forgiveness of sins, bound up with 
the healing. This should give us 
the clue to the meaning of the pas- 
sage. This does not refer to just any 
sickness but to that classification of 
illness which is to be found in our 
text in Corinthians, where Chris- 
tians have gotten out of the will of 
God in such a way as to bring weak- 
ness, sickness, and even death upon 
themselves. If they will come to 
themselves in time and cry out to 
God, he tells them that they are to 
call for the elders and make matters 
right. Then when the sin is con- 
fessed, the sin shall be forgiven and 
the healing may be expected. Their 
case is like that of the fornicator 
in Corinth—they repent and God re- 
lieves the pressure. 

There remains one more phase of 
the question that needs treatment. 
Some may wish to say that all sin is 
just plain sin and that we do not 
have the right to consider some sins 
worse than others. The fact is that 
God Himself does so consider sins. 
Here in the John epistle He states 
that there is a sin that is worthy of 
the death penalty and there is a sin 
that is not worthy of the death 
penalty. If we are going to classify 
such sins, we shall have to consider 
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the entire Bible on a gigantic scale 
of study in microscopic detail. Suf- 
fice it to say that in the Old Testa- 
ment there were certain sins which 
were subject to the death penalty 
and other sins which were not. In 
some cases it was possible for the 
guilty one to buy off his penalty 
with a purchase price of sacrifice. 

The two instances that we have 
in the New Testament—Ananias 
and the fornicator—are marked by 
the public quality of the transgres- 
sion. In the first case the young 
church needed a clear knowledge of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, His 
hatred of sin, and the necessity of 
being in truth before Him who is 
the Spirit of truth. In the second 
case the fornicator had sinned in 
the sight of a pagan city, and the 
name of Christ could have been 
blasphemed among the gentiles be- 
cause of his act that was offensive 
to even their sense of morals. 


Short Accounts With God 


For the believer today there is a 
well-defined attitude set forth in 
the New Testament. We are to keep 
short accounts with God, confessing 
our sins to Him moment by moment 
in order that our fellowship may be 
maintained, step by step in our walk 
in the light (1 John 1:5-10). We 
are to have no confidence in the 
flesh, and to remember that he who 
thinketh he standeth must take heed 
lest he fall (1 Cor. 10:12). We 
must be willing to pray, in the words 
of the Hebrew of Psalm 19, words 
that are somewhat obscured in our 
translations. The passage truly 
reads, “Who knows one’s own 
wanderings? Pardon me those I do 
not know. Keep back Thy servant 
from the sin of presuming (on Thy 
grace); let such sins not have do- 
minion over me: then shall I be up- 
right, and I shall be innocent from 
the great transgression” (Psa. 19:12, 
13). 

Is there then a great transgres- 
sion and a lesser transgression? So 
it is revealed in our text in John’s 
epistle. We must, therefore, pray, 
as David did, to be kept from such 
sins of presumption. And if we are 
surrendered to the Lord, day by day, 
moment by moment, we shall be 
thus kept. If our heart should not 
condemn us, then we have confi- 
dence before God. And if our 


The Changeless Christ 
(Continued from page 6) 


. . For perfection is never perfection 
in itself. Perfection is always on the 
march. There is a far away look in its 
eye. Perfection is invariably strug- 
gling towards perfection. The perfect 
bud is aspiring to become the perfect 
blossom: the perfect lamb is the fore- 
shadowing of the perfect sheep: the 
perfect baby is but the promise of the 
perfect man. 

At any rate, the Changeless Christ 
changes to me, just as Rochester, with- 
out itself changing, changed to Dick- 
ens. But with this essential difference. 
Rochester dwindled in his eyes: Christ 
grows in mine. His luster is enhanced 
as my appreciation and appropriation 
of Him develop. 

Or perhaps it is with Him as with 
so many other things. Seen at a dis- 
tance, they seem tiny: seen close at 
hand, they appear tremendous. There 
was a time when like Peter, I followed 
afar off. In those days He seemed 
relatively insignificant. But as He 
draws me nearer to Himself, He grows 
in grandeur and in grace. 

But whatever the explanation of the 
phenomenon, the fact remains. To 
those who love, worship and serve Him, 
the Changeless Christ does change. 
Every day His Name becomes more 
melodious; every day His redeeming 
blood becomes more unutterably pre- 
cious; every day His mystical pres- 
ence becomes more enjoyable; every 
day His divine Person becomes more 
adorable; every day His regal sway 
becomes more absolute, and every day 
His wise and wondrous words become 
more pregnant with subtle and sublime 
significance. 

There is a sense in which the kaleid- 
oscope itself never changes. The com- 
ponent parts remain perpetually the 
same. Between the forming of one love- 
ly mosaic and the forming of another, 
nothing is taken away and nothing 
is added.. The same constituents, with- 
out inherent change, assume new and 
unsuspected forms of beauty. And so 
does He! THE ENnp 
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heart should ever condemn us, we 
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/ Never eat my meals 
ALONE 


A Christian business man the other day remarked: “I never 






eat my meals alone. I go without soup or dessert and the money I 
save goes for a hungry brother abroad. Here is $10.00 for a food 
parcel which I saved up from my meals.” 








Our Lord has given us an abundance of food and other necessities. 
God forbid that we should eat our bread alone, forgetting the 
thousands of children and their helpless parents, who go hungry in \e & 
Israel and in Europe today. 

By the grace of God, THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL are seeking to show 
forth Christ in His glorious and matchless love. The hungry are fed, the 
ragged clothed, the brokenhearted comforted and uplifted, and sinners brought 
to the Saviour who died to redeem them. 

Remember the words of our Lord —“I was an hungred and ye gave me meat”. 


Your prayers and offerings of love urgently needed. 






Phe Friends of Israel Missionary and Reliel Society. Ine 
728 ET Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


General Secretary Treasurer 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen Dr. Joseph T. Britan 
Treasurer jor Canada: Rev. Bruce i B.A., B.D. 
1 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario, Canada 
Quarterly publication—ISRAEL MY GLORY—Informative, Scriptural, Challenging 
Sent to all contributors and also on request 





President 








42 

A man in Birmingham, Ala., un- 
derwent a serious operation in May 
and is not well yet. He and his wife 
write that the doctors have given up 
his case but together they are still 
trusting in Christ Jesus and believe 
He is able to do exceeding abun- 
dantly above all that we ask or 
think. 

"43 

A letter from Dayton, Ohio, reads: 
“Will you pray for my husband that 
he will yield his heart and life to 
Jesus. He came from a church 
which is only a social club and did 
not believe that Christ was and is 
God. He does know now but still 
has not yielded his allegiance to 
Him. He never reads his Bible and 
does not see his need of communion 
in prayer. I love my husband and 
we should have devotions together.” 


44 
“Pray for a revival in Butler, Pa.” 
is the prayer request of one reader, 
and also for “a suitable person to 
make her home with a woman who 
is alone.” 
45 
From Jeannette, Pa., we received 
a letter from a woman who left em- 
ployment at a hotel because she 
would have to serve liquor. She de- 
sires your prayers that she might ob- 
tain cafeteria work, if it is the 
Lord’s will. 
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A gas explosion in the home of a 
reader seriously injured her hus- 
band. He has been in the hospital 
since August and it has been neces- 
sary for them to sell nearly every- 
thing they have to pay the hospital 
bills. Pray for his recovery and 

their financial need. 


47 
Pray for the salvation of a wom- 
an’s son and daughter-in-law in 
Pensacola, Fla., who “are so con- 
fused and bewildered that they need 
God now to live with and live by.” 


48 


Pray for a reader whose husband 
died last June leaving her alone in 
their home and very lonely. She 
writes, “I have been claiming the 
precious promises of the Lord and 
leaning on Psalm 147:3.” 
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SOME NEEDS CAN BE MET 
WITH FOOD AND CLOTHING 


When the war ended the National Association of Evangelicals formed its War Relief Commission to 
meet the immediate and pressing needs of multitudes who were hungry and cold. Care packages by the 
thousands were sent to Christians abroad who were maintained in strength through these gifts of love. Tons 
upon tons of used clothing were collected and distributed through the same channels. 










Rut SOME NEEDS CANNOT BE MET 
WITH FOOD AND CLOTHING 


Because of a clear recognition of this fact the Committee on International Relations of the N. A. E., 
has formed a commission for material aid to needy works throughout the world. This Commission on Aid 
to Churches will allocate cash gifts to these works after a complete study of the comparative needs in various 
places. None of this money will be spent for travel of any person on any type of inspection. 












But for example: The Evangelical Church of Greece, a small and struggling body of believers in that land 
that has just come from 12 years of world war and civil war, needs money for the theological education of 
its students; for the carrying on of its Bible study work. There are almost no books or papers in Greek 
adapted to spiritual work, and there must be some printing to nourish the church. Etc. 









The Evangelical Reformed Church of France counts scores of faithful churches with underpaid pastors 
and limping publications. It is not proposed to furnish money to the churches or the pastors. They are 
willing to live along in their misery, clothed almost to a man, in our cast-off clothing. But their publica- 
tions are in danger of suspension. Their theological seminary, which is the only seminary in the French 
language that is faithful to the Word of God, must be helped. It now has students from a dozen countries, 
and several men who have come through the Iron Curtain to pursue their studies. These students live in 
an old U. S. Army barracks, with almost no heat, and the basic food of their ration is horse meat. Every 
one of these men could enter the public school system and teach for twice as much money as they will ever 
receive in the ministry. Their tuition must be met and their daily life sustained. 













The preparatory school of this church, in Montauban, France, with its sixty-odd young men who are 
looking forward to places of leadership in French life, some of them in the ministry, is in great need of 
help, as its buildings were used by the Germans during the occupation and the restoration funds given by 
the government covered but a fraction of the damages. 








We could go on. . . and we will in further advertisements . . . but we need your help. 






Statesmen recognize that the nations cannot survive without Marshall-plan aid. Christians must realize 
that the churches are worse off than the nations. The only source of gifts is the U. S. and that must be spelled 
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nually in Day School. The student body represents 43 
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